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their spiritual groivth will be niucla affcctedl
by the trcatîîaent wlich tlbey reccive from,
tîxese who watchi for tiair boulb. Thie mis-
siornary whlo piesides over sncb a fiock
nceds much wisdom, manclh patience, rnuch
tendernc-ss, and above al] mucla e God's
grace. But while there is mueli ini the
character of lacathen couverts to awaken
our sympathies, excite our leuars, and sti-
mulate or prayers in tlacir behiaîf, there is
inuchWalso to encourage us tu labour fur thecir
geod. If thiere is a wveaknebs about their
piety whichi caubeb thiem to yield rcadiiy to
temptation, yet we are (>rcen îazaprcbsd witl
ebristian excellencies wvhicli mnîy of thein
mnnifest-buehl as strong faitia, dIcep bumi-
lity, greait seif-denial, and a conbtant readi-
ness to niake every sacrifice for Jesus' bake
and the gospels'. 1 cnn speak- fromt expe-
rionce, and truiy say that nîy own faith bas
been strengthiened, and rny heuart encen-
raged in the work of Christ iu seasoaas of
great. trial, by tite examîple ot the natic
coni.erts around nie. Tiacre are christiaxîs-
iu these distant regions of '.'hose piety
there cati be ne doubt, anîd wbo wvould ndprn
thuir profession of religion in any land.

RAVAGES 0F DISL'USE.

1 regret to inforin y ou that our iblund bais
been visited by whooping cougli thib senson
for the fia-st time. It bcas been less fatal
than somte other foreigui diseasces, nevtrtlie-
lcss a large number have lallen victims to
it. Nu part of the hind escaped its
ravages; and many childa-en died of it, and
some aduits ulbo. Tie son of Lathella,
one of the bigla chiofs of the island, was
among the number. Bis nane wvas Sulwyn,
auJ lie was about nine yeurs of age. le
was, wîthout exception, the fineat looking,
a'nd most promk.ing boy on1 the whole
island. We bave every reason tc hope that
deatla w.asci gain to bîm. He enjoycid the
traianing of a pions mother, aud wavs uit ail
times a alaoughtful, and weil-bebiaved boy.
I visited bim oftcn during lais illness, rend
thte seriptures to hini, and prayed witla 1dm;
and always found ian in a calm and pence-
fui state of n'ind. Some days before bis
deata Mlrs. Geddie wns, convcrsing .itli
him, and addrebsed hina as a dving perbon.
After she lind donc speaking lie said, «"I
know thut ail you have told Ilae is truc, and
have tliouglat about the-se thaintrs alrendy;
toll tlaem to my colupanions, that they nîay
tbink abottthemselv.es." His deaticausedj
great regret, for lus am iable disposition had
made liaim a univerial faivourite. Oua- island
lias now. been visîtud by meules, diplaîhenia
aud whaooping caîgl in rapid succession.
The-se diseuses, within the spaco of a few
yoars, have swept aw.ay one-ilf of the po-
pulation. The natives are mach dispiritcd
Ihy the great calamities wliich haave befulien
tlaom, aud we caniiot wonader uit thais, for we

have beeni paiafuly ateted ay thenal Oua-.
selves. le lias been a saJ1 spectacle tu bc
tee swept by bundreds mbt a pa-erntture
grave. IVe aaay rese assured tiat God
lias important ends to serve by thbc viita-
tiens ofiRis providence. They area nuià.
tury to us ut prescrit, but whveia wu caîliaut
comprebcend let us stand stili and adure.
Wu kaow tlîat God doetb ail thinga .cl
and these adverse events form, a î>art uf
Ilis great plan ot rnerc.y toward5- tlit*
lovely, but deepiv degraded ilIes. I tlii
wuv hlave no reabon te feur thut tliese ibliîad.
ers are dcstined to be blotted out uf cxiàt-
ence, nay soute things seau tc indicate îlîat
the time is ceming '.vbeu more than a

Iremuant will bc spared te love, serve anad
eujoy te truc God '.ven we make kiicu
teFUA TOREEIEA IZSOXRY

REFo A them.V A31SINAYD
TUZE TANESE.

I mnust now inform you of oua- unsuccess.
fui actempe te introduce thae gospel iinto the
island of Tana thîs vear. lu a former let-
ter to, you 1 stated that Nauka, thîe princi.
pal chief of Port Resolution, liad vilited
this island last year, and conseiited te alloi
MF. Neilson ie settle an lais district. 1
N isitod Tana a few montlis after to nâcertain
thîe state of matters, and make nievce.sarv
arrangements to reuew the mission unce
more. Nauka 'vas nlot ut home w lien I
arrivedi, but I waited a few days for ]lis re-
tua-n. This deîay gave me au oppo-tunitv
of sorte intercourse '.vith the natives, and cil
learning the state of feeling almonc tlîem
I landed on betb sides of the hiarbomîr, and
eheugh I met w.itb civil treatilent everv-
whvere, yet tiiere was a reserve about the
niatives unusual te, them in former vears
Many eld acquintances did net cornte to
sc me until 1 sont specialinjuvitations to
themn, and tben tiacir visita were v-cav short.
Tliere n'as a -tvaiit of cordiality abolit thlen
ulbicha 1 did flot like, and tbey endeavoured
te evade ail conversation about tie special
object of my visit. Tho elîief returned ùt
hast, and came off to the Daysprin 'q to ste
nie. He told mue tlîat the poplo 'rere
almest unanimnously epposed te a mission-
ary settîiug ameng themn, but said tlîat if
Mr-. Neilson Nwislied to corne te Touia he
would use ail bis influence te protca-t hum.
Thîe only native who expressed a wish fé
a mnissienary n'as our old faiend 'Now-cr,
w.hiose moclier n'as a native of this islatd.
At our aunual meeting I gave a report
mv visit to, Tana, wbica w.as by ne muta
favoum-abie. Ncverteeess we thougbt ihâ
if whiite traders ceuld live saféîv ut J'er
Ilosolution, missionarios miglît de0 si) lik
wisc, aud 31r. Neilson ivasfo-zhn'ith
pointcd te that place. Ho embarkced sÛ
nfter in the Dayspm-ing for Tana, ri 1u tt
anaten-lals for a lieuse> autI I accoaaJ
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