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NEWS FROM WESTERN
DIOCESES

—

DIOCESE OF RUIERTSLAND
CHURCH SOCIAL.

On Thursday, Nov. 24, Mr. and Mrs.
F. Wimer, gave a church soclal at
thelr home on Smith strect, Wiinipeg,
in ald of the tlcating debt on Carl:t
church. in that city. of which Jr.
imer is church ward.n, For some
conslderalle iime before, preparatlons
had been belng made, and, on the
evening in quest’on, everything was
in form .7 +n exc.llent ga heri € A
gpeclal musical programme was pre-
pared. fn which the following to &
part:—Mrs. H. Fry, M s. Campbel?,
Miss Fraser, Miss Mat.htas, Miss
Morgan, Miss Pace, Miss Anderson,
Miss Burgess, Mr. F. Pace and Mr.
8. G. Chamb.rs.

1t was very hard to particularise arnid
such a galaxy or talent; suffice it to
say that the sws » were more than
acnghited, and many of tue urusts
h.d to give encores. A r.chac.e S.p.-
per, purveyed under®the avle mun-
agement of Mgs. namp.e, whose w wtk
on this occasion is worthy of all prat:e
was served at 11 p.m. Tne iarge din-
Ing room was most tasteswdy deco.-
dted. the tables were, as Mrs. Ham-
pl.’s ta.1s al.ays are, al o.t in
tue most ardst.e ownd tempting w.a nes,
and the viands jrovided were ' £ che
choicest. Mrs. Rimer was glded n
her onerous duties by dis. Hany
Powell. whose devoti.n to the work
of her church descrves the strongest
c.mm.ndat.on. The whoie ev nh. g
was a bLrillfant success, and over $1-0
was handed over towards the fun.s
of the church. It is lmpossible to
over estimate the s_t:it in which the
;amla tainment waa géven, and {the
enecrgetic zcal of Mr. and Mrs. Kime?b
which L ou ht abo t such ex:ellent
results. Over §0 were present.

RAT PORTAGE—ONTARIO.

The cditor of the Western Church-
man spent a few days lately in this
romantically situaled town, and dur-
ing his stay, he naturally gave.a good
deal of time and attentlon to the work
of our church in the neighborhood.
For the benefit of those who do not
know Rat Portage, he now records
his ¢xperiences:

St. Altan's church is a really filne
frame building, in early English gothic,
built on a splendid foundation of stone
taken from the quarries in the district.
In the basement, which is excellently
lighted, are a chapel for wweek-day
se~vices, and a large hall for Sunday
school. gulld, and other meetings. The
chapel is furnishrd with a neat, pro-
perly vested altar, lectern, font, read-
Inz desk. etc., all provided by the
guild of St. Agnes (for girls) at a cost
of $300. The hall, which is comf{ort-
ably heated from the furnace which
fieats the nave of the church, is fur-
nished with btenches and chalrs for
about 300 people.

The church,

conslsting of ap-
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stdal chancel, organ chamber, vestry,
and nave, Is wthout exception the
most commodivus and churchllke of
its size in the divcese of Rupert’s Land.
The altar, as well as all the other
fittings, Is of vak, and is duly vested
according to the anclent English .use.
The whole chancel floor s covered
with a fine Brussels carpet of an
ecclestastical pattern, and everything
is arranged as it ought to be in a
well-fitted chu:ch. The seating of
the nave is all in cak. The whole
of the internal fititngs of St. Alban's
were provided by the Ladles’ Ald, at a
cost of over $2,000.

A short time azo the “tiny tots”
of the congregation, consisting entirely
of children under the age of ten, gave
a kindergarten concert, which realized
the sum of $18.50, which sum was
spent on tinting the walls of the chan-
cel a lovely pale blue.

The rector, Rev. J. W. B. Page,
M. A., B. D., 2 distinguished alumnus
of St. Jorn's collcge and the Univer-
sity of Manitoba, Is not only an able
preacher and parish organizer, bu. is
a man beloved and r:vered by the

remembered with aftection and res-
peet. In the chancel there are two
fine stalned glass windows, one with
a figure of our blessed Lord as “The
True Vine,” and the other with a
flguie of *“St. Cecllla.” Thesge have
been erected in memory of Mrs., Stun-
den, whose death was caused by the
fall of a gasaller in the church, which
set fire to her dress and caused
Injuifes which proved fatal Rev.
Mr. Iortjn, held the charge for two
yvears, and Rev, Mr. Page hss now
been Its rector for four and a half
years.

There Is a good mixed cholr, and
the services, though plain, are hearty
and congregational. At evensong, when
the psaling are chanted, the service is
most hearty., Mr. G. H. Reld Is a
nainstaking and devoted choirmaster.
Thera are about 150 names on the
roll of communicanis; the average
attendance at matins is about 140,
and at evensong about 200.

From the care and attention given to
Sunday school work, it is evident that
Mr. Paga believes the future of our
b:zloved church to depenéd largely on

whole community, because of his ex-
cellent lifts and worlc Under his
ministry, the charge has made rapld
strides in numbers and efliciency, in
respect of church work: and he Is
ably supported in his efforts by his
energetic and cultured wife. Around
them, Mr. and Mrs. Page have gath-
ered a noble band of earnest church
workers, whose labors would be a good
example for many a congregation of
far greater pretensions. A visitor to
Rat Portage cannot heip being struck
with the loyalty to thelr pastor which
charac‘erizes every section of this
very mixed congregation.

The first English church services in
Rat Prrtage were taken by Right
Rev. Bishop Grisdale, who was also
the picneer of many other parishes:in
the dircese of Runer’'s Land. The
first rector was Rev. Mr. Stunden. a
grod, sound churchman, who dld ex-
cellent work, apd whos¢ name is still
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the training given to the young in
church principles. The writer had
the great pleasure of taking Mr.
Page’s place as  supcvintendent, for
for one session of the Sunday school:
and, after an experience of twenty
years. he wve¢ntures to say that St
Alban’s Sunday school is far above
the average as regards efliciency and
attendance. The lessons are based
on the leaficts of the Sunday schonl
Institute. The singing, which is very
hearty, is accompsnied by organ and
cernet.  Every waek the rector holds
a teachers’ meeting, at twhich the les-
sons for the coming Sunday are care-
fully gone over: nctes are given, and
d'fliculii-s are evp'a’ned. The Sun-
day schosl r-1t contalns 245 names
with 16 teachers. The average at-
t-ndance is 175. Every visitor to this
Sunday scherl must be structt with
the excellent Bible class, the members
of which are young men and women,



