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I)ismias accompanied joseph and iMary to the opening
of the cavern.

Th'le hurricane "'as at its hieighit ragîing so furiously
thiat Mary shiuddered.

Il It iviI1 lie a territble nighit, " w~hispered the bandit
timidly. IlThe child wvi11 be eold and perhaps harm wvill
befali H-imi. . i f you wouild like..

Mary glanced uneasily a,, the sky, nowv of inky black-
ness, pierced at times bv flasnes of vivid lightning and"
tlireatening soon to send dow:î torrents of ramn.

"lHere," pursued Dismas Ilyou wvill be safc. Gesmnas
sleeps heavily. No one can follow you into this retreat,
and to-morrow, at day break, 1 wiIl gui de you throughi
the forest by pathis knowvn to mie alone."

joseph and Mary wvere stili hesitating wvhen they no-
tcdthat the Child, stili in Dismas' arms, hiad again fallen

asleep. ' blond head pressed against the taw'nv cheek
and His iittle ami around the robber's neck.

~rîey remnained.
Before Gesmas awoke next niomning, they took Ieav'e

of the outlawv w~ho had given thern ihospitalitv in his ça-
vern, Mary saying to him in lier sweet tones "Mayest
thou W~ho comnpassionated mv Chiild, bc blessed and con-

sldin tlîv last hour."

After having, for thirty ycars, spreaat terror thiroughl
Judea by their rohberies, extortions and cruelty. Disnîas

ind Gesnias werc at last captured by: the soldiers of Pon-
titis Pilate, thien oficiating at jertisalemi as Roman Go-
vernor. TIiev w'ere sentenced to the miost infamous of ail

deaths, crucifixion.
A mnan of sinless life wvas also to die with tlien ; i-lis

onlv crinme wvas thiat of deelaring inîiseif to be the Son of
God, Ioving the poor and lowly and preacingç a lau' of
cliaritv and miercy to the pitiless arrogant jews.

Thie co-wardlv Governor, wlio, found Ilno cause iii
this just mia,î," wvas not brave enoughi to shield Hini froni
thecliatred of the phiarisees anic boldly proclaimi His innio-
cence. He tried hiowever, to excite the compassion of dhe
deicidal jew's by bringring cJesuis before themi w, lien He had
been reduced 6y scourgringr to the niost lanientabi- 'tate.
Froni the balcony of the proetoriuni lie sliowed th,ý taowý

I.


