
Zbt u4r anq ffortiqn 1terorb.

:3. God xviiiraise friends for us whercver
we have to go in ohedience tu thlendtaiii<r.b
of providence.

4. We can nevcr serve God ivell tili ive
love imii, and whien we do love hini atnv
service J'or hlmi wiil he deightful]. As Jacoh
feit saven vear-s"toii short and sweet for
Ilacliel. so ai our years spent in God's ser-
vice will ho jears of <ieliglht.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

Love liihtcrs labor. Matt. xi, 28.30;
1 John v. 3 ; Micali vi. 8 ; R~om. xiii. 10;
2 Cor. viii. 24, with ix. 1, 2.

TiHIli) SAI3BATH

SUBJECT:. Tkewordmadeflesh. John i*
1-14.

The -,vri ter of this gospel was a fishierman,
the son of a fishierman named Zcbcdee. Ilis
mother's iiaîwe wvas Sal<îme. John %vas
about 25 vears of age whien caiied tu foiiow
Christ h is said that Salome was the
daughiter of Joseph (the hushand of a1.r%-)
bv his first -4ife. If this was thec case John
and Jamnes wcre rckoned as our Lord's
nephews. le wvas niost intimately as.so-
ciatcd %vitli Christ, who lovcd hlm, witl a

Y eculiara:tfection. Johin was the apostie of'
o1re: yet he and James were calleil IlSons

of '1'liutder." Besides this ospel lie wrote
three episties, and the Book of Reveintion.
Titis grospel was written a fcw v'ears later
titan the oilier three-prohahly letween the
years 68 aii 70 of our era. It is the stîh-
lime compietion of the other three, and lets
us -,e more of the Being, the Thoiight, the
i-eart of our Saviour thani the others. le
be-gins lus gospel in dt unftuhomedl deptlis
of eterisy. Otnr lesson is at onve a preface
to, and a sinmmary of, the whoie book,

V. I .- Thc othier evangclists trace the
geneaio-y of Christ np)wards from Mary-
and Joselph to D)avid, Abrahanm, Adam-
and even to God. John he.<ins with the
unknown -l.etinniing, before aîîythin- was
mnacle." Sec Gen. LL -. "The rrord "-the
Lozos. This is n titie of Christ as lie exist-
ed froin ail eterniti-. It indicates hlm as
the wisd(otn of God, the revealer of God,
creat ing, qnic-keniing, enlightening. The
loqns is dli.-ringtiislîIed fram God ,lie was
with (;od ,lie was God. This shows that
Christ is Crod, ani was Godl «in the hegin-
ning "-hefore creation,-from ail eterniitv.
The inraniii- nf Il with God " is shewix le
ver. is. There wns no time when Chri-st
iras n,îf Gocd, distinct from the Fithler but
wiih him. Matthlew Mark and Luke proved
that the manl Jesus wats inideed Crs:and
now lest anv shlould think that lie wws a
mere mn John here shows us bais real
GodlîeRd.

V. 2.-lie was with God when noue eise
exised; luit thoughi in the hýeginnisig ?tiih
God, hc ercanie mran îcith mn.

V. 3-AItlingis"-tile whole universe.
In ircb. i, 2, and Col. i. 16, titis doétriîîe is
repeatcd-tbat Christ (the Logosý inatie ait
thin.-s : that the Father creaicd ail * hiing-s
uc; Christ. Amiotg the pliilosopliers wvho
flourishced whri ,Joint wrote, it was a favor-
ite notion that mater was eternal,-was
independeiit of God. This notion ho shows
to lie grotitdiess.

V. 4.-Ail life is of Cod ; without lîim
every living thîing, vegetahle, animal, spirit-
ual, wouid fîtil haek ilito nothingncss. Lite
and liglat go togetlier, as also darkness and
death,

V. 5.Dr-e s in , alienation from
God, whether it exists ia the forni of simu-
pIe blindniess, or of deveiish, %%iiful, active
hate., Those nider the dominion of the
datrkness rejected the iight, the Logos. The
wiîole gospel shows the lrouflict hetwcen tihe
truc liglît am(i lic oppos-ing darkness. Christ
is thec lighs' tihe darksîess is represeuted
chiceflv ln the devii, and ia a lower degre

in itlien ninîikind.
Vv. 6, 7.-The offive of John was to tell

abouit Christ, the liit. Goil constitutes,
4makcs "-aind sends forth cvcry true

teaclier., For mocre about John sec Mark i.
4, Matt. iii. 1-.1. Johin I3aptist gave more
I ight " to tihe -%vorid than ail thie proplcùt

before him. Nien arc not requirefi to tielieve
witiiout a good tesîimionv, a Il witness."

V., 8.-The Baîaist was thouglit liv some
to bc the Mc1ssiah, but his reai office Was to
bear witness of the II Lighit.

V. 9.-Christ is the truc Liglit, and
every one is free to cnjov that Liglit.

Y I.-lic (Christ, the Lighit) ivaa al-
wtt' li the world ; lie madle it. But thse
impiomis love of thse worid prevents msen
fror» kliowing tise inaker of the vworld,
though lais ciuief end in crcatiag it %vas to,
mnake hitnseef knowvn.

V. Il .- Hlis own-the childrea of Isracl
espcCiaiiy.

VI. 1-2.-As maav as reeeivcd hii,-be
tlîey Jews or Gentiis,-the line of demar-
Caion is aowv wiped out. Il PouCr "-hc
eiabies tisei to receive tIhe Ligas and lie-
couac thse sons of (iod. Ver. 131. Tise
adoption was irrespective of natiousalitv or
parentagec.

V. 14.-The Word-logos-thie Iight,
the truth, biecame incarnate, "ias made

fleh. Mstcrv of mstseries c heiceame
fle4is but did not cease to hie what he wvas
hefore. Feçc oftcn denotes corrupt human
untitre. Ilere it nieans a human liodi-.
Il Ve behid lais gior- "-sleciallv his

transfsgsrsir n-ais miracles, lus death, T-e-
etimrrction and ascension. (Sec Johin il. 11I
Luke ix. .32, &C.)

T'be followinig words shoîsld be carefully
studied bv thie classes, as tisev are xssed wl th
a dcptlî olf mcaning flot met wiîls exccpt la
thse çritings of John
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