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disciples, ‘‘ another comforter, even the Holy
Spirit”? Does he dwell in the innermost
recesses of your heart ?—Sel.

A STRANGE BOOK.

ATELY I have been reading a very
strange book. It is the strangest
book “that was ever published.
Wherever it goes, it does strange
things, and it has already gone into

more regions, and to more people, than any

other boo¥k.

Strangest of all, it has vone its most won-
derful work when it lins gone to people who
could not read, and who did not even have a
written language. But this strange book
has given them an alphabet; it has made
them a written language, and has had itself
translated into that language, and printed
with their new alphabet, and then these
people have sat down to study this book,
which had done this strange thing to their
old language.

This book has perhaps doubled the number
of written languages in the world during the
past eighty years. Whole tribes of savages
and cannibals, who lived like animals fifty
years ago, now wear clothes, and read this
book. Isit not strange that a book should
push itself around the world in this way,
using a written language where it found one,
or clse creating one, and all to get itself read
by cver{ person in the world? No other book
ever did such a thing.

But it was more than eizhty years ago that
the Bible—for that is the name of the bookt
as every one must know - began this work of
making languages and clothing savages.
Fifteen hundred years ago, our vwn fore-
fathers were as barbarous and ignorant as
many of the tribes that the Bible is visiting
to-day. They lived in the woods in the
northern part of Ilurope, and all tleir lives
were spent in ﬁghtiu% with the climate, and
with one another. But this book went to
them much in thesame way that it is going
to-day into other parts of the world, and
altbongh it did not have the art of printing
to help it, and although our fore-fathers were

. obstinate heathen, yet after many centuries,

we see that we, their children, are quite
different in our habits, our thoughts, and our
advantages.

But it does not take the whole Bible to do

these strange things. “The Bible is a big book,

and so when it starts on its travels, it'does
not al\vzl,?'s go as a whole, but sometimes
sends little parts of itself, and these do w hat
is as wonderful as that which is done by the
whole book,

What a wonderful hook, how much it has
done for our own and other nations.--I'rom
a Leaylet.

“ WHAT IS PRAYING?”

FNLONVERSATION between two pupils
R in Wilmina Girls’ School, Japan.

A (who came inas a boarder the
& day before, to B, who has been in

) school some months) : “ What kind
of girls are those room-mates of minet They
seem to be just a little—-well—queer! Are
they not different from the other girls?™

B. ** No, I think not. They are very nice
girls, Why do you think they are queert”

A. “Why, they are so strange. Last even-
ing, just before we went to bed, suddenly they
stopped talking, and, as if they had quar-
relled, turned their backs to eacl. other, and
began to tallic the strangest kind of words I
ever heard. I tried to understand,butlcould
make nothing out of it. I began to *hink
they were not just like other girls, so I did
not ask anything abount it. Now, I would like
to know why they do that. Is it some kind
of a study, or what is it 2"

B. * Why, they were praying ; that is all.”

A, Praying! What is praying?™

B. (Not being a Christian herself, was a
little puzzled by this straightforward ques-
tion). ** Praying is just—just talking to God
and telling Him 21l about yourself,”

A, “Well, I don’t undersiand quite, I
think I will just go and ask C.: she must
know all about it, for she seems to be quite
skilfulin it.”

(Goes back to her own rvom).

A. “ Will you please tell me what you and
D. were doing yesterday evening and this
morning? B. calls it ‘ praying,” but I can’t
quite make out just what ‘praying’ is.
don't think B. knows much about it herself,
You must understand, for you do it.”

Then follows a long explanation of prayer.

A., listening intently, finally decides that
prayer is a desirable accomplishment, and
concludes by asking earnestly : ‘ When I
finish the preparatory class, may I pray too?

Being assured that she may pray that very
minute if she likes, she isdelighted, and atter
that, morning and evening, in her child-like
way, she prays to God of whom she never
heard until a few days ago, and who will surely
reveal Himself to her as He does not to the
worldly-wise.

Do not think this story is imaginary. I
assure you it all happened. The girl is not
much more than a child in years, is indeed
a very babe in worldly wisdom. She knows
a grea’, many things, but about God her mind
is surely a blank.” Pray that on it may soon
be found an image of the true God.—Mis-
sionary Record.




