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There is one section of the Methodist Chureh whichi for nîany years has
dhvelt comiparative]y isol.ated from the other portions of the great fanxiily ; we
inleati " the MeN(>thodist Episcopal Church Sntîth." IEver since the year 1844
it has icived in its own orbit, and we believe that less is known of its opera.
tions than is prohably known resperting any other section of the Methodist
Church. Various 1esnno douht, coiild be assignied for this. The civil
wvar produced fearfuil desolations. 'l'ie country, especially in the South, was
paralysed, and but for the -%vonderftil recuperative power wvhieh it possessed,
the Churcli couki not bkive survived the fearfuil throes throu-h wvhich it had
to pass. The siuffQrings eneanredl by our brethren muiist have been. painful in
the extremie. Truly they sowed iii tears.

Of late years poverty and distress have, in a great ineasure, passed away.
Facilities for travelling have increased. There has been inuch interchange of
vie'vs and feelings between the NL\orthi and the South. International camp-
meetingis have been held, in wvhicli ministers of ail sections of John Wesley's
great fanuily have takien part, and they have beau, charmied wvith the £aInlily
traits that have there, been exhibited; the strong have bean disposcd to hielp
the wveak, tears have been. shed over the l)ast, and hopes have spruxîg up
resp)ecting the future. The outlook is more pleasant, and our prayer is that
no stornis may arise to disturb the fair horizon.

In the midst of this quietude our brethren iii the, Southi are becomning
better kiowvn. Shortly b--fore DIr. Pouishon returned to lnlndie nmade a
tour in the South, 'vhere lie met witli the venerable Dr. Pierce, the senior
Bislhop of the Church South, and izi reported to have said to that octogena-
rian, that lie wvou1d be glad to wvelcome representatives of his Church. iii
Engiand. We, al reniember howv the inembers of our Genemal Conference

weicomze > theilD.Sreiit,, -%vho camie from the South, though not ini

arepresentative capacity ; yet the Conference appointed Dr. Douiglas and
.Tudge \Viliinot to convey its greetings to the next General Conference of the
Southern Church. The Methodist Episeopal Churchi iii the North sent a
delegation to their southern brcthren four years ago, and ab the coming
General Conférenice of that Chureli the ehivairous South wil1 be represented
by somle of its noble sons.

The time is verv opportune for the South to be stndied. Sonie of us
whlo have read the Life of Dr. Olin, and IlTen Yeats of Preacher Life"' by
Milburn, hâd soi-e knowledge of what our southern hrethren are ; but the
littie wve knew mnade us desire to lknow thein hetter. WVe have beeu accus-
tomned for more than a year past to read tlue, Ghristiai. Advocate, published
at Nashville, Tenu., of whielî our noble countryman, Dr. Sininiers, is the
editor, and no Iladvocate" is more prized by us than this org,,an of the
southbern Chiurch. \Ve -%vere, therefore prêpared to wveleome I)r. Itedford's
"Wéster'n Cavaliers" as a bookz with which wea anticipated being, much

pleased. Nor wvere -,v disappointed, for we have beaun both conviilsed with
laughter and affeeted to tears:. iDr. R., though a man of dollars and cents
(lie is the agent of the Pttblishiing fouse)-and as such %ve suppose hoe is
sometimes very hard upon delinquents-stili possesses a genial hieart. H1e
publishied a memoir of Fred. Brenn.an, whieh had an extensive sale. H1e also,
sonie years ago sent forth the"I History of the Organisation of the Method-
ist Episcopal. Church South," neithier of wvhich ve have seeu, but they
are highly coinmended.
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