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PRACTICAL STENOGRAPHY.

BY H. C. DEMMING, OF HARRISBURG, PA.

FEW further thonghts as to speed and
S legibility, at the risk of ome repeti-
Jtion, possibly. The first-class steno-
#grapher is he who can follow the speak-
N0 matter how rapid his uttersnees, and
Macribe his notes with accuracy, if need be,
With judgment and sound sense where de-
o], Wre from the real words is essentinl. To
to % the speaker, one should not only be able
te 25 rapidly as the words are spoken, but

form ten to twenty words a minute faster;—
or 5. f@ are times when there is indistinctness,
in :l:n iguity, or a proper name again, confusion
Tepo, ¢ audience, or something else to throw the
%'tel' back a few seconds, and it becomes ne-
Tope'™ t0 catch up. The ability, theu, to write
,ﬁd:impidiy than the speaking is ofgreat and de-
Perg, advantage. Then there ara times when
Tep,, 08, who perhaps only the day before were
th Tted with ease, become uncomfortably fast,
-8 ligteners will aver they are speaking in
ers  28ual way. This is due to a stenograph-
W, ysical and mental condition. Nearly
Note. out by hard nightwork, or many hours of
the  Mking, the mind acting sluggishly and
unde'“\lscles protestingly, it is quite readily
be t“*Ood how this feeling will arise. It niay
frop, 8t this painful dragging behind comes
arity want of practice, or from unfamili-
%Wlth the subject being reported. To
thy o@6 this, a few minutes’ exercise with
the P62 from dictation before engaging in
dengg ork greatly relieves and gives oonfi-
mey o 8Pecially if the strange outlines to be
bnh‘" A have in » messure been anticipated
fate s diotation.reading. Daily practioe from
mph‘“‘!- even by the most experienced phono-
not b::" 13 of groat benefit where the day has
M o SPentin actual work at noie-taking.
Rates arp plways resd over, in addition,
°0e holding the original, it is surprisiog
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h hoy, much more ease the actual note-tak-
\

to, and practice from rome phonographic work,
is of benefit even to old reporters, Those in
the business who have not tried these plaus,
will be agreeably and profitably surprised Ly a
practical observance for & month or so.

With all the advantages of phonography, and
the great progress made in it for real and
valuable purposes, improvements are yet pos-
sible, not only in outline of daily recurring
words, but speed and legibility. Some outlines
made rapidly, (no difference in what system,)
1t must be confesszed, are not what they ought
to be toensure ease of transcription. There
are times when the most rapid systems known
fail in execution. It is pardonable—perhaps —
for some to say that they can read phonography
with the same ease they can loug-hand ; but on
actual test there is not one who can maintain
that declaration true under all circumstances.
Even in the easiest work, there is sometimes
necessity for hesitation; and there are kinds of
work where, in transcription, if the person
averages half the ordinary speed he does well.
Admitting that in testimony often one can run
slong for an hour as rapidly as the testimony
wasd given, there will be hitches now and then;
and with not & few there will be mistakes, oo,
Bometimes the mistakes are slight ; but some
old and long-experienced phonographers have
been guilty (even in their palmy days) of rather
mortifying ones, If there were an experience
meeting here to-day on the subject of errors,
and honest confessions made, and the whole
truth told. many a seemingly fair day’s record
to the public eye might be found to have been
not altogether clear of short omissions, or the
peculiar art of snpply, or possibly some cunning
guess-work. With the most expert stenograph-
era this is not so common as those of short
experience might infer from their own peculiar
troublea in the sawme direction; but they do
oocur with all in the sourse of s yesar's practios
gn& llw;;:e years ?ilore than others. de ar;u not
infallible, nor is the expert stenographer & -
ler nor does he work al;e;ty chance, He hasntgo
deal with all sorts of men, with all sorfs of
thought and expression, and with every com-




