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But I will not snoriico my senso of what is duo
to myself almply to sorve your intorosts "

Mr. Paulton lasily subsidod into tho cushioned
chalr, his calmness unrufled by hor oxoited
tonon,

» Tho scont of your flowors comos swootly
turough tho window. Lot us onjoy thom, and
defor our discussion. Thero are somo fow duys
botwoen this and Thursday, and ladtos occnalon.
ally chango their minds.”

« 1 whall not altor iny deoiston,” sald Lostolie,
moving lowards the door. ¢ If you have no-
thing moro {0 say to mo I will go, and toll Miss
Hitl that you aro horo.”

« ] am in no burry to soo Miss Hill—sho {3
woll, I trust t—and I havo someothing moro to
say to you,” ho quickly ropltod. * You havonot
gnswered my quostion rospocting I “rcy Los-
moro. Men cf tho highest rank complain to mne
that they besiego your doors In valn, and yot X
fand him hero. How do you oxplain this ¢

Lestollo gavo him u robollious look, but did not
spenlc.

Ho nodded oracularly. ¢ I sce. You have
ocommitted a folly, and you aro consolous of {t.
You wlll bo curoful not to offund mo aguin, You
will glvo ondors to your servants not to adinit
bim any more.”

Bt she was muto ; and, iuspito of his offorts
to conceal it, ho begun o loose tempor,

» Girl, you havo aliwrays boon unfuthomablo;
but you play with cdged tools when you pit your
puny wils egninst mino! What atls you ? Aro
you moditating some schiome based on nothing
moro tungible than your own foolish fanclies; or
are you wavoring betwooen tho love-sick boy,
Poroy, and his moro intoliestual cousin ¢ I
oither ocase, you muat submit to my bottor
judgment, and belteve mo when [ toit you that
marriage with oithor of them Is an ftnposasibl.
Ity.”

Lastolle's colour camo and wont.

uToll mo why!” sho excintmed. + 1 amn no
longor an ignorant child, to whom tho know-
todgo might be dangerous. I knotw somethiug
of what Iask , more, indsod, thon you surmise,
Tell mo tho rest.””

Paulton started, and lookod o iittlo disturbed
whilo ahe wus speaking ; but he had recoveced
his oquanimity whent shio paused, waliting eagor-
ly for his roply.

+ Your quostion must bo asked 1n 8 differvnt
tone, and ander diffuront circumstunoces, buforo
1 anawor it," ho said, signtficantly. ¢ But coa.
tent yourself ; your interests aro as dear to mo
as my own.”

Lostello mado a gesturo of impationcs, It
you would butspeak plainly, so that I might both
comprehend and bolluve you ! Is ftthat you sot
& prico—an exorbitant pricv—upon yuur rovelia~
tions 2"

s« Mooy will not buy my sesrets,” ho au-
swored, mystoriously, and with a provoking deo-
greo of solf-gatisfaoticL in his accont.

«Thon undor what clrcumstances wtit youbo
induced to restoro tho papor uf which you rob-
bed—yes; lock as angry as you will, tho term is
rightly appited—robbat tho defenceless girl who
trusted in you

“ Ma petite, havo you yet to learn that anch
chargos are actionablo ? Whoro aro the proofs
of my guilt ? I stolo into your room at night,
amd you saty mo! Bah! You wern dreamtng ;
<hat ia all, Do you ask whon I shull be pro-
vailed upon to say all I know. Como hither;
and I +7ill toll you. It shall Ho whern,—"

He stooped, and whispered something io her
ocar which mede ber start, and ahivor, and re-
cotl from him, orylng angtily, # Aro you mad,
slr

He laughed. # Think me 40 if you like, I
213 00 proud nf you—too highly gratified st the
result of my toachings—to rosent your pottish
spoeches. You will not neod any rougo to-night,
Lostolle, if your checks rotaln thojr present
oolor.”

Lestolle’s foot tappod tho fioor.

« Mr, Panlton, lot us nnderstand each otherat
onco I”

Ho held uphis wateh, My child, I am quito
satizfiod without any further oxplanations, and,
as you porceive, I am due at the theatre. Weo
do undorstand each othsr. My plans woro
mado long since, and aro unaltoradle. You may
and will oppoeo them. You will frot and ghato,
and offer & groat deal of usdloss rosistance, But
in tho end—d0o yon hear mo ?—in tho cnd you
will yiold”

8ho was boglnning & passionate protest, but
ho stoppod her.

¢ Itgriovos mo toleavo you, but I must, I had
clmost {osgotten to say that I havo beard {t
rumored that anothsr of thoso blils of Visoount
&-unce," leigh's 13 in clroulalion. 8halll buy it

#Tho rumor is & Malso ono,” Lestslls prompily
replied. '

Mr, Panlton coughod dublously. ¢ Butifitis
not falss

8hoe turnod from him without roply, and sitting
down at tho pisno, bogan to rattle off a noisy
Tarantolla,. When sho came $0tko last note,
and looked roovnd, he was gore,

The noxt minunte, Lettioo Hill came avriftly
into tho room. Tho years thet hisd passed over
her head hed not doalt with her as gentiy as
thoy had with Wystt Prulton, Hor figure had
lost its roundi.ess, bor features hiad sharpened,
and an rabitasl sadnoss lurked in tho cornoersof
tho mouth, and bor dimmad and sunkon eyea,
8ho lookod anxtously round, and then, with &
disappointed alr, addrossod Lextelle,

» I thought ho was here. Joinsald ho had
edmitted him, Surely ho has notgono without
s0sing mo I”

« Ho was In haste, Businsssof zomo import.
anoo calied him away,” sald Lostalle, softeulng

\ hor daughter.

tho truth for tho sako of tho forbearing woman
who still bolloved 1n hor dilatary lover.

« But hio might havo stayod to seo me, if only
for & moment. Did ho ask for mo 1"

«Mr Paulton hopod that you woro woll.”

Miss Ml sighod, * And that was all! And
yot ho kuaws that it 1s & weck sinco Isaw him!
How did ho speak of me, Lostolle 7—afleotion.
atoly, and os 1f ho wore sorry to leavo without
soelng tne

Lostcllo put bor arms around hor friend’s
heck:

« My ponr, doar Lett{co, 1f ho wero a truo and
a good man, he wauld 7wt use you as he does.
Knowing thls, why do younot try to forget him ?
Has It not beon tho sawmno ever sinco bho first put
mo undor your eare * o divines how fondly
you have loved him, and "

But Miss HN1 would hear no moro, 8he with-
drow hornelf from Loestolle’s emhrace, and an.
wwered, with dignity, « I cannot permit any one
to discuss Mr. Paulton’ acts {u 1oy presonce.
When he told me that he wag neot rich enough
to marry, I know that we must have patience,
and walt till he had amaased a compotenry, No
ono coutld he kinder or more considernto than ho
has always beou; and I will not bo taught to
doubt him. You are luclined to be rather harsh
in your judgments, my dear.”

Lostello made no attempt to dofond horself,
ond Miss il went baok to hor own room, to
shed a fowtears in socret ovor that long-de.
layed unlon which scemed as far ol as ever.

—

CHAPTER IX.
THE LADY IDA.

Lord Glenaughton's carclage was at tho door
when Darcy entored Belgrave 8quare. Heo was
ot sorry to bo ablo to conceal, under apotogles
for hi. tnrdiness, some of tho cmbarrassmont ho
could nut holp feollng.

The Earl mado a8 good-humored roply, and
thon sank !ntn silenco until thoy bad driven out
of London, and wero bowlingalong tho smoothor
roads of thesuburbs,

+ I nced not question you,” ho sald, at last;
¢ your tooks have told me that you are nct the
bearer of good tidings.”

«Then my face beltes mo,” Daroy replled,
with an offort to speak caroiessly. *Ibring no
nowas ot all. The fair Lostollo had an ongage-
ment this morning, but sho has promised to
glvo mo o hearing to-morrow.”

* Did you soo bor ? Issho as beautiful and
fscinating as she 13 described 27

Daroy hesitated,

« Isaw bnt littlo of the lady, yot 1 must ac.
knowledge that Peroy appears to have £0:mo ox-
cuse for his tnfatuation.”

There was an tnflection in the young man’s
vuico swhich tho Earl detected ; and he looked
at him so scarchingly, that Daroy, who folt
dreadfully gullty ovory time he romembered
how long he had llogored ot the house of tho
actross, bastened to chnngo tho topic. Norivas
1t revertod to agaln-

Thoy found Lady Ida and her mother sitting
in a pavliion in the garden of the cottage ornée
tho Earl hed zented. The Countess, never very
demobnstrative, and now languid with $it-hualth,
suffored Daroy to kiss ber choek, murmured a
fow civil words, and let him pass on to acoost
A note from Lord Glenaughton
hadapprized them that Darey would accompany
him to Ricbmond, so ho was donied tho plen—
sure of witnessing Ida’s start of surprise at his
appearance. But her greeting wwas so cordially
spokon as to make somo amonds for tbis,

The Lady Ids had beon cold and stately as o
child. She was stiil tho same, but this oaly
mado the contrast more charming when sho un.
vent, and smiled upon tho favored fow whom
she thought worthy hor notice. S8ho had been
beaatiful in hor childhood ; a3 & woman, she
was ovon more 0. Hor halr rotainad its gol-
den tint and wavy crispness; her figure was
finsly doveloped ; she had the galt of an om-
pross, and her foatures wero of that raro typoof
patrician loveliness,—frir, stattiosquo, and omo-
tionless,—vwhich i3 seon only at 8t James's, or
in Rotten Row.

Bho glanced at Darcy from beneatd tho blondo
oyclashes resting on hor dolicato cheek, and
oongratulated herssif upon bis appearance. Sho
was not so wholly in the dark as to the withes
he had cxprossod as tho Earl imaginoed. Thoy
had deon hlated to hor by her mother, when
tho youngor son of & neody baronot appoared to
ongross too much of her attentlon, and Ida bad
Julifully proclatmod horsolf rerdy to oboy her
paronts’ bohests, if they determined to bestow
hor upon her bandsomo cousin.

# I am very glad you havo come dack to us,”
sho sald, in her lquid tones, as thoy strolled
across the lawa togothor. ¢ Wo gco 8o lttie
of Poroy now that I might as well bo withouta
brother.”

«t Then you'll have no ohjsction to accept mo
&8 his subatitute occastonally "

# Ob, no; why should I ?-~wo are such old
friends ;" and Ida glanced at himm winningly.
« That s, always provided you havoe nothing
bettor 10 do writh yourself. 1 don'tlike tothink
that I am a troublo to any one.”

« You nover nood foar to call upon my ser-
vites,” answored Darn,. ¢ Onoof tho pleasantest
privileges a malo oocusin enjoys, {3 that of play-
ing tho czoort to hls prettiost klnswomen."

1da’s lips parled 1nto a gentlo smilo as sho
thankod bim ; f4ding, ¢ I must tako caro not to
tax your gallantry or your pationco oo much.
For instapeo, I'H not ask you to'squire wo
when I¢o shopping, nor to rido with mo {o tho
Row more taan twico in tho soason, Yon'll

FAVORITE.

stay in Loundon, Cousin Daroy, til woe go to
Brancalolgh Hall, wan't you

o If you wirh it, yos.”

Lady Ida lookod dosten as tho balf-whispored
words foll on hor ear, but sho was not embar-
rassed. 8ho had loarned to regnrd Daroy’s home.
ago a8 a4 mattor of course, and tho idon that ho
oould havo permitted somo less nodblo or beau.
tiful girl to usurp her place In his imagination
had not ontored hor head. o loft England tho
slave of charms which sho was proudly con.
sclous had known no diminutton,

« Papa snys you are going to bring Porey back
to us,” sho sald, after a little pause. * Woshall
all bo 80 gl If you contrive to oxorclso tho
ovil spirit that has tulkon possession of him. I
may talk to you of our troubles freely ' sho
wvont on, ¢ beeauso you, and I, and poor Poeroy
ware playmates togetlier in tho long ago. Doun't
you remombor ?*

Daroy smiled,

“Yos; and that our frolics wero fow and
short, beeauso thiere was always n droad bofore
us of torn frocks and Miss Hill's disploasure |
bosldes which, you hnd a provoklng way of
wwounding my dignity by calling me a rude boy
whenever I offendod you.”

I have forgotten all my Ml.natured
specchios,” Ida answerad, domurgly. » My most
vivid recoltection i of fiying to you for pmtocs
tion when an angry bull menaced me, nud
how brave I thought you for intorpostng your-
solf boetween tho flerco animal and my own
shrinking form."”

Tho reminiscenco was n tlattering one, espo-
clally whett breathed by o young and beautiful
woman ; and Daccy was somewhat annoyed
that tholr e d-t&ts had to sutfer an interrup.
tion,

A lttlo ladyfplumd and rosy, with bead-liko,
black oyes, which danced and glittored tnces.
saatly, tripped towards them and siipped bor
arm through Lady Ida's.

“Aron't you golng to introluce mo to this ro-
turned paladin, o inustl perfurin the ceremonys
for myself '’ sho asked, guily. ¢ I am ablo o
clalm kinship with you, Mr Lesmerg, for [ Am
tho widuw of your secund cousin, Caplatn Lave
ington. Is not this introductivn covugh 27

Ludy Ida quickly drow hor arm away as soon
as Darcy had mado a poitto repiy to the spcech |
of the vivaclous widuw, who scemed to have
thrown off with lhior weeds aul other signs of
mouraing.

«1 think I 800 papa looking for me,” she satd,
and moved across the sward to joln bim, while §
Afrs. Lavington coolly touk her place. |

«You und tho dear Earl chuanged, Mr. Les-
mere Buat ho bears his troubles wouderfully
well, though they aro visible on hls shoulders,
aren't they *—that stoop, I mean. You can't |
think how it patns me o hear people say that |
it's all owing t Lits vwn cutpablo induigence, 1
got 50 angry with thom—wouldn’t you 7" }

+Tho world motes out its censure more read-
ly tban its pruise,” sald Daroy

AMre. Laviogton threw up her bands.

« How true—how well expressod I Mr. Les-
mere, Ishall bo afratd to talk toyoa. Icanseo |
at o glanco that you are awfuliy ciever.  Don’t |
Fou think a little mental anXiety is rather bo-
coming to the Countess * She was a trifle hard
—oven we, whoare so fund of hor, are obliged
to aoknowledgo this—but a penstve air tones |
her Jdown admirably. She has beon a haund-
some woman, agd whou we can porsaado bor to
dross to her age, she will look charming~—don't
you think so ?"

« Pray don’t ask iny opinion respecting a
Indy’s attire,” answered Darcy, absently, his
eycs followiag the slow, gracuful movomentsof
Ida.

« Ah, youare épris withour delle cousine; all
mon are at fAirst. That listlest nonchalanco
which gho assumos 80 well is charmingly novol,
and makes hor 80 differont to other giris, that
sho {s quite the rage.”

“« Lady Ida 1s very lovely !" the young man
exclatmod, with such earnestess, that Mrs, Lav-
{ngton laughed.

+ QOh, yes, I quito agreo with you, though you
need not expross your admiration so loudiy ; and
1t's not vory Qattering to me."”

Darcy plucked a scarlot geranium and a white
campanula from tho nearest parterre, and held
them towards his pouting companion.

*Wo don't compara these flowors, yot how
beautiful thoy are tndivi’ually. How well thoy
blend togother ; and how little cause cither has
to complain, ff, in the absonco of ony, weo ad-
miro the other '

¢« Vory protty indeod, and vory consoling,”
criod tho gay widow. “If you will promise
novar to bo obllvious o my charms, X'l forgive
you for lotting youreyes wander towards ma
chiéreamie. Wd aro vory affectionate, Ida nud
I. %o havo no socrots from cach other. I assuro
you.”

Daroy shrugged hus shouldors siighiy. « Thay ¢
intimutes 8 dogreo of frivadship which passes |
masculine comprohonston.”

Mrs. Laviugton patted bis arm with her para-~ !
so0l. ¢ Don’t abuso us, sir, becauso you ars frank !
and conQding ; qualitics Which your sox raroly !
possess, Havo you soon our naughty boy sinco '
you returned to Engiand ? Alttiough such things !
musta’t bo said alcud in the house. I pity him !
sinoorely. Ho s tho victim of revonge, Mr, |
Lesmero,”? !
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* Really, Mre, Lavington, your words require
some cxplanution 1" gajd her hearer, hasthy.

11"l give you one, with pleasure. Let us
turn into this talk, through the shrubbery, ldn
will torglve ux, whon sha knows tho sulject of
our converatiots,  Perhaps you are not aware
that Lady Glenaughton hadanattnel of gnstrio
fevor, after hier roturn from Spaln, atd, fanoy-
{ng 1t would prove tnfectious, Lady [da was hur.
vled off to s lluishing establishmont, o fuw miles
frum towi. Thuere sho found cougeninl com-
punlous, and clected to stay, Bho was the
quoen of tho Littio commuuity ; and v tikes
to bo lovkod up te.  Khbien, n Miss Wyetd way
introduced 1uto the rciiool, who formed a great
attachimon? to our cously, and I tancy Dl was
disposed o reciprocute o, tll, by some ace, teut,
it was diacovered that tho girl was ol uo birih,
and actually lovking forwiard w the stage for a
Hvelihood ! Ida, very correctly, refused to hold
any furthor intercourse with such u creature,
and the other soung ladies followed her ex-
ampie  8he aisyw wrute hutne to the Larl, who
removed hor directly. Mliss Wyett nuw figures
betore tho pubilc as Mudameo Lestello; aund
there can bo littie doubt but that she 1+ aveng.
ing herself for Ida's contempt, by ensuaring her
fooilsh brothoer.”

Mra. Lavington had now tallkked horsoll out ot
breath ; but Darcy made o roply. By auodd
train of thouglit, Lie was imaginfhg the scene at
the fintshing establishmont whoh §t was discov.
ered that n daughter of tho peoplo had intraded
herself amoug those sclons of nobllity, He saw
Lestolle a3 beautiful, and, in outward seeining,
as refined, as they ; yet drivep from their 8o
clety, seotfed at, tauoted, aud deapised, because
tho avcidont of birth bad piaced her beponth
them.,

s Sho must be a borribly bud wuinan, must't
she T murmurcd Mrts. Luvingwu iu lus ear,
and he started fruiu his ousaigy.

He mado an evasive reply ; and Lhe next
minuto thoy were julued by Idaaud an cile.
Ltluaw-luukiog 3 vully, wbols shic iutroduced as
tLo Marquis of Lechlade,

» Thore 18 nuthiug to bim,'’ shoobserved, with
u disdainful curve of her lips, whea dMrs. Luv-
lnglun had pouiiced upuil the youug peor, aod
drugged him away o lovk atheraviary, ¢ No-
thiug in lum, aithuugh he 1simmebsely wealthy,
and s becu musy cureiwly educated, yeb
fiud um ouduruble, becasy Lo makos no at.
tempt to scom what hie 1= not, Mamina has
been askiug for you, Cousin Darcy. Wil you
cotue w her 27

Nothiug luth, ho foliowed whithar she chuso
to lead hum. He evenr found tbe Cuuntess's
queiuluis prusiogs cidurnbie, fur dua sat cluse
by, her hands crossed in her lap, her golden
beud lyiug back un the purple veivet cushions ol
the chair iu which she reclined. It was diffi-
cult to wear tumsoif away from s rapt cun.
wmptatton of ber delicaw  face, tor barey's
scuso of tho boauuful was dangerousty acuie,
and Ida had always been his tncarnation of all
tuat 18 good and jovely 1o wumun, But the
Earl was obliged to return to town, to be pre-
sout at the reading of a4 bill1n whicn hboe was
interested , au.. s nephow, mindful of hts ap-
polatment on tho foruwing morniug, weat with
Ulm.

As e stood as Lestolic’s door at the appointed
hour, waiting for admittance, sud nervousiy
asking bimseifin what words te stoutd broach
his errrad, a cab drove up from which u geatle-
man alighted. It was bits cousin, the young
Viscount Brapcecleigh. The recogoition was
mutual, and Mr. Lesmero held out his hand,
tooking as smiitng and lndifferont as ho conld
under tuo circutastances. But Percy, with a
look of fntense scorn, waved 1t asvay.

« | never stoop to doubledeativg, Darcy Les-
mere. Youuare horo to spy over my actlons—
to curry favor with my father, and win Ida
as your reward, by carrying to bimx all the
scandal mmallce can inveout.”

« You wrong mc, Percy. Frlendship for you,
and regrot for tho unhappiness of your paronts,
comblined to bring mo here.”

» Is this your first visit ¢ No. Then, while
you were tatking 10 1o ot the Albany with such
appareant caudor, you were actually taklngnon-
tal notes of all I said fn roply ! Ob, itwas well
and honorubly dono! But you shall not prac-
tice such devices bero. Step iu, elr. The door
18 open to you, and Lestello shall give you your
answer trom her own lips. But beware what you
say ! Ono insuliing word, or ovon look at her,
and 1 shall forgo! our relationship as you havo
done. Proceod, air; I will follow yow.”

(T o de continued.)

WEARING FLANNEL

The majority _{ peoplo are nut awaro of the
beneficlal off.  .f woarlng faancl wait w the
body, both 1n cold and warm w. ather, Flaupal
is not so uncomfortadblo in warm woeather as
prejudiced peoplo boliove. Frequent colds and
constant hacking coughs bavo left e, sincs
adopting flannel garmonts. There is no need of
groat bulk about tho walst, which condomas tho
wearing of Gannel with thoso who profer wasp-
walsts o health, for in that case tbo flanucl can
bo out as loosoly -Atting walsty, always fustened
at the back. Thero aro scascely any of the bad

Darcy stared, and tho lady noddod oraca. "otroou of sadden changos of wceather feit by

larly.

# You 4.2t comprebend me, but it's quito |
truo, aoverths loas; ap- that proud acting wo-
man will nevyr forezo hor hald 200 youth till |
she Jise satisficd kot vengeanoo.” .

thoso who wear flannel garmoonts, and mothors
especlally sbould ondoeavor to secure such. for
theit little people, tn preforonoo to all theso
showy outslde trimmiogs svhich fashion coms

mands, . ‘



