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tiniid and enibarrassed in Margarct's pre-
sexice, yet slie never atteînpted to brcak
through the invisible bonds tlhat vere around
lier. She feit suie wvas not aL frec agent, yet
iL ivas paixîfül to tbinik tlîat bier sister was,
ili fact, bier iniistress. Whiat Margaret would
tlîink, wliat Margaret ivould say, iv-bat Mar-
garct ivould have lier do, thiese w-are thîe
questions tbat arosze inalber iiiiîîd wlienever
suie w-as loft to act for lierseif in any instance,
no maLter how trifingç, it iiglit bo. Slie lad
no standard, no w-il], no principles of bier
on-n. Margaret -was ail thieso to lier, and
W-ho miay estiniate the ainouint of injury done
to a younig, sensitive, and affectionate spirit,

btraining sucli as tlîis. The influence of
this quiet uinacknowledged tyranny brouglit
iii sonietbing of that fear w-hiclh shiouid be
cast out by perfect love, and at the sanie
tinie, nurtured a hielpiessness and dependence
of mind, w-hieil eaused Agnes to elasp lier
cbain, and refer every eircunistanee, howvever
unixaportant to the deelsion of lier eIdest sis-
ter. Agnes Version-w-as vcry lovely, but lier
beauty miglit oniy be eompared to M-argaret's
as tlhat of the violet to thîe stately lEly. Some
farnily iikeness existed betw-een tlîem, but

--Agnes liad a less brilliant complexion, aiîd a
far ]ess strikin- expression of' countenance.
There w-as a gentie, subdued Iook about lier,
that, niigbit have been inistaken for the effect
of sect sorrow, even before lier young hieart
.lîad kno-wn its bitter i-isitingS. IVas it the
foreshadow-îng of lier future destiny that ivas
aiready casting its darkeess on lier brow ?

There w-as one cireunistance, hon-eyer, on

lerslcy w-as a Vernon, a distant relative of~
the Baroiiet's, and tic very pride tlîat Wvould
liave kept Sir Gilbert aloof froni any other
fainiily of inerely niiddling rank, pronîpted
Minu to show tlîat no co of lus naine and
blood biow-ever humble ia cireunîstances,
could bo unw-ortlîy of notice. The Willers.
Ieys, therefore, -ere frequent visitors at tlua
hall, and Agnes being of the sanie age au
Rosa Willersley, a girlisli friendship sprang
up between tlieîn, w-hidi lioîvever, ivas jea.
lously w-atched by Margaret, -ho -as very
unw-illing that Agnes su ould have nny oae
as counsellor and cotfidan/c except lîcrself,
and w-as peculiarly averse to lier being on
terîns of close intiniacy w-ith eue %vlboni sha
considcred thecir inferior. Permission for
Agnes to visit the rectory w-as thuorefore
alw-ays aeeorded reluctantly. Still Agncs's
hîappy luours thiere ivere neithier fan' nor far
between ; tlîey -ere the sunbeams of her
life-, thce timics from whlich sbe dated, and ta
wlîicl slîe looked forwarci, aînd tlîough Rosa
Willerslcy's society w-as the ostensible pics.
sure she souglit la tlhîem, the iniage of another
arose in lier lîeart, thioughl biis naine passed
nothler lips, and the thîouglît of omie fat dearce
tîa Rosa, or aîîy othuer on earth, sent the
eloquent blood burniîîg to lier chck and
brow.

.As te tlîe young man lîinîself, lie lowd
Agnes w-ith. ail the abandonmnent of a p-
sien, vliicli is se bestowed, that it adinits of
neither hopes nor fears. To -ed Agnes
Vernon, w-ns a purpose tlîat; neyer preseated
itself te lus mind in any defined shiaji, evra

whieh Agnes Vernon did not consuit lier sis- la biis w-ild;est dreanis. To love lier w-as the
ter. It was a rratter vitally connected w-itlî continuai action cf ilig soul. Tliat lier '.je-
lier liappiness, yet shue durst sot have spoken tion for Iiini excccded tluat of a sister aid
cf it for tie w-orld. Shie hiad already giveui friend, -as ain idea, wliich neyer entered bia
hier lîeart freely, fully, and aias! unselicited, tlîouglits. Tlîe daughî,Iter cf Sir Gilbert Ver-
tc Chiarles \Villersley, tue eldest son cf a non, endowed wvitli ail the advantngcs tInt

neghborngclrynam.weaith, and rank, and beauty en hestow,
In crdiaary cases, suchi a faniily as the w-as a bcing reumîoved frein evea the aibition

Vernons w-ouid hiave lîad littie intereourse cf the poor country curate hie w-as dcsig-ned
witiî tliat cf a country pastor, poor and un- te be. Ile nover souglit te Wn lier affection,

ditnuile acte1e.Gog WillersIeý. lie neyer told lier lie Ioved lier, lu1)a c
Tbeiraequaintanc weuhd liave been confined even jeaicus cf lier; but lie ioved on di
teo 1'tue parsoa's" being fcriaally asked to after day, ycar aftcr year, ardeatly and U"'* dinner three or four times a year, and thie channgeably, and she, te wlioni the 1-iowledpm
*parsoa's wvife exclianging stiff nîoraing visits cf tluat love w-euld have been dearer thana
--witli tlîe ladies of thie family. B3ut Mrs. IVii- the treasures cf the carth, w-hosc owa tim*

306


