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ratification by popular vote. The prevailing opinion among these
representative men appeared to be that the time for hialf-wvay
measures had passed; that these had been tried long enough to
demionstrate thieir insufficiency to impose any effectuai restraint
upon the demon of intemperance ; that nothing short of the mos*t
radical and comprehiensive legisiation wi1l touch the coi-e of the cvii,
and effect the desired reformation ; and that the common sense and
conscience of the masses of the Canadian people mnay be relied on,
not only for the acceptance but for the execution of suchi a law as
will fully meet the exigency of the case. We sincerely hiope that
in this latter particular they have îlot rcckonied without their host, or
reposed a more generous confidence in the people than is deserved.
We are by no means prepared to, say that they have. ludeed, we
are unwilling to thin 'kI so mneanly of our countrymen as to suppose
that if the question of the continuance or non-continuance of a
traffic w,%hichi lias proved such an unmitigated curse to tens of
thousands, and is at this moment doitig more mnischief than pesti-
lence, famine, and wvar puc together, wcre fairly submitted to themn,
they would delibcrately vote for it to be continued. We cannot,
however, close our eyes to the fact that a tremenidous battle remains
to be fouglit. Th~e enemy lias too muchi vitality and energy to be
easily vanquishcd. Opposition to the contemplated lav wvill often
be found comning from quarters from- -%vhich it Nvouldi have been least
expected to corne. The temperance mcin, however, are flot afraid
to meet the issue. In the naine of the Lord they have set up their
banner; aiid, knowingc that they have right upon their side, they are
prepared to make tlîe trial and abide the result.

FAVOURABLE INDICATIONS.

If we read arighit the signs of the times, there are not wanting- in
our Church indications of the approachi of increased prosperity and
power. \Ve hiear of extensive and careful preparations in many
places for the approaching winter campaign. The missionary anni-
versaries are appointed early, iii order, arnong other thingys, that they
may be out of the way, and leave ministers and members of
churches free to devote thieir undivided energies to the direct work
of soul-saving. Conventions have been hcld for the consideration
of questions closely affecting the most vital intcrests of the Chiurch.
Onie of these at least, we are pleased to observe, has been d 2voted
exclusively to the subject of the Higher Chiristian Life. Intelligent,
serious, and reverent exchange of thoughit and sentiment on sucli a
subject can scarcely fail to do good. Another of these atherings,
hias been called for the consideration of matters more practical,
such as, «" he relation of fidelity to our Methodist economy and
success ;"How may stewards assist in the workingr of a cdrcuit ?

"What should be donc to maintain the interest in our classes ?"
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