48

POETRY.
From ' Tho Pearl,’’ for 1837,
ROCKS.

nY MISS 3, A. DROVWNE.

l{cruLRss and crownless, with your forehoads bare
Uato the blast, your bald heads reared towards
Hoaven,
Unheeding winds and temposts, round you driven—
Your bosoms scorning every floworet fair,
Yo stand a fearless band!—yset often, when,
The storm is past, and summer suns are bright,
Some look most beautiful—~and only then,
Though ever grand. Oh! yo are liko to thoso
Who for their faith in older times wete slain,
Scorning alike this low warld’s joy or pain,
And Fameo's green laurel, orsoft Plessure’s roso;
And only deigning to roceive a crown
Of light—and that fromn Heaven’s own roalms sent
down.

MISCELLANY.

' NOTIING IS BENEATH TUHE ATTENTIUN OF A
GREAT MAN.”

This short senteuce is inscribed over the
door of the small building in Holland, which
was once the workshop of Peter the Great;
and furnishes more than volumes of commen
description and history could de, an insight
into the character of the man who raised the
Muscovites from the deepest barbarism to the
rank of civihzation, and laid the foundation of
an empire, the extent of which the world seems
a3 yet unable o comprehend.

One of the most fatal errors to which men
are subject is the disposition to treat saall
things with contemptuous indifference; for-
getting that great things are but aggregates of
smAll ones, and that discoveries and events of
the greatest impartance tc thie world, can be
traced to things most insiguificant in them-
selves. Nothing more truly marks an original
mind and stamps its pussessor as a truly great
man, than the seizure of circumstances which
would pass unnoticed by the great multitude,
and by subjecting them to the powerful ana-
Jysis of his reasoning powers deducing infer-
ronces of the greatest practical results.

The power of *he loadstone to attract iron,

jbut from them Faust conceigéd and exccuted
moveanble type ; and printing, an art that per-
haps has exercised a groater 1nfluonce on the
distiny of mankind than any other, thushada
beginning.

Galilco was n a church at Florence, where
a drowsy Dominican was holding forth on the
morits of the Virgin, aud the miracles of the
Holy Church ; things nbout which the philo-
sopher cared very little.  'I'he principal
lamp of the church hud been left suspended in
such a mauner that it swung to and fro in the
shghtest breath and caught the eye of the phi-
losopher. The regulurity of its oscillations
struck lim, and the idena of employing such
vibranons to measure time occured. Galileo
left the church and returned to hus study, and
in a short timo the first pendulum cver made
was swinging.

Some children playing with the glasses of a
Dutch spectacle maker, nccidentully placed |
two so that the steeple of a church appeared
much nearerand turned bottom upwards.
From this small beginning was produ-ed the
telescope ; an instrmment which more than any
other, has enlarged the boundaries of the uni-
verse, and given 10 man more exalted ideas of
that Being who spake all these worlds into
existence.

About one hundred and fifty yecars ago, an
old man nught have been scen in his study ap-
parently amusing himself by witnessing the
escape of steam from an old wine bottle, and
then checking 1t by instantaneously plunging
it into cold water. There are multitudes
who would sueer at an observer of nature who
could stuop to notice such a trifle, yet this ex-
pansion aud coudensation of steam in the
bustle, and the tran of thoughts which it sug-
gested, 1o the hands ot the Marquis of Worces-
ter, gave birth to the steam engine, the must
valuable picsent scicnce has ever made to the
arts, These very men who are nuw filled
with dehght and astomshmet when they be-
Lold the Leautiful siecamboat majestically
ploughing the waves, or the steam car whirling
its traun of carriages over the railroad with al-
most the ragmdity of thonght, would be the first
to Juuh aud speak with contempt on the train
of swall causes that led to such important re-
sults.

But perhiaps the example of Newton, more

has been known from time immemorial 5 ac-

, thau any ather, cunclusively proves that there

cident discovered the fact thata magnetized jsn the whuie circic of nature, nothing tri-
needle would indicate the north; but for a fling o a truly great mind. Thousands had
long time this truth was productive of no re- seen apples fall from the trees to the earth ;
sults, In the hands of Flavin Giojia of Am'\lh,‘ set no one had ever asked the question whe-
: A : )
it produced the mariner’s compnss, an iInstru-"lier the cause that caused the apple to fall to
ment which has changed the whole course "f,the carth extended to the moon 1—yet this
commerce, and opened A'};‘?"c“ and Australin_ question and its solutron was the key that has
to the rest of the world.  ‘i'o mention unly one ;unlocked the mechamsm of the universe, and
of the things that the uze of the compass in, uiven 10 man powers and ides, which could
maritime discovery had led to—it has given the | giherwise never have existed.
potato to Burope, and thus trebled the means  The great truth these examples inculeate is
of subristeuce as well as doubled the popula- i} s—that there is nothing tnfling in natue,
tion. Lo j nothing that is not worthy of attention and re-
A chemist was at work inhis laboratory pre-' flection, nothing that does not furm part of the
paring a powder for a certain purpose. Al orai cham of cause and effect, consequently
spark fell intothis composition and it explnded 5 capable of leading tothe most valuable and in-
und from that day gunpowder was discover- teresting events.
ed. Some may question the utility of this|
discovery, lu'nt we do not. Guupowder has, Tne Cax't se Done Ourery.—The story of
matenally aided the miner, the founder and the | Tulton, who first intreduced the steam-boat in

chemist 3 but more than all, 1t hias given inter-
nal order and tranquility to the lungdoms of
Lurope, by knocking down those strong holds
of feudal barbarism and cruelty, the castles of
a hauglty and domincering nobility, ard pla-
cing the wenk, so far as regards protection
by faw, and securnity to person and property,on

Awmericn, affords a provoking speetmen  of the
‘1t can’t be done” outery.—After being the
laughing-atock of every budy while pursuing
Lis olject and making experiments, he at
lengih announced that Lie was prepared to take
a boat up the Hudson Rner, aad suvlicited
passengers to come v board to witness his

a level with the highest. success. DMany came, and to their very great

A German peasent carved letters on the surprise the boat moved forward upon her
bark of a beech tree, and with them stamped, course. It had not proceceded far, however,
characters on paper for the amusement-of his | before it stopped abruptly ; and the general
cluldrea. Notlung more was Jhought of them ;| voice immediately oxclaimed at the absurdity

of the project, * Wo said it would never suce
ced! &c. Fualton addressed then mildly, de-
cluring that hie did not know the cause at pre-
sent, but he would descend and see. Heo
did so; and soon rectifying the orror, the boat
again inuved forward, and amidst the inceasant
cavilling of the learned and unlenrned fools,
and their momentary expectation of another
and o final stoppage, proceeded steadily till
it reached Albany, and then returned to New-
York ; thus performing a distunce of nearly
three hundred miles. “When, however, they
had renched home, as Fulton writes in a let-
ter to a friend, ¢ he was still doomed to be dis-
appointed : imngination superscded fuct ; they
saud he could not do it again— and if he could,
what was the use of it7'—Lzxposition of the
False Medium.

A Hinr 7o Topacco-cuewers.—Ameries
consumes a vast quantity of tobncco in chew-
ing. The manufactory which 1 visited appear-
ed exclusively occupied in preparing it for this
purpose. The first process devolves on the
oldest negresses, who assort the difierent kind
of leaves. The stalks are then taken out, and
the tobacco rolled on a table till it has acquir-
ed the necessary form. I shudder when I
think of those cxcessively dirty hands which
handled the very tobacco that was soon after to
be chewed by clegant amateurs, The most
disgusting part, however, of the whole prepara-
tion, was the manufacture of the tobacco of
inferior qualty. Itis only necessary to wit-
ness these preparations once, to take a dislike
to tobacco for life.—rfwedson.

Tae Coron Frea—At a meetiug of a
Sientific Society at Oxford, some time ngo, Mr
Hussey, of Chrst Church, rend a Paper on
the growth of the flea, in which the changes
through which the flen passes were described,
and an necount was given of some obsefvations
of the manner in whioh changes may he retar-
ded. The flea, 1t was stated, lays from eight
to twelve ezgs, which fall down into crevices,
or among dust, where they are hatched in
abaut five days; pthey roduce small white
w 1gots like cheese-mites, whteh increase in
stze for about fourteen days when they spin a
bag tor case of silk around them, and become
chrysalids. Within this case they gradually
darlen 1 colour, unt1l at the end of al.oat six-

having been, on the whole about thirty-four
days from the laying of the cgg to the perfect
insect.

REDBREAST.
DY COLERIDGE.

How simply unassuming is that strain,

It ie the Redbreost’s song, the friend of man.
High iy his perch, but humble is his kome,

And well concoaled. Sometimes withm the sound
Of heartsome mill-clack, where the spacious: door,
W hite-dusted, tells him plenty reigns around--
Closo at the root of briar-bush, that o’cthangs
The narrow stream, with shealings bedded white,
He fixes his abode, and lives at will;

Oft near some single cotlege he prefers

To rear lus httle home; there pert and spruce,

He shares the refuse of the good wife’s churn,
Which kindly on the wail for him she leaves:
Below hor lintel oft ho lights, then in

He bo'dly fI'is, and flutterirg loads his bill,

And to his young the yellow treasure bears.
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teen days, they come out of it perfect fleass



