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entirc agrccicnt, and in directions calculated to confer the utmost
benefits upon the public, supposing the medical profession not to
bc all in the wrong, but here the matter in question îs in quite a
differClt catcgory.

There are just a few dentists we suppose, who imagine that
mcrcury in the nouth in the formî of an amîalgam, or as the coloring
matter of red india-rubber, may be capAble of cxcrting its inlucncç
upon the individual ; and it is sought, n)t to convince dentists by
adcquate evidcncc that such is tlie case, but to impose the vicws ot
an infiînitesimnal miniority by legislaivc cnactnent tpon their fellows.
It rmcninds is of the rule once in force in some of the A mcricanî
dental societies, which excludcd from thcir ranks any one who had
cvcr usecd analgami:. Neitiier rcd rubber nor even analgam are
absolutely indispensable in dental practicc. and if it could bc
shown that ill cffects followed their use, cvery intelligent dentist
would at once abandon tlicm. But low can the " Gencral Court
of Massachusetts" judge of the value of the evidcnce on such a
miatter ? And evcn granting that some sort of cvidence wcre
fortlicoming, what would bc thought of a bill to prolibit the use
of iodoform or of antipyrin, or of carbolic acid, because all havc,
beyond a doubt, occasionally producecd poisonous effects?

That such an attempt should bc scriously nade leaIds us to say
a word upon the cvidencc available against tlesc substances.
Some years ago a hospital physician, since dead, brouglt beforc
the notice of the Odontological Society of Great Britain a number
of cases of allegcd imcrcurial poisoning causcd by red vulcanizcd
india-rubber plates, all of vhich liad occurred in his own practice.
The socicty, recognizing the great importance of the subject,
appointcd a committec to collect evidence and report upon it; the
result was that, in responsc to circulars sent broadcast to dentists,
nlot one single case could bc found which bore investigation. The
Hon. Sec. of the society personally investigated several allegecd
cases, and on one occasion travellcd a considerable distance to
examine wlat was statecd to bc a very narked and typical
instance of local irritation attributable to the use of red vulcanized
indi.-rubber plates. His report was that al1 the dcescribed symp-
toms were there, but that there was dirt enouglh to accounît for all
abnormal conditions, and it vas also clearly shown that all the
phenonena upon which the physician had relicd w'ere cqually to bc
found under black rubber plates, and even under gold plates.

As the irritation appearcd most comnonly whcre want of clean-
liness was conspicuous, it vas not surprising that it was more
common under vulcanite plates, inasmuch as the out-patients of
hospitals are not on the whole rcmarkable for their cleanly habits ;
besides this it is well knovn that vien plates are not sufficiently
long and often out of the mouth, the non-conducting nature of the
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