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that the Church in the colonies is a purely voluntary association. We thankfully
aceept the nssigned position, only stipulating that it be real und acknowledged.
Let there be no lutent subjection to Bnglish ccclesiastical luw, no necessary appeal
to any Euglish tribunal

Long taught and accustomed to consider ourselves hn integral portion of the
Church of England, and bound as she is by the decisions of Government, we are
nuturally startled in thege later days to find that we are not fo closely connetted
with the mother Church, and are not affected by the sume law which now rules her
movements.  Yet, so it is.  We bring the subject forward at the present moment
because the time has come when we must take some action on the subject, and we
cannot well do =0 without acknowledging and assuming our independent position as
a voluntary assuciation. :

We ure in this diocese no longer quite in accordance with the discipline
and praetice of the Church of England.  Thero both Houses of Convocation "mvc
recently altered the Canons regarding sponsors in Baptism. This alteration has
been confirmed by the authority requisite to ‘make it the law of the Church
in England ; but that authority does not ektend to the colunies  We still follow
the former practice in conformance with the Canons we have received. 1t depends
thercfore entirely upon the Church of Nova Scotia to alter the present Canons so
thatethey may be conformunt to the present rule in’ England. or to authorize the
continuance of the older custom. The Cliurch in England has taken a step. It is
in our power to follow or not, as we please. Practical reasons will probably point
to the expediency of adopting the change in the Canons.  So teo with regard to the
subseriptions of eandidates for the Ministry. The English Chareh has substitated
a declaration, while the former subscription is still adhered to in this diocese.

Agaain, with reference to Holy Orders. Instead of the oaths of allegiance aud
supremacy, & new oath was substituted in England by an Act of 185%, to be
administered before ordination, and there is now no oath at the ordinations. Here,
however, it is still (if we are not mistaken) the custom to administet the two fermer
ouths at the time of ordination '

The Bishops of our divceses probably feel some hesitation in adninistering these

oaths without any positive uuthority for doing so ; although ono of them be rubrical
" and both #inctioned by long custom. ~ They would pen%mps be wuch relieved if
their several Churches would assume the responsibility of any change, or the conti-
nuance of the present custom. - e

These and other matters conneeted with diseipline and practiee our ** Voluntary
Association”” muy well consider; and we may be thaukful that we have a Synod
already cstablished, representing nearly all the diocess, recognized by the Crown as
the representative of the Church of Nova Secotia, and fully capable of hundling
such matters of interest. .

Bat for the sake of uniformity in praetice, it would be well for the several
dioceses to act together. Why should not the Church in the Maritime Provinces
do as they now do in Canada,—elect their own Metropolitun, and have their
Provineial Synod ? Cannda is too distant, nnd her districts already too large, to
mako it desirable that we should be united under her Metropolitan ; but we have
Church members cnough in Neffoundland, New Brunswick and Nova Seotia to
form o province and act in unity for ourselves. The Crown will issue mo more
letters-patent, even of the partial character already given ; and it appears to be the
design of the English Government that in Church mattérs, as well as in politics, the
colonies should thiuk and act for themselves.



