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Dinorah answered with a smile.
“ But here especially, is it not?”

Oliver kept silence.

“You are very tired, are you not?" sald Di.
norah.

«] was a little while ago, but now no more.”
“ Does my presence then repose you 2"
« 1t doea” -
« By what means )"
« By your beauty and your love,”
"
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Brpronly translated for the ¥AVORITE from the French of Xavier de Montepin.)

At the end of fifteen or twenty minutes, Cai-
men stopped before the niﬂtl‘g gate and mur-

mur&i :

¢ We have arrived.”
Sheopened the gate noiselessly and the whole

body penetrated into the enclosure. i
Guards were placed at all the issues, ' .’
Then an officer said to Carmen: R
« How magy doors has the house ? "’
“ Only one.” )
“ How many windows?"

)
bt

I DEMAND JUSPICE.”

DEAD,

«'T'wo, below ; two above, and one behind,”

The house was then surrounded. .

Carmen approached a window and looked
upon the scene of Oliver making love to Dino-
rah and about to relate his adventures.

The officer knocked at the door.

No answer.

A second rap.

Oliver half rose from his seat.

Jocelyn then opened the door and two men
entered.

One was wholly clothed in black.

The other wore the costume of a Breton pea-
sant.

At sight of these, Dinorah recolled.
understood the fullness of the danger.

¢« What do you want, gentlemen?” sald he.

+ Mr, Le Valllant,” was the reply.

“That I8 my name,”

Oliver

1

« 8ir, I have the painful duty of arresting you
in the name of the king! .

Dinorah, with a loud scream, threw herself
into Oliver’s arms. He tried to console her, and
to bear up himself while the officer read alond
the warrapt.

At the word ¢ assassination,” Oliver broke
out into a loud protestation. He unbuckled the
belt which he wore about him, produced the do-
cument of the Marquis de Grancey and showed

it to the officer.

That individual
seemed to relent and
indeed gald as much to
Ollver.

LX.
THE STROKFE,

The officer was a
venal soul, however,
and wished to be paid
for his leniency. He
made an arrangement
to meet Oliver a fort.
night from that date
and to-receive a heavy
ransom from him,
He was about to retire,
and Oliver was already
expressing his delight at
being saved, when the
door opened again and
Carimeéti appeared upon
the threshold with two
soldiers.

Oliver and Dinorah
both recognized her.

' « Annnnziata !’ ex-
clalmed the latter.

«I am lost!” cried
the former.

And he fell heavily on
his;chair.

Carmen 8aid sharply:

« 1, Annunziata Ro-.
vero, legitimate wife o
Oliver Le Valllant, de-
nounce him as gullty
of the ocrime of higamy
and I summon you to
arrest him.”

Dinorah uttered a
piereing cry. She threw
herself upon the breast
of Oliver, but he waa
completely annihilated,

# No—no,” she said
4t 18 impossible;— 1t
would be too infamous
—Oliver, Oliver— take
pity on me, anawer
your wife—why do you
not answer—O, I shall
d!e__”

Carmen looked on
with a dry eye.

«81r,” said she to the
officer, ¢“you have
heard me—do your du.
"y'n

He touched Oliver on
the shoulder.

«In the King’s name
I arrest you.”

« Pardon, parden, '
cried Dinorah. You kill

l me by acting thus.”
“ T do not kill you: [ avenge yvou.”

A sublime inspiration struck Rinorah,

« Are you inflexible ? ” she said.

« As the law.”

“Well, madame, your charge is false—I am
not Oliver’s wife—I am his mistress—Do you
understand me ?”

Carmen remained cool. She drew forth from
her corsage a paper which she presented to
Dinorah.

« Here i8 your marriage contract?”

Dinorah fell back In a swoon, as ifdead.

On hearing her fall, Ollver turned towards
her. He precipitated himself upon her body, in
an ecstasy of despair,and with s long knife
stabbed himself twice in the chest.

Carmen looked on trjnmphanuly,




