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the Americans of the castern coast in
very lurge, and, I think, inereasing quan-
tities 3 und their supply T kuow comes
to them very largely from tho Bay of
Fundy. T know it is popularly supposed
that they use it for altugether anather
purpose, viz, to render a dry soil moist.
According to any theory orknowledge that
I am able to circumvent, it cannot have
this cifect. DBut let us take tho instance
of a country which, instead of being
drier, i3 more humid than ours—Scotlund.
I hav, been Intely informed by a young
Scote iman from Midlothian, that the
farmers there pay sixteen dollavs a ton
for this uninteresting lovking stuff whick
wo in Nova Scotin get tumbling down
about us from the cliffs for nothing. If
T am rightly informed then, there can be
cnough gypsum got in the Steait of
Cunso, with very little expense, to lust
the northern and eastern parts of Nova
Scotia, for ull purposes, for ten thousand
years.

But it may be that suggestion is pre-
ferable to exhaustion of a subject.  If so,
I shall add no more at present upon the
deliciencies of soils, or disvases of stock.

CLOVERDALE.

E. Gieiy, F. R S. Ca.,, Government
Ingpector of Mines, hns prepared a con-
cise account of “The Minerals of Nova
Scotia,” which has been neatly printed
in pamphlet form, and is intended to
accompany the collection sent under Dr.
Ionoyman's care to the Dominion Exhi-
bition at Kingston. A sketch is given
of the distribution, extent and working
of our gold mines; tron ores and smelt~
ing, with analyses; copper ores; lead
aud silver, manganese, gypsum, paints,
barytes, salt, mineral springs, building
stones, graphite, infusorial earth, grind-
stones. The author well observes :

“The mineral resources of Canada,
although great and varied, appear dwarfed
by her broad boundaries, and her scat-
tered population, engaged principaily in
agriculture. In Nova Scotia alone does
the miner occupy the position of a dis-
tinet cluss in the communily. Thisis
due primarily to its mineral wealth, which
I have endeavoured to outline in the fol-
lowing pages, but is, perhaps, equally
owing to its favoured position. Placed
at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, and
overhanging the eastern coast of Ameriea,
its position marks it out as a halting
place in the highways of the sea, and its
numerous and desp harbors permit the
approach of vessels to within a few miles
of every locality yielding mineral or agri-
cultural wealth. This facility of access
gave rise-to an extensive exportation of
coal, gypsum, grindstones, otc., to the
United States many years ago, and, sinco
Confederation the tmde of our mineral

exportation is flowing into Quobec and
othier Dowinion Provinces in a steadily
incrensing stream, Tho conscquence of
this is that our mining industries mani-
fest a steady growth, and their futare
expansion will be cv-equal with that ol
the Dominion. The natural pusiton of
Nova Scotin indicates that sho should be
the workshop of Cunada ; that here, more
profitably than elsewhere in the Domin-
ion, can sugar be refined, cotton spun,
and iron ores smelted and worked into
the thousand atticles needed by the con-
tractor, the manufacturer, and the farmer.
Ifere slone in the Dominior are found
in juxtaposition, coal, iron, fluxes, guld,
otc., a boon conferred by nature on very
few countries.”

[Copies of thepamphlet maj boobtained
frowr Dr. Honeyman at Kingston (during
the Exhibition), or at anytime on appli-
cation at the Mines Office, or to the
Queen's Printer, at Halifax.]

The following table shows the distribu-
tion of the cual sold during the year 1881
by the Nova Scotin mines :

Nova Scotificeenericen tons (2,240 lhs,)
Ontario atd Quebee ¢ .
New Brunswick o o
Newfoundland " 4
P, E. Island s’ d
West Iudies ¢ 4
United Siates " o
Other Countries s “*
Total ..... 1,035,014

TEE PICTOU CATILE DISEASE.

———

STELLARTOYN, Aug. SOth, 18S2.

The Editor Journal of Agriculture:

Siry—-1 have read with inuch interest,
the Report on the Cattle Disease of this
County ; but I am inclined to question
the prominence given to Rugwort and
poor food as possible causes of the dis-
case. I live in a section where Rugwort
(Stinking Willie) abounds, where it is
impossible to keep it out of the hay, and
the pastures are full of it,~—though cattle
do not touch it—and yet there is no dis-
ease here. It cannot be said that many
of the cows which hava to roam through
the wouds for a liring in summer, are
well fed in winter und spring, the revere
is rather the case ; and yet, as I said be-
fore, the disease is not here.

To one accustomed to stall-fed cattle
and well-kept stables, the common feed-
ing in this country may scem poor, but
poor as some of it may he, it is nothing
like so bad as is to be seen in more east-
wardly districts of this Province. Hence,
I conclude that neither Ragwort nor poor
feeding can be causes of the disease,
though the latter may make cattle exposed
to its influence more prone to take it.

Yours, &e,,
1L S. Poore.

Tur following observations by Profes-
gsor Law, V. 8., on Anthrax, or what 18
sometimes called Black Leg 1 Cattle, may
be read with interest i connection with
the Reports on the Pretou Cattle Diseass,
which, although a very distinet form of
disense is, wu belivve, regarded by Dr.
McEachran as probably of a sumular
nature :

There are two varieties of the disease
both dependont on the presence in the
system of minute vegetable organisms
(bacteria) which have acquired the dan.
gerous fucility of living and increasing in
the blood and tissues of the animal body.
OUne form of the malady is the malignant
anthrax proper—the mualignant pustule of
man—caused by an organism which ex-
ists in the blood and wital fluids in the
form of microscopic staff-shaped bodies,
as well as spherical ones.  This type is
readily communicable to all species of
warm-blooded animals unless they have
already been rendered insusceptiblo by
an carlier attack. The second form is
associated with a microscopic orgunism
which is found in the spherical form
only in the blood and animal tluids, and
which has not been found to attack
readily other animals than cattle.

Both are equally dangerous to caitle;
the first is quito us dangerous to man and
other warm-blooded asimals. Whether
the germs in both diseases are but varie-
ties of tho same organism remains to be
seen ; what is more immediately to the
point is that both appear to follow tho
samo law of development, and to depend
on the same geneml conditions for the
mnintenance of their virulence. This is
most inveterate if secluded from air, but is
gradually lost in the presenco of freo air
and moisture. Henco the germ ouce
introduced or developed in a soil of a
close, impervious, and compact kind, or
one over<charged with the remains of
animal or vegetable life, or in one habit-
ually water-lugged, is preserved indefi-
nitely, while in one which is natumlly
dry, open, and porous, or which has been
thoroughly under-drained, sconer or
later loses its virulence. In accumula-
tions of litter or manure, in liquid manure
tanks, in close cellars, and the like, it is
more likely to be preserved than else-
where.  To check the progress of the
malady, therefore, and prevent new at-
tacks, the exposed cattle should at oncs
be moved to soil which is thoroughly
drained and pervious to moisture.

The carcases of the dead and all the pro-
ducts of the sick should be burned, cr, if
buried at all, should be in adry porous
soil with a covering of guicklime to favour
speedy decomposition,und securely fenced
in so that no other cattle can approach
the place, nor eat the grass grown upon
it for several years. I1f dump or imper-
vious soil only is attainable for burial



