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CARLYLE APPRA&ISED.

S OME time ago there appeared lu one
of the Reviews an article by Mr.

Payn on ' Sbam Admiration in Litera-
ture,' wherein some good illustrations are
given of the way lu which mny readers,
through mere imitation, or because it ta
the fashion, express admiration for what
are called Standard Works, ofteu with-
out having read them, and always with-
out having any well-considered reasons
for their approbation. Sometbiug of
this kind is noticeable just now lu the
deluge of eulogy which ia beiug poured
out lu prose and verse on the works and
life of Thomas Carlyle. Few of those
who are so profuse lu the use of auch
ternis aa ' Sage,' ' Philosopher,' ' Pro-
phet,' and what not, seeru to have con-
aidered what are the chief characteriatica
of hia worka. A 'Philosopher ia one who
bas a aystem of laws or principles by
which be can explain ail kinda of pheno-
mena. A Propliet la one who foretella
truly the coming of future eventa.
There does not aeem to be in any of
Carlyle's writings sufficieut grounds for
conferring on h:m either title. Hia
philosophy la of too beterogeneous aud
coutradictory a character to enable hlm
or any one to accont for social pheno-
mena, and bis predictions bave not s0
far been verified, as witneas, 'Shooting
Niagara and after.' Tbe Parliameuts
elected by the mass of English bouse-
hoiders ('mostly fools') have grappied
successfuily withi many autiquated abu-
ses that have comne down to them from
heroic times, such as the Irish Church,
Purchase lu the Army, Land Tenure, aud
others. Tbe one distinguiahing feature of
Cariyle's works, which ablues conspicu.
ously from, the firat to the last la, Eumity
to free institutions and equai righta.
His early pedagogic experiences seeni
to have tinged bis viewa of human na-
tutre ; he regarded the human race as a
set of boys requiring to be coerced iuto
order by arbitrary discipline and some
kiud of tawse, the higbest virtue on
thuir part being subutission to the na-

tural born hero or king. IJnfortunately-
his philosophy did flot enable hlm to>
point out any tribunal or agency for as-
certaining the qualifications of such a.
leader.

His 'Reminiscences' may be taken as
in sonie sort an epitomie of lis woris.
In the chapter on Edward Irving there
is the old indetinable charmi of style,
making, the most homely incidents glow
with intereat, and ieading the reader on
page after page ln a kind of fascination
to the end ; but there is in the rest of the
work such an exhibition of bile, spitef ni-

1ness, sud overweening seif-esteem as
ineyer was muade before by a literai y
mati. Mr. J. S. Mill is spoken of as
'Poor Mill,' and his 'Review , whichwas
the first to attack establisbed dogmas on
Church and State, la described as ' Hide
b.o,und' (was there ever such a palpable
misjudgment?) Mr. Mill himself, as an
editor, la ' Sawdust to the mast-head.'
Harriet Martiueau is 'Fuliof Nigger
fanaticisuis and adnmiration for bier bro-

ither James, a Socinian (not a Unitarian>
preacher of due quality.' Wiiberforce la.
aiso a 'Nigger Philanthropist.' If Car-
iyie's phiiosophy had been anything
wortby of the nainehle wouid have kuown
that slavery worked its greatest nîischiief
on the siave-owners, and that those whoin
he aneers at as ' Nigger Philanthropists'
were in a stili more conspicuoua degree
white phiianthropists. During the many
years iu which Carlyle resided in Loni-
(Ion, the Dissenters waged a constant
war with the arrogance and intoierance
of the Estabiished Church. There waa a]-
most contiuuaily some question at issue,
Church rates, Test Acta, t>arish buriala.
One would have expected that Carlyle,
with bis strict Preabyterian bringing up,
would have felt keen sympathy aud iii-
terest in the atruggiles of the Dissenters
but hie neyer coutributed a singie line
on their behaîf. It mnay be urged lu hWs
defence that bis attention waa absorbed.
lu bis worka ; that he was too earneat in
denouncing shania in generai to find time
to attack any particular sham ; but the-
anawer la, that when bis absolutist feel-
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