
fier under suspicion, and even forbidden b

drunkeflfCss, lioentiousncss and idolatry wvere
loo coinflon.

eromn Use oer-hp the wvstch-
san watcbed bis sbeep or vineyard. It shows
how the land was honey-combed with idolatry
riben it reached snob loneîy spots.
1 10. lmages -(«RV. pillais). Stone pillars

ýîhapB earved but net actuai images synibolie
of the preâence of Baal.

Croves -(R.V. Asherini). Along ivith
Bail a fenisie god was worshipped, sometimes
under the mime of Astarte (Greek Venus)
jnd. 2 : 13 ; 10 : 6, sometîmes Asl:erah,
whioh is translated in A.V. as grove, but is
realy the goddess's name. 1 Rings 18 : 19;
2 Kings 23. 6.

Lage wooden pillas (Judges 6: 25.) were
raised under the trees by the altar of Baai,
betokening the presence o! the goddess. Those
ame apoken o! in the text as groves. The con-
binefi worship o! the male and female gave ruse
to sensual thougbts and practices.
Il. Whon the Lord carried away.-

These iniquitons practices were taken froni
the Éurrounding nations. Their idols crnld
net save them frois Assyria, aud yet Israel did
Dot take -warning.

12. Served Idois, and 'wrougbt wioked
things, two inevitable concomiitants. See Iudia,
Atrica, etc.

The Lord had sald-The Iaw.-See Ex
20: 1-4. as the whole o! the Ten Comniand-
mnts. So they did flot err iu ignorance.
They were further warned by prophets.

13. Testified.-Spoce again sud again-
adm *onished solemnly by prophetie messages.

By &Il.--Heb.: by ail the prophets, every
meer, a rbetorical way o! saying by every kind
ef prophetie message. God sent iu those days,
as to-day, men o! different character 4Iud ways,
bearing the same message about sin sud salva-
tien, but they did not hear. Do we?

14. DId not belleve.- Jnbelef is the
'eret o! sin juat as faith is the secret of a holy

lite. Unbeiief makes men stiff-necked, te
follow their own devious course.

Faith makes men easily led o! God to true
ud noble conduot. Jesus says "1except ye
hecenverted, sud beg5omeaalittle children, 'Le.,
simple in mind, trustful, ye shall net enter the

kingdom of Hleaven."l Except we be ivilling
te be led of God we shail net be ssved.

15. His statutos-They rejeoted. (1) The
law which God as kcing gavehbis crestures. (2)
Thecevenant, whiehmaamatter o! sheer gra-
cieusnesà 2leadewt his iieople. (3) Thne
lestimqtty.-The pleadings, renronstrances ef a
leng-suf!ering God by bis prophets.

Vanit Y.-" Whatever man sets betore hiiu as
the objeot of bis lite spart frein God, is vanity
sud idolatry, sud leada te 'worthlessuess aud
corruption." (Keil.) See Rom. 1 : 21.25;
where the downward path is sketcbed by a
master-hand.

IO.-When they geL away froni God*s lead-
ing te their own devices the downward patb
was easy. First Jehovah worsbipped by
molten images, later as Baal) then Asherini
(A.V. Groves). then the wbole hoet of beaven.:

17.-Then they vership the flerce Molocb,
and fierce like 1dm sacrifice their own children.
61The Rabbins tell us that this idol was*madè
o! brass, sud that the head vas tbst o! a cal!
with a crown upon it. It 'was made bollow
aud a furions fire was kindled within it.

Wlien the arms were red bot the victim vas
tbrown into tbem and was almost immediately
burned te death, wbile its cries were drowned
witb drumns,"1 (Sebaif) cf. Milton Paradise bat,
1 : 392-405. Molocb, borrid king besmeared
witb blood o! human sacrifice sud parents
tears,"1 etc.

Dlvlnatlons.-They tried te discover tlie
secrts o! the future by foolish superstitions
rites, instead e! leaving tbe future to God.

Enchantments.-They tried te attain
their ends by magie speils, instead of waiting
on God te do bis wîll.

18.--Se fair we bave enly head u account of
the conduct, of Israel. against God,-tbeir
idoistries, etc. Now comes the inevitable
dooni. " The Lord was augry snd renioved
Isaël out of bis sight."I See Luke 20: 18.

Judah -The present faith o! Judah savedl
that littie people against ail the arma of
Assyria, but wheu the Jews in tbeir tutu for-
sookx God, be forsook theni, and they iikewise
were taken inte exile.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
II.-GCod miles tbe destinies of nations as of

men. Amos 9 : 7. He brougbt Jsael eut o!
Egypt aud teok them, jute exile.

.>77


