TIHE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

The Autumn Wouds.

AND THR 3IOUSKIOLD ADORNMERNTS WIIICH
THURY PROVIDE— PREIPARING PERXB AND
MOB3KR.
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(Thiladelphis TImos.)

Ferns bocome overy year moro popular
for purj.oaes of household decoration. Urow.
ing or out, froahly gatherod or preascd, the
uswx t0 waich thoy aro applied aro number-
Joas, It inacsfe plan to gather them whon-
ever you can got them, Lut those who can
chooss their timo to do so usually prefer
Auguat or early Beplombor, tinco at this
time the ferns aro in full maturity and havo
notyet begun to fade,

In golng forn hunting it is wiso to take a
Jarge book, such as an atlas or a musio port-
folio, along in which to lay the more delicato
specimens as soon as they sro gathered ; tho
commontr varietics—such as tho ordinsry
bracken bush, the evergnon fcrm—may bo
casily takenhomo to be pressed, by wrapping
them in 1ewspaper with a wat fold around
the stems to kecp them from wi ting. Tioso
which are to bo dug up, root and all, for
tranapiantiog should be placed as carefully
s ble in a basket,

t tho close of orvery oxoursion the ferns
which are to be preased ¢hould wathout losa
of time Lo transferred to the drying papen
Seated at & conventent table tho collector
Ybegias her work. her pite of fcins at onomdo
of iur and her pe. 7 at saother, Pleniy of
paper and two fiaf, emooth boards aru tho
materials nguiud. Books on the subjoot
advise stout blotting paper, but sirung, soft
uewepapers, such as the Zimes for iastance,
make an exceilent substituio at far Jess cost,
Numbor one bosrd is 1ail down; on this
several sheels of paper—the moro tho botter
it papor i« zleatiful—and on them the fern
is laiud ouf asncarly as possible in tho natural

.¢.0n, any twisting into shapes which tho
?r?ndl would not havs assumed in life boing
avoided, Ovar it a single sheet of papoer is
1ai@, and while with theight havd the plant
is being spread out, with the left the paper
{« being sinultancous'y smootled over i,
immedistoly a faw more shests arc laid ovor
it and the process repeated with additional

imuns until the pilo is sufficicntly high;
m itis tospcd with the sicond board and
1be bundle deposited with a forty or fifty
pound weighton thetopof all, Bricks make

weights, sud they can Lo so distributed
as to make the prussure bea: cqually on all
at (nce ; but any weight— alarge stone,
ot instauoo—will du very well ; or you may
put the boards vader your trunk. If a great
meny ferns aro to be uried, another set of
boards and papers may bo used, but oue is
aufficient for quite a number. Nextday the
ool otor must ‘¢change her papers,” The
pile is reversed, aud the top board laid dewn
on the table, with a sheet or two of dry
per on the top of it. Then tho balf-limp,
ﬁ:uma {ern is carefully transferred to it,
and the prooces repeated nntil the whole of
yeoaterday's gatherings are cnce more in dry
ahetts, zod tho weights on top cof them
again, Tho damp paper is then lud out in
tho sun or suspended on a cord an tho kiteben
or other warm place to dry, and 10 a shord
$me x; ready for nsz l;{,ow oftcn;dtht‘:i chang.
g of pa mus ropoated, doponds
upgox\ the n[:le:bcr of shoets which aro :P:tcr-
tesed betwoen each plant, the stato of the
weather, the dryncss of the room, or the
thickness of tho formleaves themselves ; but,
ag a vle, half a dozen times aro sufficient,
aud, i€ need be, the last tw) or throe times
may have an intarval of two or cvea threo
days between them.  1f tho plants mako the
paper bulge out, a sheet or two_of stout
pastebosrd intsrposod here and there will
apooth down their asperities and sccure
better bried specimens.  Inany case, a little
ptienoe and nest-handedoess arc necessary
to socure choice specimens, and the ferns
should not be taken ont of 'Iyrm until suro
that they aro well driod. Tho best test of
their boing thoroughly dry is to gontly bend
back a littlo bit of tho frond, Ifitis in.
flaxible, then it is botter to %ivo it anothur
turn of the drying press, 1f, on the con.
trary, it broske, all tho rap has been oxtract-
od from it by the combined presauro of tho
stones and the absorbing powor of the paper
on either aide or the spociinen. Theo trans.
fex them to a large Look and keep them thero
unti} ready to use them. Smail forns may
be pressed botween the leavea of a book by
{ying a string around tho volume to keop it
ughu&xhut, ut it w important io such caso
#hat the ferns should be dry, and tho book
muat bo opened acd exam nod from day to
day to avoid injury both to tho volume and
¢o the forns,
As already intimated, any ono with a largo

supply of proasod forns hias an slmoat limit.
loss fund upon which to draw for houeehold
docoratiyn,  Window taansparencies and firo
sovoons arc nade by framing tho fern

artistically gronped, botwoen two sheets o

plato.glass. The sidalights to & hall door
may Ls prettily ornamontod in tho same wiy,
only for this purpase, in order o obstruct
the viow, it is woll to faston the fern on flne
whito not. Bright hued flowers, such as
pansics, morning glor.cs, scarlot sago, ctu,
add much to tho beauty of such tranzparen.
cics aud may bo succcsafully driod Letween
theets of cotton wadding placed betwen
wooden boards, .

A olaster of ferna pinned on a Jaco ourtain
whicro it falls apart has a vory happy effoct,
wid wo have seen protty window cornices
mado of a garland of ferns and sutumn
loaves, Tho maidon-hair fern looke extreme-
ly well arrapped in & amall baskot, with a
‘aw dricd bits of crimson cuok’s combh or
bachelor's battons. Indeed, the uscs to
which thay may be applied are limited only
by tho tasto aud skill of tho decorator,

When a fornory is contemplated the ferns
should be carefully dug up and transplantud
in soil as naarly as possibleliko that in which
thoy orniginally grew.

As a rale, fcros requiro abundant moisture
and cool shade, and tho exerciso of a littlo
wgenuity will soon provido thozo require.
meuts for even a varied collection. Wich the
help of a fow preces of furasce aleg or otlior
fantastio matonial, » rockery can beerected in
tho droanest city back yard. Sand—not
sea, but river sand—shouold be first strewn
over this, and then woods earth should bo
pa-ked into every crev.co whoro the ferns
are to grow,

The newest fern cases have ventilators in
the top of the glass, but it is an open ques.
tion whether theso aro an advantage in a
farnace-heated room,

A very pretty fernery may bo mado of an
old tin tray. DPaint it lirat with waterproof
paint, then mako a fuundation of gravel,
chaicoal and ¢ nders +nd sqmo sand, uot too
much, however. Over this put your woods
carth and plant the ferns with shects of u:oss,
carcfully transplavted from the placo whero
tho ferus grew, covering the roots, Keep
woll watored, and you will havo a thing of
heauty all winter, copstanily doveloping new
beauries as tivy ferns and wood plantsspring
up from tho moss,

For decorativa purposes moss is scarcoly
socond to ferus, or even flowcrs, In Ene-
land it is much used for tublo decoration,
and is gathered in rummer and dried for
winter use. It is a mistako to think that
becauso moas is green it is of one colour, you
will find it of overy huo—bronze aud
emerald, shiniog, golden and dark purple
groen, Tho lest way to col ect it 1or de.
couration is to pall it in large tuits, which
should bs well shaken aftor reaching home
and apread lightiy on newspspers for a day
or two, aud then again tLoroughly shaken,
ta free them from loose bitsaud from 1nzects.
To keep it for the winter the sprays should
‘vo dnypcd in water, dabbed dry on a cloth,
'Iaid tlat between two shects of brown paper
land immediatoly irone’ until quito dry.
iI'ho wrons shonld bo of the heat required to
{fsmooth linen, but do not_prolong the pro-
‘cass too much or the mo s will become
jbaattle. This process answers for tho coarsor
‘mosscs ; moru delicato onca should not be
ironed, and the * maiden hair*’ moss shoald
not bo placed in water, or the golden extin.
gmshers may wash off, Small, naturally
mossy twigs—ivy, oak leaves, acamns,
'.«chens—by occasionaliy being put out to
be refreshed by rain, can be made to last for
somo time, The last need an ocoasional rain
soaking, as they becomo brittle and powdery
when too dry. The littlo gypsy kettles that
wero 8o fashionablo ssme years ago may bo
made mnto rrctty contre-picoes by o svering
aticks and kettlo al ko with woss, as fol-
lows : Hold ono of tlLo stcks in tho left
hand, take a tuft of moss suflicient'y largo
to wrap around it in tho right hand and fold
the kmosa amm]xd and over ;tl;o ond “;)f the
stick ; pass a Jong picco of fiue gardenin
wire round 1t xccur})ng the cnd ﬁgrmly ang
polling it in ight, 2o that tho mnsa conoeals
1t ; wind 1t round cnco moro and then take a
sccond tnft; lct tho ond neatly overlsp the
first, and szccare it in tho zamo way ; cone
tinuo till the atick i3 covered, koeping the
moas as ovenly and Sightly rolled as possible.
If too shaggy trim it with the soissors. So-
caru tho end of the wiro when finithed, snd
if tightly done all will remain firm. The
hand(o of the kettlo sheuld bo done in the
samo way beforo dong the kottle. In cover-
ing tho Iattor tho upper edgo of tho tufts
should bo turned inng:, undee the tin for
bolding tho fluwers, anct tho tirst wire tiod

aroufid closs undor the top, A very few
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(loware, arranged in wet sand, wili answer
for ﬂll;n§ the tin. Flower pots may be
covared in the same way; aud flat atraw.
berry baskets, thus oonosaled, and lined
with whito paper, make very Imetty falt
diakor, A platesu of moss for holding
dossort dishes fsalso pretty. A board oftha
desired iz and shape is requisite ; theedges
tnay bu out out for the dishes to tinu:i or
they may stand onit, Tho moss ghoul
mado as smooth and over as possibls, and
may be of only ona of varlous kinds. The
~ominon feathernmoas in porkaps tho beat.
£€ liked, » border of {ny lichen oaq sure
cound it, and outalde this a scoond of Emall
Jeaves, trailing or ground iv¥. Borders of
le .08 and ferns can be mads for dishee, and
wreaths of periwinkle runners, ivy, Lol.ls
bright antumn leaves, Perns can bo fron
like tho moss and will preeervo their colour,
but the safoat plan iz to dry them as direct.
ed. Qircles or stripes of thin cardboard can
bo covored with leaves aud ferns for sur
rounding dishos, and aipgle feroa arrangesin
a pattorn of the cloth. Infinite variety can
be R:do by giving thno aod thought to the
matter,
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Porpolse-Shooting,

Porpaise.shooting affonds $0 the Indians
of tho Passamaquoddy t.iba ther principal
mcans of support, It ix practiced at all
scasons of the year, but the tish killed in
the Winter are the fattrat, and give the
largeat quantities of oils The eat-sizca
porpoises measuro about soven foet in length,
about the girth five feat, weight 300 pounds
and upward, and yield from six to seven
g-lons of oil, The Llubber is about one
anu one-half inhoes thick in Summer, and
two inchos thick in Winter, at which time
the creature is in its beat condition. The
blubber from a large porpoise weighs about
100 pounds. The Indisos try out the oil in
avery primative manoer, and with very rude
but picturesque appliances, The blubber is
stripped off, then cut into small pi
whicy are placed in a huge iron pot, au
molted over a fire, All along the besch
wero placed, ut intervals, curious structurer,
consisting of two upright piecos of wood
surmotntd by » cmu-gie&, from which
the pots were hung by chains, Under this
cross-piece large stones wero piled in & semi-
cirole, inside of which a fire was made that
was allowod to bum fiarcely nutil the stones
wore at & white heat, Tho firs wae then
scattered, and the pols oontaining the
b'ubber were placed under the stones, and
just enough fire under thom to insure the
melting of the blabber, When melted, the
oil was skimmed off into other reccptacles,
then poured iuto tin caus of abouwt five
gallons, cavacity, aud the precocks was com-
plete.  If the oil is pure it readily brings 90
cents per gallon, but if adulteruted with
seal, or any othor nferior oil, its value is
reduced to 65 cents per gallon. A very su-
perior oil is obtaned from the jaw ot the
porpoise. The jaws are hung up in the sun,
and the oil as it drips is caught in cans
placed for that purpose, Tho qumtit{ of
oil thus produce- is amall, being only half
s pivt from oach jaw, but a large priceis
paid for it by watch-makers and others re-
quiriog a very fine lubricator, The oil from

the blubber gives a very good liﬁht, and was |

for a long timo used 1n allliﬁ t-honses on
the coast, Xt isalso a capital ol for tubricat.
ing machinery, never gets sticky, and isun.
affected by vold weather. When pure there
is no offensive smell, and I know of no oil
tquel to it for those who are compelled to
uge their eyos at night, The light is very
soft, and wacen used 1 a8 German student’s
lamp one can work almost as comfortably as
by daylight, and tho drcaded glare of pas
aud otherartificia) lights is corgplotely avoid-
ed. X industrious and favoured with ordin-
ary success, an Indian csu kill 150 or 200
porpoises a year, snd they will average three
gallons of a1l each, But, unfortunately, the
poor Indiaus are not so industrious, or on}
20 by fits and starts, or as necessity com; l!
them. Their way is asually 10 accumalate
Sé\mo 15 or 20 gaﬂona of oil, then go off to
wt
much time is lost in loitering about the
towns, and in going ard retorsing from the
hunting-grounds. Moreover, thereare alwaya
two Indians to each canoo, and the &
of tho hunt have to be divided. There in
quite a demaud for tho oil, and, if syste.
matically followed, porpoisa-zhooting would
afford tho Indians a comfortable support,
The flosh of the porpoise when cooked is not
aclike fresh pork, and at one limo wasmuch
used, Tho 1ndians still use it, and it isale
in request Ly tho fiahermen on the coast,
who readily exchange fresh fish for ¢ porpus™
moat with the Indians,

be | cated. We have,as t

rt, Aec., with 1t for market. Thua | pared
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Powerful Ocsan Steamships,

{London ‘Cimen.)

Twenty yoas ago, the largoat steamors
known ({n ’thiu. an in all nc!:so:m
neglooﬁmi the Groat Ksstarn, whi
g;))dlgy of enginecriag akill), did met reach

fout In length, 45 fest in broadth, 3,600
tons in tonnage, or 4,000.-hores power jndi.
his moment, belore usa

list of BO merchant ateamers sailing, in tho
yoar 1860, from Southamplm and other
southern ports, which the largest veascls
then frequented, and the lst includos Lut
10 ahipe of more then 300 fest in length,
wone of which reached the limits of sizs and
wer jaet given, snd the wholo of whioch
onged . two vompanies, vix,, the Royal
BMail and the Penimaular and Oifental, At
the present moment wo have, afloat and
at work, the White Starliners, vome of them
of 445 fest in Jangth, 33 feetin breadth, and
nearly 8,000 indicated horse-power; tho In.
man linars, oomprising such ships as the
City of Barlin, 488 feet by 44} feeh broad,
and of about the same steam power 3 the Q.
ient, of 445 feat Ly 454 feet, with enginos
developing 8,600 horso-power ; the Arizona,
of about the same mize, with alill greater
stoam power and : and many other
:Eleudi vessela but Little inferior 40 any of

o foregoing, And these grand steamors—
many of which resch the quays of New York
with greater punctuality tban railway trains
resech the London suburbs from Victoriasod
Charing-cross, and would reach our quays
with cqual punctuality if they could avod
thd abominablo sands that bac the Meney—
are the forerunners of atill larger and more

werfal veisals now taking shape on the

kg of tho Clyde and elsewhere, TheCu.
nand stoel shir, tho Servis, now building, by
Messrs, Thompeon, of Glasgow, is 500 fect
by 60 foet, with over 10,000 indicated
horse.power, and will, thercfore, doubtiess
possess 2 apeed cossidersbly in advance of
that of the very fastest ship at prreent
afloat in the mercantile marine, TheInwan
stearubip City of Rome, building of iron at
Barrow, will be still larger, having a langth
of 540 feet, a breadth of 52 feet, a grosm reg-
istered tonnage of 8,000, and a steam power
nearly equal to that of ths Saivia, The
QGuion line is to be increased by ships of ale
moat t%ualqize and power, and the Allan
line ia building others equal tc he fineat of
the White Star boats. N. waithstanding
the number and maguitude o1 +ha '3
steamers now running betwesn Auswzica and
this country the traffic is 80 great thatit has
only been possibletosecure accommodation by
arranging to:r asage many wecks, and even
months, in advance, while the rapidly in-
creasing population and wealth of the United

5008,
WAl &

 States and of Canada make it certain that

the interchange of agricultural produce sad
manufactured goods beiween them and our-
selves will go on increasing,
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Asronaut’:s.

Tho pro{med attempt to reach the North
Pole by balloct has given an impetus to the
science of aeronautics in England, A balioon
isociety has been formed, and, under ita aus.
ices, teveral air ships have been sent up in
the vicinity ! ondon,  Oao of them con-
ined Mr. Wright, the acronaut; Com.
maader Cheyne o% the royal navy, who pro-
to make an exoenm:ntmtfu hlﬁaou
Zn his nexs Arctic journey ; Mr, L, C, Al-
ord of Denver, Colorado, and a newepaper
conietpondent In a mivute and a quartcz
from the start they attained tho altitade of
1,000 foet, in three minutes 2,000 feet, and
in eight minutes 2,350 feot. TLe ohject of
the travellers wax nat to go high, hut to get
over the ground as quickly as poasible, and
with & gentls breczs they glided along at
the rate of thirty miles an hour. In the de.
scent thay dropped 1,390 feet in a minute
and a quarter. They managed to check
their nsid fall bofers resching terra frma,
and laadod safely after muck buwmping ¢n
the ground. Of the cther balloons, one ruse
1&0%50 feat. The scientific observationa of
the various asronsuts will bo carelally com-
, and a roport made embecdying the re.
salis obtained as to the air currents at dif.
ferent heights.

-
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Ax English journal bewails that the
world is threstened with a dearth of lions,
that the ¢ king of tho forest” is gradually
disappearing in his pative wilds, Bat this
grave miafort: 16 has enocoursged s French.
roan to establiah a regular breeding stud
lioux a¢ Bonas, where lions will be 20
braized for the market. - Perhaps ths royal
east will, in thecourse of time, beoome so
domeaticated that tho lion and the lawh
may liedown togethos



