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demands. No other rule is given. Every
human method proves defective and inade-
quate. The practice of this method proves
immensely and vaviously beneficial.  The
conclusion is—this rule is designed for univer-
sal Christian practice.  Whowill affirm that
there is no obliyation for a method having suck
origin and characteristics ?

8. The vast superiority of this to all other
Fnown mcthods.

Tt is worthy of serious inquiry how far
the Cliweh of Christ, by her almost univer-
sal neglecet of thissysten, incursthe censure
uttered by Jehovah against Israel, “ Even
from the days of your fathers ye are gone
away from mine ordinances, aud have not
kept them” (Mal. jii. 7). Dithe in Isracl
served to train in_ piety and self-denial, so
essential to evervihing noblein man, so con-
ducive to brotherly esteem, and so promo-
tive of gratitude to the Giver of every mer-
ev. The faitifnl devotion of tithe was at
once proof of love to God and a guarantee
of prosperity.  Tts neglect incurred the dis-
pleasure of God, and their own poverty.—
The design and tendeney of systematic be-
neficence 28 a means of grace, has but too
little sceured the consideration of Christians.
Divine requirements are not mere arbitrary
demands, they contemplate the henefit of
those who perform them.

The Chureh of Christ has only just woke
up to_the sense of her oblinations, and to
braee herself’ tor her arduous and glorious
mission.  Fvery year opens up new scenes
of woe and new sounds of misery craving
her aid.  Shall she shrink from the task
into inglorious case and seli-indulgence? or
shall she vouse herself to its performance
withthe encigzy of cordial devotion? Should
she vesolve on this nobler course, she will
need all the aid of high conscientiousness.
universal co-operation, and  well-digested
system. Suvely time enough has heen given
for the trial of the many expedients of man’s
devising now generally prevailing.  Their
results are seen in an empty treasury almost
everywhere, notwithstanding incessant and
urzent applicatious, wnder every form that
haman ingenuity can devise.

The assumption that the influences and
results of weekly and of less frequent ofter-
inges are the same, is palpably wrong. ‘The
advantage, in certainty, faliess, and avail-
ableness of means, as well as in heart-influ-
enceand moral value, is immensely in favour
of “weekly affiring.”” Let any who doubt
thistry it.  They cannot know otherivise.—
Man prefers imposing methods with striking
results; quarterly orannual gifts.  God em-
ploys oft-repeated actsfor magnificent ends.
By many drops he retreshes the eath. By
many streamlets he forms the viver. By
many grains he constitntes the harvest.—
God commands a meeldy act to fill his trea-
sury. Man puts it aside as beneath him,

and as implying suspicion of his integrity.
But the treusury has never since been full—
After the failure of human expedients for ma-
ny centries, with all the sad results of stinted
afferings—the slight bestowment of the Ha’;/
Spirviton a fichly-conseerated Church, and,
consequently, the world unsaved and the Chwreh
powerless und  inglorious—Glod now, by the
growing necessities of man and the passing
events of the times, solemnly recalls to t‘e prac-
tice of his own method.

The superior moral influence of this method
to all ww’s methods Is immense, Man’s me-
thods are numerous and complex; God's
method is one and simple.  Maw’s methods
aim to cover o necessity when it is present-
cd; God's method makes constant provi-
sion, according to ability, for every reason-
able claim, calling off' from dependence on
others, and rousing to bumble sclf-reliance,
and “to give” rather than “to receive.”
Man’s cflorts seck to realize funds for a
given purpose, regardless of whom it & ol
tained, ov of the moral influcice of the means
by whicl it is obrained ; God’s plan contem-
rlates the training of every conscience in
ofty integrity, in'the constant provision for
his glory of a largeshare of the gains of life,
from the motive of grateful loye. It is shn-
ple, private, safe, and casy; reminding of
dependence, quickening gratitude, prompt-
ing to henefieence, and stimulating to fideli-
ty in stewardship ; repressing the altering
power of cathly good, by devoting it to
cternal interests.

In a word, has God any claim on man’s
property 2 Does he press that claim —
Will the Christinn refuse it?  Should he
meaet it first, or sccond, ov when 2 If not met
first, will it be met worthily 2 It met first,
why objeet to store it on reccipt 2 The dif-
ference between laying by God’s portion on re-
‘ceipt of gains, and of meeting claims from our
own purse, is the difference of meeting the
claims of @ primeary cherished object, and those
of @ secondary indifferent object.  Solong as
we put all_we obtan tnto our own purse, onr
care 75 to increase ourstore.  'TO CHERISH A
PURSE FOR GOD, MAKES THE PRIZED IN-
TEREST OF LIFE TO RE TO PLEASE TUE
Lonp CHRIST, AND TO PROVIDE PLENTI-
FULLY FOR HIS GLORY!

et
PRIVATE USE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

e extract from the Christian Intellien-
cer the following report on this subject pre-
pared by a Committee of the Classis or Pres-
bytery of Geneva, U, S.:—

The subjeet embraced in the resolutions
may he considered in three principal aspects
—in the light of the Scripnwes, of carly
Church Listory, and of modern usage ard
practice.



