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Elocution i3 & branch of education which,
if neglected in the (lamentary school, cav but
sdom bo scquited in after lifo; for many
w !l educated pevsons arg poor readers, while
1 ablic epeaking i3 entirely out of the ¢questing
i1 thelr caso, ,Good speakers n‘ml readers are
rarcly to bomet with. Let it npt be supposed
t1at our spoutors on platformsand in pulpits
havo tho smallest titles to bo cailed good
speakers. Twisting tho body, cutting pretty
fizures, sawing the air, and all otlicr unonatutal
gestures, althongh imposing, and oftcarpassed
£r cloquence, is to every scusible nifnid ¢hild-
ish and wearisomo. A rattling volubility,
which pours forth words in torrents and whirl-
whid, part froth, part mud, partpathos;
though frequently called magnificent, pro-

-fond, clever, and so on, is among the most
pitiable spactacles one can witness, ¥agnifl-
cent, forsooth ; yes, because delivered with alt
lie pomposity a vain miad is capable-of; pro-
found, becausoits sense is imeasursbly li-
tle, and just as clever as any other speeies of
quackery. Ifitis vilo toplay prankson the
platform, what ean we say of them when they
profanc the pulpit 1

~—"Tismy perfect scom,
Cbject of my implicable disgost
2 08 % » . * 4 % *
What! will & man play tricks, wiil ho indulge
A silly fond conceit of his fair fprm

Andyust propuiiion, fashivuable mion

And pretty face,in the prescuce of his God?
Or will he seek to dazzle me with tropes,

As with the dianiond on Ins lilly band,

Aad play his brilliangt parts beforo my oyes,
When [ am hungry for the bread of life 3

Ue mocks bis maker, M

Theso bending, twisting, and dancing speaki- |
c1s and preachers, are,to al -sensibletpeople,
really Rtolerable when their barrangues are
nothing but wing, or atlcast afow comuaoi-
place ideas given out with such an air of
seriousness, that peoplo think-there .is some-
thing valuable coming until they heariit. To
talk of Sampson’s catching three lrundred
-foxes, with an air of awful scrionsness, shews
thesfiliest affectation and is certain to cause
Jevity and unconcern in people accustoned to
such exbibitions, even when the most solemn
traths are brought before trrem.  1f few who
have attempted public speaking candoit well,
fewer still can read well. If ther do not
muweble throagh with scarcely any atticula-
tionat afl, they raitle on without-modunlation
or expression, that no ont can understand
whit they sead, if they understand it them-
seives.

The curd'ufithis dcfect showtd bo effectediin
*the commortichool, for it f¢ wery few adults
\whio can be- cutred of indisEictocssOf antion-

latiou, and trained tospeak-and read sogs to’

bo well undergtood. Most teachers socro to
thiok that Elocntiqn is not ono ¢fthe branches
in the programme of commoa school studies,

. whie others mors entorpnsing  teach, ez

wgraty, soqtellxing whicl) they call-elocution,
3n the shape of disloguesand fecitations, and a
Zulserablo affair it oftenis, irlé o well'as

and Rev. Miss Euphemin Avdclusias. It is
ficely granted that recitations go fur tosecure
confidenco and distinctness, but It is working
at the wrong end unless a round foundation s
proviojsly Iuid.

Itis somotling bordering on tho ridciulous
to be-treated at the sehoul cxmuiuugon;, s in
often the case, to these wrutched exhibitions
ofbays and girls repeating picces of puotyand
proso, the sentimetts of wlich they do not
understand, and cannut sympatlize with
them, consequcutly, thiey must bo spukenin
.2 balting, staggeriug, hesftatlug style, the
countenance giving no indication of the sense,
asshourld be the care, the bands moving i
every dlreotfon bat the right one, the whole
action sptitless, or manifestly sititicial—mere
‘autotaatons, cutitely wanting the uatwal life.

The teaching of cloculion must be com-
menced with the alphabet to sccure good
speaking and good reading.  The child ought
to bo.made to presvuuce distiuctly and sluw,
very slow indeed until hic s whie to read prot-
ty well, aud shonld not leave the second book
not merely until he can pronounce bis words
corrceetly, but until ho can read with some
amount of corteed cxpression. In oider to
succeed, o must be taught to uuderstond
what heicads; forno one, youngior old, can
read well what they do not understand Yo
read as ne should speak, were tho sentiments
rcad our vwn, provided we did speak our
thoughts woll, but this rule lcaves albuuda
« .k for the judicious teacher to perform.—
It is often painful to listen to the reading ot
some, ovee when it i3 the Bibie they read,
there appears to be so liwtls reverence, they
drive through at such uubecoming specd, that
itis rathor toocevident that they themsclves
are not ruuch cdificd.  Suchreading is, to say
the lcast, unbecoming, whatever book it is,
but profanc when one has the word of Ged in
bis bands.

1s it tvo much to say that tho Local Superin-
tendents should not only give all encourag-
ment, but inkist on there being decent, slow,
distinet Teading in the schools uader their
supervision, aud that Beards of Education
should make reading a subject of exaraination
of caudidates for certiticates, and that noue
but goud readers should obtain avy certifi-
cates, for the harm bad readus, acting as
teachers, do, is immense,

Although simultancous readisg has been
condemoned by sume educationists, teachers
would fiud a judicious usc of it of considerable
value, to bo sure,if used cxclusively, it is
worse than usdless, bocause their children
trained to read by its means could not tead at
all-out of the class, or unaided by the reading
of others, When a teacherreads well himself,
and able to manage his classes well, hie, by
simultancous reading imparts much of ks owu
mnuner, distinctness, and intonation to his
pupils, Lct teachers pud oshersinterested in
odacation gire theirattention to this subjuct
-and thorosult will soon beadecided improve-
.zuont. : '

Asfot thé foealled professors of elotution,

learned from an elocutionist with allthe Jenso
and gracothat could bo desired, he bocomes
hindeelf ns shon as heastempta to spenk ov reald
1 hils own composition. Te squoczo people’s
nlolivergdpto ono model 18 as unimtyenl as o
Chinese fashion of placing tight shoos upon the
foet of their female children, which to be sure
secures uniforinity, but the consequenco i
monerally deformity.  In fact, such teaching
of elocatin seoms vors mach Jike bailding o
house atthe tup, [t is right cionzh Lo scu

up o well sculptured capital, friczo, and cof-

nice, If the fouuda-ion, bass, and c lumns
wercall raised. in their proper onfer, other-

wive decorations nad polish would e of fittle

valpe asthe whole would topplo duwn about
the builder’s hand where there isno solid
fouudation.

A PICTURE OF VENICE

A city. of marble did I say 2-nay rath‘cr
a golden city paved with emerabld.  For
truly every piunacls and turret glanced
and glowed, overlaid with gold, or bossed
with jasper.  Beneath, the unsullied sea
drew i duep breathing, to and fro, its
eddies of green wave. Deephearted,
majestic, terrible ay the eea, the men of
Venice moved in.sway of power and war ;
pure as her pillars of alabaster stued hicr
§ mothers and maidews, frum foot to brow,
all noble, walked her huights, the low
bronzed gleaming of seavusted anmor
shot angrily under their blovd-red mantle-
folds. TFearless, faithful, patient, -
penctrable, implacable—every word 2 fate
—sate her Senate.  In bope and honer,
lulled by the flowing of waves around
her isles of sacred sand, each with h}s
name written and the cross graved at his
side, lay her dead. A wonderful picee of
world.  Rather itself a world. It lay
aleng the fuce of the waters no larger a8
its captains saw it from their nosts at
evening, than a bar of sunset that could
not pass away ; but for itg power it must
have scemed to them as if they were sail-
ing in the expanse of heaven, and this a
great planct, whose orient edge widened
through cther. A world from which all
ignoble care and petty thoughts were ban-
ished, with all the common and poor cle-
mentsof life. No foulness, no tumult, in
thase tremulous streets, that filled or fell
‘Deneath the moon ; but rippled wusic of
majestic change, or thrilling silence. No
weak walls cowld rise above them ; nodow-
roofed cottage nor straw builtshed. Ouly
the strength as of reck, and the fnished
setting-stones  most  precious.  And
aroupd them, faras the cye could reach,
still the.soft moving of stainless waters,
proudly pure; a8 not the flower, so
neither the thorn mor the thistle could

w in the glancing fields. Ethereal
strength of the Alps, dresiolike, vanished
in Ligh procession beyond the Torcellan
shore biuo islands-of Paduan hills, poised
in the golden west. Above, frec winds
and fiery <clowds danging at. their will;
brightucss out of the north, and balm
from the south, and the starsof the even-
jog and the morning clear i the liw-
Jitless light, or arched heaven and circling
gea,"—Luskin's.* Modern Puipters.”




