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lin-lishlanug the instrumnent of I rish
literaýturle." 1 b is is a lr-cciîinent> jirac-
tical thenme. and, it %vill be presently found,
thiat NIr. Brooke discussed àl in Ilhe self-
saine spirit. Thicearliesi and nothlest part
of Irish literature. lie told bis listeners,
%vas national, but not nationialist. It ivas
fully Irishi ; wvritteil out of the hecarts of
lier own people, and il %vas but little in-
fluen.:ed b>' othier literatures. 'J'le litera-
turc' whicl followed the invasion of lreland
b>' zhe Englishi, and accompanicd the op-
pression and misery which then over-
%vhilniied aur counîry, nia> be said to be
nationalist as, well as national. It was
forced to concetve Ircland as a whole, and

aset over against Fngand. In this op-
position, and out of this oppression, the
patriotic sentiment ivas born wblicbi caused
dhe Irish pocts and Irisb peCople to make
Ireland int a pathetic personalit>', who
could be loved like a wvonian and wor-
shipped like a qucen. 1 do flot think it
t00 niuchi to say thai the miodern idea of
4nationality -vins born for the first tiie

in Ireland. There arc nîany soiigs ad-
dressed to bier, concecved of as a beauitiful
ivian, long before the imiie of Queen
Elizabeth. AI] tbe warring chieftainries
wvere as one in tlieir camnion love of lier ;
and this irnpersanilicatian of Ireland as the
lovel>' and sorrowful waonian, oppressed,
buit neyer crushed ; wouinded b>' Fngiand,
but alvinys recoverir.g froni lier wounds,
nppears in the work of ail the Irish-writing
pocts up ta, the present centuTy, and con-
tinues ta apvear, during this century, in
ihec poetry written l)y Irishînien in the
inglisb malue.

One of the dccpcst roots af ]-ngilish
naiionality is the cont:nulity of bier national
literaîtire, and EngIiçlisliieni bave inices-
%.antly labored io kepl their literawtre
tqngetheir, ta honor it, to extcnd it. It"is
inivoven whhi thlz whole of lier nationl
lire, and it iakes hiaif the passion of lier
niationalit>'. And if vie wito strengîhen
lrishl nationialit>, ta prove il mare cliearly
to the world, ta scnd it back as far mbt
[lie pasî as the niationialit>' 0of England, We
rnnot10 do bettem- thani miak-e it largcl>' rest
0o1 Irish literaîurc ; and wc havc not donc
lh;iî as yet.

lrish lilerature is nal ta rlad what
F.muelsl Iicmature is ic l'oighuziid. 'lle nînss
oif Ille Irish people knovi nuthing ofità and

(-arc litt * e abouti it. Thlat ihe>' should
ktowv, and siu!)care, wvill do more for
the cause of a truc Nationalisni, than ail
our political angers. Moreover, wvith the
perishing of the Irish languiage, as the
tlngue of tbe pcole--antid it is perishing
îvmth accelm-atmng speed-the popular
interest ihat once gatlhered round bier past
literature, is vanishingy avia>. Ireland is
to-day, suffering a greater national loss tban
shec imiagines. She will bitterly regret it,
unless she repent and do work meet for
repentance. She knows less of lier litera-
turc than the French and Gerniaui scholars
knovis of it. I hlope Iblis socicty and the kmn-
dred Society' ini Dublin,will do> samiething to
repair this errar. Let uis hav-e histar>' and
politics by ail means, but ]et us tak-e cýame
also of auir oldest and fairest beritage. A
comnon, lovt of the beautiful things îvbicb
d:stinguytisbi our nation fmom othier nations,
ivill i ak-e us love and honor aur country
more than a commion war against those
wîho appose our liationality.

And, mndcc, there is scarcel>' any'
modern litemature îvhicb bias beeni so con-
tinuous as ours, or so aid. It is truc vie
]lave no long nianuscripts older than the
tenth or eleventh century, but the m:i-.erials
ont of îvbich the manuscripts were built, go
back ta a remaoter antiquit>' than either
E-nghish or WVelsh' Literature. The>' con-
tain stories oi a finer imai-ýginative quahit>',
than the carly 'Welsh or Englisli stcuies.
*Fheir poctical elements a.re more instinct
ivith nature and hunanit>', and the' leave
a more kindling and inspiring influence an
the imiagination of athier people than flows
forthl froni the beginning of any allier ver-
nactihar European I iteratu rc. T'his carl>-
literature is virittenl in the Irish tangue,
and it cansists, aI the bcginning of mi-
cal histories, fîmhl of îvild and romiantic
episodes- 'FhIesc, w-hidi recaunt uic
lcgecndary invasions of Erin, in pre-liistoric
limies, by tribes vhiose letcas viere divine
or lînîf-divinc. are of tbclîig ihest interest
to tic criuical imythlîogisî. But: the' also
conlain, or have referrcd to tlieir period,
tales of as great initeresu ta the seek-cr of
fie literature. Thec 17Were S~- ofq

S4>y-?/i,~~.belon to dit distant waorhd
-Ille 1,a/c of the c/,i/dien of L;the
Siw-' of M/e Chi/dreu r!j 7iii-eauni, the
sfaijy ao/fi/ Spiis of Uisnrarh. A fter tlîis
mnlythological cycle, caie Ille successive


