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Drill Husbandry.

profitably practiced in this couiitry, has been
thoroughly proved by the writer and scores of
other American farmers, and when accompani-
ed by horse-hoeing, at least twenty per cent.
may beadded to the yield of those crops enu-
meratedabove.  From a number of trials, some
of which were made upon a pretty large scale,
an additional average of five bushels of wheat
peracre from drill husbandry alone, was produ-
cel; and when horse hoed, a stiil further ad-
ditional average of five bushels per acre wasthe
result.  So large an extra yield as this should
certainly be a sufficient inducement to influence
every thinking man to make some effort in be-
coming acquainted with this or any otfier sys-
tem of agriculture adapted to produce so favor-
able a result.

Some of the most prominent benefits to be
gained by drill husbandry are, a saving of about
one-fourth in seed ; the regular distnbution of
seed in rows to a umform depth; the free ad-
mission that is given to the air and rays of the
sun, between the rows of the plants; the ex-
cellent opportunity it affords the farmer for the
eradicativn of noaious weeds that may appear
in the growing crops; and for the use of the
horse hoe in the carly spung and semmer
months, by which a mach larger growth of
straw ind yicld of griin will be produced on
most suils, and besides the ground will be tho-
roughly cleaned and improved in texture for the
succeeding crops.

The suving in the quantity of seed is not an
ubject that should influence a change of system
in the mode of farming in this country, so much
asthat of obtaiing a greatly increased yield ;
but nevertheless, when alarge breadth of land
is sown, a saving of one or two pecks of seed
per acreis an item of some importance.  When
the sced is sown in rows, the roots of the plants,
especinlly of winter wheat, become interwoven
in each other and hence are not so likely to be
thrown out and destroyed by the action of win-
terand spring frosts as if sown broad-cost, and
besides the tops of the plants spread and cover
the roots, which afford a uatural protection to
them during the most critical period in the
growth of the wheat plant, in the northera sec-
tiops of o't country.

If a portion of a ficld be sown with a dril-
ling machine, and another portion be sown
broad-cast, that which is driiled will not suffer
nearly as much by scvere frosts as that sown
broad-cast. After an extremely cold winter,
or a cold backward spring, wheat sown in the
ordinary method, will in most cases, have a
sickly and stnted appearace ; whereas that
sown witha proper drilling machine will scarce-
ly be effected by the frost. There may be ex-
ceptions to this rule, but after many years ex-
perience with both systems it hasbeen found the
case in almoet every instance where drill hus-
,baiudry has been efficiently tested.

i

The regular width between the rows should
not be less than nine or more than twelve
inches. Where drilling grain crops is practiced
with a view of employing horse hoes to clean
the ground, the rows should be about eleven
inches asunder ; a less distance than this would
be advisable, if the crops are not intended to be
hoed ; but if the rows be much less than a foot
apart, it will be found difficult to efficiently work
the land with hoes while the crops are in a rap-
idly growing state. Horse hoeing a crop of
wheat or other grain, once or twice in the eprly
part of summer, will promote a very strong and
healthy growth of plants, and land that ordina-
rily produces only fifteen or twenty bushals per
acre, will, under favourable circumstances, yield
from chirty to thirty-five, and even as high as
forty bushels per acre. While this statement
will be found to fully accord with the practice
of most of those who adopt drill husbandry and
horse hoeing, yet it must not be forgotten that
there are soiis which do not possess a sufficient
amount of the requisite elements or food for the
wheat plants, to produce so large a product, and
hence a much less average increased yield must
e taken in the aggregate.

A smart plour h-boy with the aid of a horse,
and a single dnill horse hoe, will find no diffi-
culty in cleaning three acres per day, in
the long days of the month of May or June.
‘I'wo snch hocings would not cost more than
cne dollar per acre, which is a very uifling ex-
penditure, when the advantages resulting there-
from are carcfully taken into account. By the
ure of the improved English self-expanding
horse hoe, one man and a horse will clean in a
more perfect manner than can be done by em-
ploying hand hoes, from eight to ten acres per
day ; but as these machines, being coustructed
cntirely of wrought iron and stecl, are very ex-
pensive, their use in this country 1s not likely to
become very general.

The increased quantity of straw produced by
horse hoeing a crop of wheat, bariey, peas, oats
or rye in the manner described, may be safely
calulated at an average of thirty per cent. on
ihe amount that would be produced by the or-
dinary method of sowing those grains broad-
cast. The value of this straw in many parts
of our country, especially near large cities would
be an object, and where it is not a marketable
articie, it will be found worth at least as much
as the cutlay in hoeing the erop, for the purpose
of fodder and manure. The extra cleanliness
of the ground produced by the frequent use
of horse hocs among growing crops, is anad-
vantage that must not be slightly passed over.

The extra large yield of straw, the propor-
tionably increased yield of grain, and the supe-
rior tilth or cleanliness imparted to the soil by
the practice of drilling and horse hoeing the or-
dinary field crops grown in our country, sreof
such great magnitude that no intelligentenltiva=|f
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