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The Subbath Sehool,

LESSONS FOR JULY.

FIRST SABBATH.

Sussect:—The Word made flesk, John 1
1-14. Golden Text, 1st Tim. 3, 16. Par.
pass. Jsa. 9, 6. Luke 2,11. Jobn 3, 16.

This lesson contains, first, the most elaborate
statement of tite divinity of Christ, which is
given to us in God's Word. Indeed, whilein
Matthew He is presented chiefly in the aspect
of the Messiah promised to the Jews, in Biark
as the active servant of God, in Luke as the
Saviour of mankind at large— one leading
feutura of John's gospel is, the exhibition of
his divinity. -

(3en. 11, coupled with verse 3 of the lesson,
tells us that in the beginning he made the
heavens and the earth. In verse first we are
told that He existed in the beginning. That
is, Heis eternal. He isdeclared to be distinct
from’ the Father, to be equal with the Father,
(see Chap. 13, 7) and to be as truly God as the
Father. " He iscalled the Word, an expression
used only by Jobn; and this nawe indicates
his ofticial work, as the second person of the
Trinity. Asman’s words disclose his charac-
ter and intentions, so the Son of God reveals
to His creatures the character and purposes of
the Father.

Secondly, the lesson describes the manner
in which this great work was carried on, and
the results which followed. As the Creator
the Son of God had been the source of all
natural and spiritual life, and now when that
spiritual life had been lost, itcould be restored
only by Him. His life on carth, through His
teaching and His example, was the light of
man; and by His words and spirit he still
comununicates all that in men is true light,
knowledge, integrity, Snrity, obedience to
God, love to Him and .0 man, holy jov,
rational happiness. By His word atd His
messengers He had sent this light from the
Creation, but the darkness comprehended it
not. Theignorance arid moral corruption of
men were so thick and gross that the light
made little impression. So it was before the

ncarnation, and so, to a large extent, has it
been since. The world had not been left in
ignorance of the advent of its august visitant.
‘The predicted forerunner had come, preparing
the way of the Lord, and preaching with such
wonderful fervour and success, that His posi-
tive disavowal was necessary to hinder the
people from proclaiming Him to be the Mes-
siab. And, yet when the true light really
came—the only source of light to men~—into
His own world which He had made, to his
own temple and;priesthood which He had
consecrated. for His service, to His own peo-
ple, whom He had chosen out of all nations,
and many times saved from impending ruin,

the world koew Him not, the people rejected. |

Him, and the priests persecuted and slew Him.
$till, there were, and are, some who receive
Him, that is,-believe that He is able and will-
ing to save them, come to Him as sinners, ac-
cept of His salvation, draw their spiritual lifo

- ment were but feeble foreshados

. disciples. They loved John the B

from Him, and thus, receiving power tobe
come sons of God, become members of thy
ﬁlorious family, of which He is the e

rother. That the number of those so far by
been few, does not arise from any deficiey;
either of wisdom or of power, on the partofi
Eternal Word. The principle of gradual ¢
velopment reigns in every department of
works. As the dawn brightens only by ¢
degrees into the effulgence of noon-day,
ages may be required to bless the natind
with the meridian splendour of the Sug g
Righteousness. Butwe know that the kn
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, arif
waters cover the sea. B

ful feature of this wonderful manifestation

God. The Word wasmade flesh. Ournatl§
was taken into such intimate union with (3
divine nature that they became one perydl
His manhood was not 2-mere appearance, §f
taught by ancient heretics; nor did Hid§
vinity supply the place of 8 human soo] 8
Mr, Beecher teaches; but He bhad a trus b
and a reazonable soul. For more than th
years he lived on earth, displaymg, ot
terial, but spiritual glory—**the glory o
passing grace, love, tenderness, vi
purity, majesty, meekness, riches andp
ty.” Plentitude of grace marked His pu
regarding our lost race, full and perfect
marked His teaching, both necessary,
to pardon the utterly helpless and lot,
second to banish the delusions respectiny@
and themisélves, which prevgut siunen f3y
seeking salvation.

SECOND SABBATH.
4 SuBJyECT :—Following the Lamb, Joho

g

John the Baptist was a cousin too
Jesus, yet it was so arranged in the
of God that John was not personallyay
ed with Him. See verse 31. The «
here refers to the day after that ment:
v.39. Of the two disciples here me:
one was Andrew, and it is likelv the
was John himself. Seev.40. Itis
able that John, throughout the whelt
Gospel story, keeps back his own nams
he can do so,—out of modesty.

V. 36.—Looking : the looking here
tense, steady. It miglit be translated
ing attentively.’” John the Bapt
looked at Jesus, and so must all w!
know Him. Zéeholding as in 8
gﬁory of the Lord, we shall be chesg
the same image. ** We shall see Hing
is.” * Whom not having scen ¢
whom though now yo see Himut
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspe
full of glory.”—No sooner does
Baptist see and know the *‘Lamb
than he points Him out to others. |

(Let the Teacher again and g2

¢ meaning of the name Lamb¢f

saiah, 53: 7. Exod. 12: 4,5 l
Rev. 5:6. The types under the (i

Lamb of God.) .
V. 37.—See the promptitude &



