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as a "lhuman invention," and as Ilsavoring of papistical will-worsliip." But
if dissenters; in England have abolishied Christnmas in its religious bearing,
they, as well as churchrnen, consent to keep it as a social holiday, on îvhichi the
machinery of business is stopped. andcit-h laborer pcritud wo enjoy a day
uf sweet rest. We see, then, thiat from being a simple religious festival, Christ-
mas lias now beconie the most wide1y-spread, fondly-cherishied, social and
dornestic hioliday of ail the year. This concludes our brief sketch of Christ-
mas customis and observances from the Satturnatia down to our own time.
We have seen that in the early centuries, in ]3ritain, the secular idea of
Christmas, rather than the religions side of the day, remained uppermost
until wve reacli the sixteenth century. With the Reformation a kind of reflue-
ment is brought in, îvhich caused many of the wild carousals to disal. pear
and the people to be finpressed îvith the need of giving the religious aspect
more prornlinence. Within the last two or three centuries the social and
domestic elements seern to be pressing the religious idea again into the back--
ground, until to-day the Christmas festival seems to be more particularly the
property of children than any other; not that everybody does not join in
the celebration with ail their heart, but that the children, in honor perhaps
of I-Lim wvho became a child, are given the chief part in its pleasures.

This ]eads me to say a word or tîvo about the Chrisrnias-tree and Santa
Claus. Both are of German origin. The former used to be set up iii a spare
rooni ini the bouse a few days before Christmas, and dressed from top to
bottoin with uie trinkets and presents such as children only knowv how to
prize. The door is kept carefully locked and everything secretly hidden
until the long-looked-for day arrives, wvhen the good things are distributed
among those wvho cari appreciate themn to the fullest. But the Christnîas-tree
is flot so much a family affair now. Day-schools, Sunday-schools, etc., have
taken this rnethod, of giving thieir schiolars and friends a jolly good time. It
may lie ivorth mentioning that the Christnias-tree, ivhich is the rnost positive
featurz of children's Christmnas now-a-day, wvas flot mucli known, if at ail,

aog the Englishi-speaking children tili after the good Prince Albert came
to England. Santa Claus, which is a corruption of Saint Nicholas, is also a
German institution. The heads of fanuilies often on Christmas eve, after
picking out presenis for each child as lus or lier character suggested, souglit
ont sonue old mani in the vicinity, who, ail dressed up wvith wlhite robe and
fur, flax wig, buskans, etc., camne next morning, and, to the amiazement of the
littie ones, put into their hands " the very thing each wvas lookirîg for." WVlo,

i woider, is more beloved by the youngsters than good old Santa Claus?
He is one of the first and best of childhood's acquaintances. It seerns tlîat
the little ones who live iniiMontreal are filled with dread at the tlîought that
Santa Claus rnay flot corne at ail this Christmas on account of the sniall-pox.
You needn't be alarmed, children. Hie is going to take every possible pre-


