
SYM BOLS OF .HRIST IN THE GOSPEL ;o ST. JMIJ.
* 'E lasb of the Evangelists, wri5ing

many yeara after the- others, appliei
himself more to setting forth the(
doctrine taught by Chr'st, than de.
scribing the mere facts of Ris Jife

on earth. Thus lie omits all detail con-
nected with our Lord's birth and early
years, announcing merely the flet, that
"the Word 'was made flesh, and dwelt
anong us." In this Gospel only is the
doctrine of Christ's Divine nature set forth
positively and dogmatically, giving the clue
to the intention of the whole book: 'that
ye might believe on the Naine of the Son
of God, and that, believing, ye miglit se
have life through Rim."

St. John was .evidently of a more con-
tempilative turn of mmd than the other
Evangelists, and vbere theynre content to
record Christ's parables and miracles with
little comment, his closer and more affec-
t:onate intercourse with their Divine Au-
thor seems to bave given-him a deeper in-
siglit into spiritual things.' ".None," says
Origen, "can rightly read St. John, who
bas not lamin with him on Jesus' breast."
In order to adapt the mysteries of God in
some measure te man's finite compreben-
sion, it is necessary to make use of
" earthly things with heavenly meanings;"
and us these representations, cailied "syn-
bols," the Gospel of St. John abounds more
than any other; that of 'the Word," is
used by this writer alone.

\e shall take the symbols in detail, as
they occur in the course of tihe Guspei;
noticng, that some are ustd by our Lord
of limself, otbers by the Evangelist onily,
and others by both.

¶1 book opens with a symbolical ex.
pression, ' In the beginning was the Word,

and te'ýVr ws wvith God, and the Word
-%vis GoV> That something more than the.
mere conmandmeit or lawv of God is here
meant, is evident not ouly froin the cm-
picrent of the personal pronoun im the
3rd veree, "All things were made by
i but frin the l4 th, "the Word was
made fieslnld d-wek, niong uç." There

was but one, Being to 'whom these words
s could apply-- the only-begotten Son of

God, who became man for eur sakes.
(Luke i. 35.)

The description of Wisdom in the 8th
chapter of Proverbs is very similar to the
Opening passage of St. John, and las ·pro-
bably the same meaning. Our Lord never
applies the expression '&Word of God"
to Himself, though ve may trace a para-
phrase of it in Ris address te the Phari.
sees: "Him whom the Father bath sancti.
flied, and sent into the world." The Jews
were constantly tauglit in their synagogues
that the "'Word of God" vas the saune as
God, arid that by the Word al tsings
were made. Only that which they knew
net vas, that this Word wvas made flesb,
and that the Word made flesh vas Jesus
d'brist. He is called the " Word," because
God bath spoken to us by Hin (ob. i. 1),
and b is directed us te bear Himi (M1att.
xvii. 5). As a man makes known bis
thoughts and intentions by his word or
speech, so is Christ the Literpreter of God's
will towards us.

Closely connected with this symbol is
another-that of light. By coîap-ring
verses 3 and 10, the one cssioaing the
office of Creator of the world to tb Word,
the other te the Light, we sec that both
symubols indicate the sanie Divine Beisîg
Our Lord also frequentty styles limself
the «Lght of the World " (John viii. 12 ;
ix. 5; X i. 35). Ini the mnaterial woild, the
creationl of light was the first step tovwards
)ringing order out of chaos; so, at tie tisue

whcsx tise Sun of Righteousness arose ispon
the spirrunal world, "darkness covered the
earth, and gross darkness the people ;" the
Gentiles were sunk in cruelty and licou-
tiousness under the naine of religion, and
the Jews bad superseded the pure law of
thteir God by countless human traditions.
Then the true Light nppe.red-first of all
as the Star out of Jacob, offering Ris rays
te Ris own closen people. But as the
nost brilliant light is of ne use te a bliud

iman, or to one vho wilfully shuts bis eyes,


