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pably evident that the communion of the B3ook is greatly superior to
the close-ites or the open-ites ; ana tint what we teach from the divine
,oracles wilI eventually prove effectuai te the. uprooting of both ex-
tremes.

Oct. 2Ot1t, 1850.
D. OLIPHLANT.

'CIAIUiCTER TESTE]) IY CI{RISTIANITY.

[The. subjoined cornes to the ' Witness"' from afar-written by au
esteemed brother, A. R. flenton, Principal of a lligh Sciiooin Fu ait-
view, State of Indiana. Being always gratified and encouragea by the.
introduction of new 'witnesses for the. truth on our pages, more es-
pecially when porsonal acquaintance enables *us te have tih. 'full as-
surance of faith' that their heart participates in what tbey declare, it
,would be superfluous to say that w. take pleasure in submittîng tho
following for the. perusal of our reading frienda :-D. 0.]1

There is a point of view, in which christianity appeaus of priceles
worth, viz: as a test cf character.

Ti all the. transactions cf life, there is seme standard of weight or
Masure, by which, every thing may b. proved, and its defloiency, excess,
or exactness cf measure be veritied. -Se aise is tiiere a i balance of
tii.sauctuary" in which, every one may b. weighed and Iearn bis real
-value in the. aight of hecaven. IlThe. mind may b.. the. measure of the
manU among mecn, but with God the character-the stamp cf the seul
-is alon. of value; and se the word of bis grace is the. discerner of
thi. theugiits and intentions cf the. nE,&iT. Wlen our Saviour was
first taken to the. temple, bis Father'a bouse, the Holy Spirit tien ana
there declared-him te b.' set for the fali and rising again cf many in
Iarael, and titat the. tbeùgbts of many bearta b, revealed. Christiani-
ty, then personified by the Savieur, was both te elevate and cat dewD,
to cause to.rise and cause te fall, these te 'whom it would be submitted.
Pacta ini the. personal history of the. Saveur prove the. ,eriflh
tien cf the. prophesy, and events in the hîstery cf the. churcb, show th'at
christianity le the. tonobstone by ý%hich moral character is diseyered.

A remarkable passage in Tacitus, a historian cf universal
credit, shows thé.' tru.e condition of the, Jews iu the. times of th.
Mossiah. "1The mass cf the people entertained a streng persuasion,
that it waanentiened inthe-writings cf tiie priests, thatat that. very
tisue the Bast aboula prevail, and oome ono frem, India obtin the

e1mpire1 of the world. These ambiguitica predicted Vespasian and
intua but thi. commoi people according te the. influence of human

passions, having.once approprimted te themselves this destined great-
peas, coula not b. breught to understaud their trie meaning by &Ul

heradveroitiua.'"
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