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Il'Otr conversation lis irvn"~'1i.I 2a.

Tixo word rondoreti "conversation" is pihiiteinim, av'i signi.
fies soxnlotlxing re.lating te a pla C'ity, or statil ; whecleo
car wvordt1 pliu'y, and Te?.î Ihe refoeuce cf the toxt itny
bo cither te iteaveu as theo(Iusii' cit3 ', toi te the coxdîuct,
tho '' conve rstion," wixicix io ixextid nxanifî'st as becotixeth
onc whiieo citizeixsltip 1.9 ia heavoux. 1t iixay ho weil te C'lits.
bine both lîxeaninge.

'VTe apostie iat beau wvaruxiug the liiiltjxp)iaine againgt thosto
dewxe ininti eax'tily tliixigs," saying, by way cf ceuttratit, "l For
our citizcnsiii is iux hî Wî'n" or sîeulti gxeatiy err if wo
inferred that St. Paul taxuglit mocn to ie-îcet cartltly tiiix'4s
becauuse cf thxoir intoregt iii what is lixaveniv. IL is ovidlcnt
tixat lie wag net condonxixing ahi attentioix te the aIl'airs cf the
pîrescrit life, for tho jîcoflo lio refu-s3 te are descributd as tiie

Id 'hoso endi iii destrtuctiont, w'heso goîl is tixoir bciiy, anxd
whose glory is in theit' sîxixuiie." It je thereforo suici a ininti-
ixxg cf eartitiy thuiuîges is exlîibitcd by theom -whosc god is
tixeir belly: it is a .îupî#-'nî'i attetition te (lthe thxinge tîxat pcxish,
a pUttiiig iensx ii the iulace wii lx lsiîeild ecctlipy-it je
tîxis wlxiclx tue ixpeetie coieîinn, andi iot tho tli.iixkftil enj.îy.
mient cf eartly bicessiugs or tue diligenxt discliarge cf cartixly
duxties.

Tiîat heavt.'nly citizcxxship) i itet te iîxake us ignore oxîr
privileges aîxd luxtie as citizeix cf eartx iii eviticut lîtti
fronx his exaruplo axît inxstructionî. Titis epistie je addressed
te te iltabitants cf a City wIxIeic le Ixat becx uijustly
beatexi anti inprisonied. Tue inagistrates, liavixîg sonîx iei-
givilîge, sent an erx te the jailer te let iiiîx go. But Paul
asserted his politicai rigite as a citizen, anti said, IdTxoy have
beatea xxs epenly and ixn.-oiiderncd, being Romns, aîîd have
cast us inte prison ; and sxow do tixoy thrxxst us exit pnivily!
nay v-enily, but lot them cerne tixemeelves anti fctclî sc cut."
Again, Whou. tho ehief capitain at Jerusaleux woxxid have
Sccurged liim, lie .'sscrtcd hic citizanship. sayilig, "le I it
lawfti for yen te scourge a Roini anti unxodeminei '
Auxî wiien couxvinced hoe sheulîl iet hxave a fair triai befere
a provincial court", lio acain ciainied bxis poE1tical rigixte as a
citizent, sixying, IdI appeal ixato C.esar." li tho Epistie te
the Romtans, iustead cf tcaciug mns te negleet puxblie tinties
as Cccartly tixinge," lie says that rîxiers aro tho ministers
ci God fer geod. Christianus, -wltthîer governors or geverned,
wiîether magistrates or priv'ate citizens, are te îxerferm, tîxcir
peliticai dittits to their phîor Statc, with diligence aid in
tho fear of fixe Lord. IdRender thxcrefeuv t:t ail their ter."
But iii thiisu aist ail utîxer t:ngaý,unients, C" istiai are tî,
rei'nurnber t!hat tuti- hig;lîcst aud best citizeuiip) is cix iiig -

IdOur- conversation je in ixeaveti."
I. First lut us refleet cxi tixe fact tuai C'hrîetiaxis are itizens

cf heaiveu.
Hleavenix j freqieixtly refcrred, te iii Scniptixre under tue

figure cf a City. Tts asxient type was Jerisalem, Wxitl iLs
temples, wahls, andt towers. de lorieus tiigf3 arc spoken
cf thîco, O city cf God.> Tho patriarche Iceketi fer a city
whieh bathx feundations, wixosc huiidex' and inaker je Cotl."
Christiaus are said te lixuve "dcorne te Moîxat Zica, the
hcavenly Jerusaicun." "RHere wve ]lave ne continuxing city,
but we sekL one te coîne." And te St. Jolie, the abede rf
the blcssed was reveaied as ccthe holy city, new Jerxîealemn."
Why, thoen, are Christians said te have their citizcnship iu
licaven?

WVe are citizens cf lixeven by birth. Tixus, was St. Paul
a Roman citizen. 'Il was frc b)Drn." Clînistiaxe have

rcccivcd a noir, a spiritual life. The regeniorate are Idbora
,%gain or "lborat front abovo." The vital force by Whiclx
thosa "whio woe ilcad iii trespasses andtins 1" ire raised te
lifo caisses down. freont heaven. Il Voit bathx Ile qit.icktîxctl."
Wc niay wei daini as our voîxîîtry tho place frent whicx
'vo îIeriv'ed oxîr life.

Weare t'itizi.ts. of lwcaven by Miritiot. Al wht are
bonis fronx above are registcel abiove. "Tho Lard kcixewethi
tixeso tlx.'t are hie." TlxA'r riantes are "'writterx iii tho

Laîxh u l" of lie" No nlbjoctieni urget] agajîxet the entry
by tho accuîser 4shal bo toiteil valid. liIowever polier andi
txnkîîowx livrc, ail %%]ho livo lîy faitlx iii the Sonx of Gdol anti
iitxînbcre.i wvitix titi citiiei of thlîcieei-i lertisaounx.
%Vli.itv.vtir. ti Il utu tixey t>î eupy livr'e, ho it palaot, or havel,
they ire on the regi-ter of the celestial cîty, tixeir îe iîr l n
Ihighi.

WVe are citi,.ens cf licaven, hy alliuxitv. Ag strangers
yearit fer tho lioenîu cf their hirth, so wo have inxstinxcts :ud
dî'sires which point to ouir Divine origiui. 'lIuq straunis
ilotw towau'ts the accart, the resoirvoir wlicenco tfîey tiret wero
îlrawn. Thxe flaitîce ixtionci towixrds the surs, the central
source of Ixeat. lis regenieration, tastez; and doueirce were
aîvakientd withix lis, Nvhlichi nothinig earthly cati satisfy.
Born cf (led, WvC as'pire towarxe (cd, andxî thus intlicate our
citizon.,iuilp.

O'ur cIluication i2 a funiher evitlence. A1 chîiltd'à future nxay
lie iiiftuul. froux the inî-trudtii vi whk lie x'eceivcs ta lit
hinii for it. 'Iriivellerd, pri'pariiîg for resideuxce inx dillèrent
,:olxuxtl utS, Le.'ua (li laxxglxage atnd uxerxgel cf those ceunitrios.
.'Ux i îxtianei are being cîlucatoîl foi' lîaven. Trie grcat
objcî t of ][oly *rxiptxure, anîd of the teachiug cf the Divine
Spirit, ii te trains nis for tîxu etnjiyîncnlis anud occupaxtionîs of
the Hlhuy Uity. llov caix wo bult regard ourseives citii.ens cf
that country for wii tho incax of grace -worsxi p, sacra-
mneuxts, semnions, thxo ceuninuiiioux cf saints, the Woerd cf God-
arec ducating ne ?

This also is the. object cf afflictions. l'arthly trial is
lxcavenly disciplixne. Tihis i8 a piart oif the process wixoreby
wuo are matle "tuxcet for tho ixîhieritanceocf the saints iii light."
Afilictions Id %ork ouit a far xmore exceeding anud otornal
îveigit of glou-y." 'I'Iey hieip te wean us frein an excessive
attacxxnent te the pt'escnt worid ;tlxcy remind us that titis
ie net cuir rest ; titey prompt us te eek al n hritauce
incorruptible, utxdeflcd, anti tiat fadetx net «t%%ay." Evexy
scrrow w'hich a bc'liever euxffers bears oxx it the stamp cf
lixavens, anti i.3 a missive te rcniîxdi htinx that his truc citizen.
ship je abov'c.

As cuir uisti kit i aitd discipliiic, sa aiso the uxeOr.Wei cf our
Cliri.t;a 6 rat.î iluli,.t.tuï %%huit! t'tir coîxuutry ij. 1' Xow

F~Li 'aith, If ,Citali ty, tltu:ju titruti ' and tluuy ail
j>oitt h ixîxi atîid ial. us tl.tLr F.xtli i te ubstant.U
cf thlierien lioped for, the. e% ideuxce cf the glory unseen.
[Tope je tu.:î' looikiuî and soariix,ý uplivit;de; itur ebjeet aud

realisatieut, heaven. Chlarity nover faileth ;bxxt whlite finding
scopie for uerc:ise hure, lias for lier truc borne aud for tixe
sl)lice of lier fuxll axîd everlastixg developtixent, the new
Jerusalein. Evcry Chitrstian ljves a lift' of praycr. But
prayex' is communion witlx God. 'We are daiiy at heaven's
gate ; bcfox'e lxeaven's thronc. And praise is sbaring bofore-
liand jux the occupationxs cf the biessed. lt ie heavex antici-
pated-7begyun below. Do net suchx exercises as theso ciearly
indicate te iwliat country wa hclong ?

Our citizenship le ini Ixeaven because our Father's home je

And cf tlxis we arc constantly remninded ; for in the prayer
'Divinely tauîglxt us we invoke Gcd as IdOur Father whici art


