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mere negative evidence were altogetlier delusive. Iu the course of
a gooi;lsurvey, carried on under the able direutirn of Sir
'William E.. Logan, it bias becui Ahown thiat uorthward offtho river
St. LawFence tiiere is a vast series of stratified and itlin
rocks of' g-neiss, inica-schtist, qu.-rtzite, and liniestone, abouat
40,000 fýet iii thickness, whichi have been called Laurcutian.

Thecy are more ancient thian thie oldcst fossiIiflrous strata of
Europie, or thiose to wbichi the terni primordial lbad been rasbly
assignied. In thie fir.4 place, the ncevcst part of thiis grecat crys-
talline series is unconfrmmable to t'lie ancient f'ossiliferous or so-
callcd primordial rocks wbichi overlie it ; so tbat it inust liave

uidroedisturbing itiovements before thie latter or p)riImordial
set wveic f*oriied. Thien agaiu, the older bialf of the Laurentian
series is unconformable to thce newer portion of the saine. It is
in thiis lowest and mnost ancien t systemn of crystalline strata thiat a
liniestone, about a tbousand feet tliek, lias been obse:;'ed, Contain-
ing organie renains. These fossils have been exaxuined by Dr.
IDawson, of iMoiitre.il, and he bias deteeted in thein, by aid of' the
microscope, the distinct structure of a large species of ltllizopod.
Fine speeimnens of thiis fossil, called Eozooib Gaadeinsc, bave been
brouglit to Bathi by Sir Williami E. Logan, to lie exhibited to, the
menibers of the Association. We have evý-ry reason to suppose
that the rucks in wiche these animal reinains are included are of
as old a date as a-ny of the fioimations nained izoie in JEurtiope, if
not older) so that tbcy precedcd in date rocks once supposed to
have beeii fornucd before any orgainie beings liad been creatcd.

But 1 will not venture on spcculationý; respccting Il the signs of
abcQiiniu« o - the prospects of an end," of our terrestrial

systeiii-thazt wide ocean of'si~ii conjecture on wlicli so
rnany theoirists before îiy iiine have suffered shipwrcck. MI ithout
trcspassing longer on your tinie, I will couclude by expressing to
you my thanks for die hionor you have donc iie iii asking nie to
preside over this mieeting. I hiave every reason to hope, firoin the
inany ieinbers and distingruishied strangers whom 1 aitready sec
asseinbled hiee that it will not be inferior in interest to any of
the gathcrings which bave preceded it.
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