
hibits returas from 129-of tbcm. -Ote more
rcttlrn bas corne to band since fite Table
was printedl, ýof -the 8 tcmaining blanks -ail
cexcept One belong to vacant Cotigregations.
This is a vcry eatisfaetory approximation
te cônipietetiess.

'The return whieh camae too late forinser-
tion is (rom Suammerside, *and its contents
ure t00 gratifying to be passed by witbout
fürther notice. The thllowing' art theo
lcadit'g items :-faniiiies 1,0o, accessimns bo
the roll 30, manse $150, stipoend paid $750O,
building, $650O, total contributions, $U466.

The general condition of ministerial sup-
port as cxhibited in the table, ivili be bet-
dcr und(Ttood if wo distribute the rçtcurns
tunder tour biends, as they represerit cicy,
town, rural,or supplemenied coigregations.
Omitting returns tha8t are unsatisfacîory in
coascquenco of the congrigations lh&%ing beau
lacaflt there romain 120 whicb znay thus be
classified
C ity congregationis,
Aggregatesupport, $13269J ttverage,$18I57.

15 town congregations:
Aggregate support, $14537-average,MG9.

a1 rural congregations:
(Self sustaining>, aggregate suppozt,$43874,
average, $645.

29 su pplementcd congregations..
Aggregate support, S53-vrg,$518

Manse and supplement are included. In
mnoking nap this estirrate itlibas been as-
bamcd that congregations will implement
theïr engagements. But %viiere thora was
tesson to suspect tisat a congregation %vas
scnking hopelessiy inte artear, only the

otipetod paid %vas inciuded in tha estimate.
The City congregaciolns are in Halifax, St.
John, N. B., and St. John's, 'Nfld. Tbe
tarans in the list are Chariotterown, Sum-
tierside, Tro, Yarmouth, Luncnburg,
New Glasgow, Pictou, D)artmoth, Ehr-
bar Grace, Windsor, Sydney atid St. Ste-
phen. The suppicrr.Aened cong rogations
arc negrly ail] in the country, only two or
thrce of tbem being coinpo,;ed principally
of a towvn populatioin. The range of sup-
port varies, iii chies, from $2600, (Fort
Massey) to, $1200, (St. Johnr's Churcb>)
bath in Balifïtx; in towtas, from. $1240
(Truro) to $700 Kunox Cburcb, (New Glas-
«,al); in thie country, fromn $9410 ($tellar-
tn) to $120 (Gooso River) the two nexî
lowest in this class bcing $380 (Chipmani)
and $393 (Wallace)> and from sùpplemýent.
cd cangregations, S834, (CoW B3ay) to e280
tFrech River.) In this last classa there are
fouir others beiow $40,vi.-ew1lus

luS, undas, $32,), Londonderry, ' $350,
and Port Hlastings $398.

The total contributions exceed those of
thc prercding year by $18675 ; and thea ave-
toge rate per fatnily by Si1.50.

Respectfully submnitted,
ALEX. MCKtuoNIT.

The tbanks of tbe Synod wvcre tcndered
te the Committce for thecir labor in comipil-
ing the Statisties, and in order to se.mrair
ýcomplote oreuras the lollowilig motion by
11ev. J. K. Smitho was adopted .

- Tat the Synod direct tho attenition -of
Pt'esbytesies to the law of cte Chu.rch on
chis matter, as set forth in Chap I.
Sec. IL sub-section 17, of tbe Ruios axtd
Forais of Piocedure, with instructions to
report annually to Synod icir -diligence in
tue matter'>

PeI EDIJCATIONe

The tollowing Report «of tbc Cominiften
en Public Education, was ýread by 11ev. C.

B.Pitblado.z-

OUR INTEREST IN TUIE WORIC.

Your Cormmouee in submîttîng thaîr Re-
port, desire to record flieir firm convîccicn
that there neyer wvas a pcriod in the history
of these Provimces when the subject of
Publie Education demandcd more serious
consideration and more decisive action on
tite part of this Synod than at the present
timne. A wtivo of agitation on tbis subject
-is rolling over Cbristendom. It bas rcached
thîs Dominion and involved. us in a strug-
gle, oto thn issue of wbiciî the preservation
of our constitutional rights and religions
liberty largcly depeads. Tbe people of tha
Presbyterian Cbnrch of the Lower Pro-
vinces cannot afford to viewv this struggla
,vith indifférence. It is one in wbich their
best interests as citizens and church mcm-
bers are intiniately involved. To b-e truc
to. ourselves nuit to our past history, the
cause of education ivill ever maintain a,
very prominent place among the various
subjeots wbicb ocupy the attention of this
Svnod. We trust we have imbibed somte
tlhing of the spirit of our forefatlhers, wbit.h
induced îlmem to plaint schlool.houses and
churehi edifices side by side, and to make
teacliers co-wvorkcrs --viîlî preachers, irn pro.
mnozing tha cause of Christiauity. We
should.not, oly follow, but improve on thme
exnmple Nvhich bas beett set beforo us> in
putimg forth thie iost strennous efforts to
secuira tho bést possiblb education for the
genrioniis that a.re..yet to corne.

As citizens e 'have an immhediate and
rtbidinginterest in our educational institu-
tions'. 'They-arùe int iL-«tolIy ronnurtedi iiith
all-tbé raffifiènitiotas 'of our social life, and
upôn theil' ebaracter Véry-iargely depends
t pserit5' of our coumntry. Ignorance

is, for nacionM, wenkness, stagnation anid
vice;. ed.ut-àiion of the riglit kinid is powee,
progreda aid' virtite. t is therefora noc
oaly a-ýighî that we ettjoy,'but a duty tbat'
is-intimbeaî-upon do us as citizens, to whafr
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