1874

"HE CANADA FARMER,

85

—

| ‘@ortﬁrulturc.

EDITOR=D W. BEAULE, (orrssrosping MIMCeR or THE
Rovat Hosticewrt nate Socrpty, LSoLAsD.

Growing Nut-bearing Trees from Seed.

A corresponldent asks, " What 1s the best method
of growing Buttcr-nuta, Waluuts, and Hickory-nuts
from seed '? To which wo can only reply that the
best method wath whiuh we aro acquainted 13 to plant
tho nuts in tho sl And yet such a reply hardly
seoms courteous, for the inference from such anin-
quiry being made is that the myairer has mot with
somo difficaity. that he has planted the nats and that
they have farled to grow.  For this roason he is led to
doubt whether he has prozecded in the proper way,
snd to supposs that somo preuliar treatment is neces-
sary m order that the seed shall germinate,

The writer has planted a great many thousands of
seeds of our nut-bearing trees, Chestnuts, Hickory-
nuts, Butter-nuts and Walnuts, and has nover ex-
perienced any difficulty in gotting them to grow.
The only matter that has been scupulonsly observed
has been to so keep the seed that it should not be-
come seasoned.  As soon as the seed has been gather-
«d it has been spread upon the ground in some con-
venient place and covered with an inverted sod,
with enough soil thereon to prevent the sod from dry-
ing out.  Somectimes the seed has been allowed to re-
main in this condition until spring, and then planted
in drills just as s0on as tho frost is ent of the ground.
At other times tho secd has been planted in tho fall.
In all cases thero has been a good growth of plants,
if the seed has been goud.

It should not be forgotten that somo seasons are
moro favorable than athers for the perfeet maturity
of the seed of nut-bearing trees, as well as for the
perfecting of grains or fruit, and that more of the
seed will produce vigorous plauts when that sced is
perfect than whon it is not fully dovcluped ur matured.
Again, in some seasons the nseets which prey
upon the nuts arc more namarous than at other tunes,
and many of them are so mnjured by these inseets that
they cannot guinunate. It may be that our corres-
pondent has failed to notico that tho seed with which
he has experimented has been poor from one or the
other of these causes.

We can not close these remarks without expressing
surprise that so little has been attempted in the way
of growing nut-bearing trees in this country. The
trees arc twt such slow giowers as 13 genecaily sup-
posed, thy) suon como mmto beanng condition, the
nuts are always marketable, and will pay well for the
care of the trees until they have reached such a size
that they can bo thinned vat and svld for tamber

The Gladiolus.

This favorite autumn flower does not thrive well on
stiff, clayey soil, but in moist canldy loam it attans
to great perfection. It should nut bo planted con-
tinuously in the same bed, hut the locality should be
changed oach year And whilo the soil should Lo
rich, it is botter that the iusnuring should be done
during thoe previvus scasun, and the fertilizers
thoroughly iucorporated with the soil. If the soil
be dry, it will be better to use cow dung, but if it be
somewhat tro w dst, wanare from the hurse-stable
is proferable.  Lu plaubing, sub the large bulbs three
to four inchos decp, and the small ones about two.—
There is now a gieat variety to Lo had, the colors
rauging from bright vermillion, cherry red and searlet
to light rose, bright yellow, eream-color and white,
with stripes and spots and tints of nearly cvery
possible hue
spring, ofter the freezi 7 weather is passed, and taken
up in the fall and kept in a cool, dry place, free from
frost.

These Lulbs should be planted in the,
' somew hat rare

Variegatod Ferns

Amongst the great number of Ferns which are now
in cultivation, %can only find about adozen wlnch
can be said to be variegated. 'These,’however, areall
very distinctand beautiful, and some few of themn,
if notall should find a place in every collection of
plants ; indeed, I cannot too stiongly recommend
some of them for the beautiful effect which they pro-
duce in a Fernery, more particularly when planted
sut in a naturally constructed rockery, either under
slags or in the open air, according to their hardiness,
tisa rcmnrkab[lc fact that the genus Pteris should,
up to the present time have yielded the geatest num-
Yer of variegated forms, whilst that]large and beautitul
family of Maiden-hairs (Adiantum) have not, up to
tho present date, yielded us asingle variety with
varicgated leaves, except those whese young ™ fronds
assume a beautiful rosy-red. This, hawever, cannot
be accepted as variegation, but it serves to heighten
tho desiro to possess a plant which would always
maintain such lovely tints. With one or two excep-
tions, variegated Ferns are oasily grown. Liko all
Ferns, they must havo good drainage and s liberal
supply of water both from the watering-pot and sy-
ringe.

s Dryopterls noblils.

This is a membor of small gonus remarkable for
dwarf and compact habit, The present species. how-
ever, is the only member having variegated leaves,
and, curiously cnough, is the largest grower; the
fronds in a young state are simplo and entire, and
sagittato 1 shape, deep green in color, with a broad
continuous  band of white up the centre.  As the
plant increases in sizo and age, the fronds becomepal-
wate, whilst the centre of cach segment retains the
band of white. The underside is light green, orna-
mented with a broad band of marginal sori, in tho way
of Ptenis, from which genus 1t is distinguished chiefly
by its reticulated venation. It requires the tempera-
ture of a stove, and should be potted in peat and sand,
with the addition of a little ]ight Joani. Native of
Brazil.

Elaphoglossum L'Hermlner).

‘This is & member of tho Acrostichum family. dis-
tinguizhed by simple eatire fronds, and free forked
vews. It isa large genus, containing many fine or-
namental kinds, tis species being, perhaps, the most
b-autifal ; mdeed, its'style of beauty 13 entively dis-
tinct from that of all other Ferns. The fronds of
this spectes are from one to three feet in length and
trom two to threo inches broad, thick and Tunther_v
m texture, and of a most peeuliar and beautifal bright
lustrious Llue, remmding ono of the back of a mack.
erol It forms a beautiful object when planted in a
pocket in the Fernery, or when placed in auch a posi
tion as willallowits long, ribbon.like, iridescent fronda
to hang down over a prominent rock. It requires
the heat of the stove Fernery, and should be planted
in peat and Sphagnumn Moss, It is anative of the
West Indies, some parts of Brazil, and Central Am
erica.

Anthyrium Gorlnglanum plctum.

This hs been proved to withstand unharmed the
severity of our winters ; nevertheless, 1 would always
Luvel t cron il with some old tronus or dry leaves.
Here 1 would fain make a slight digresston. I have
otten advocated the cause of cleanliness ; but experi.
ence has taught me that it is possible to be over-serupu.
Lo i watters of thas kind counected with the hardy
Fernery ; for vhere toomuch attention has been paid
to smatt keepit.g. I have hal complamts that even
British Ferns were not hardy ; and no wonder, for
when old fronds are cut cloan away, the crowns are
s much exposed to cold that they are killed. Be.

idus this, w1l the dead leaves are caretally raked and
clearud awnay, and thus all the protectsun Nature
gives them isremoved. TUnder such conditions, it is
not to be wondered at that many deaths occur in the
hardy Fernery. To provent this, 1 advise the leaves
tu be hept 1ound abuut the crowns of vut door Ferns,
these may bo kept frum strewing abuut by havin
somo fronds of the common Bracken pegged roun
and over them. The plant now under notice isa
valuable additivn to any collection of out door Ferns;
the fronds attain a length of about 13 feet, they are
bradly lancevlate in outline, two or three times di-
vided, and dark grcen ; along the centro of cach of
the pinnm there 1s a deep reddish band, which is
agam bordered with wiite, rendering 1t very distinet
and attractive. It is a deciduous plant from Japan,

Athyrlum Japonicum Varlegatum.

Tlus is another Japanese plant , and, hke tho pre.
viously named, one perfectly hardy. Itis, however,
In general appearance it resembles
o lax form of our own Lady kern, with a goed pro.
portion af tho pinnm of a whito eolor. ftisade-
ciduous hardy species.

8colopendrium Vulgare Varlegatum,

A dwarf variety of our common Hart'’s-tenguno
Fern, with fronds bright green and variously striped
with narrow bands o? white, It isvery pretty, but
as it does not assume large proportions, it should be
planted in a snug placen the Fernery.

Asplenlum Adlantum.nigrum Varlegatum.

This is another instance of our native Ferns puttin
on a parti-colored coatin order to rival, 1t woul
soem, their exotic relatives ; the deep bright green of
the fronds of this plant are irrcgularly streaked and
blotched with pure wlite It 1s a distinet aud beau-
tiful form, unfortunately somewhat rare,

Polypodium Vulgaro Varlogatum.

This plant is rather apt to lose its variegation, and
for a time to produce only green fromds ; when varie-
gated it is irregularly splashed with yollonish whate,

Ptoris Argyrea.

This is, perhaps, the most beautiful of all the var-
iegated Ferns. In a young state, 1t 18 very useful for
table decoration, but, when mature, 3t forms a splen-
id object i the Fernery, and may be ather grown
i thoe cool or tropieal houwe. "The fronds are onco
or twice divided, and grow from 1to 4 feet in hoight
the pinnm being broad and pinnatitid.  The greater
portion of the pinn® are ot a buight lustrous metal-
lic white, tho edgss forming a border of hght green.
Nativo ot the East Indies, at conuiderable elevations.

. Cretlca Albo-ineata.

This is a very handsome Fern, and one that, from
ita compact and hardiness, comes within the reach of
all Fern lovers, It ongnally came to this country
from Java, but was piobubly taken there by tho
Dutch. A friend, writing to metrom Japan, men-
tions it as being a very common plant i that coun-
try. The fronds are pmuate, aboutl foot or 15
mehes high, the pinnwe inv<g and pure white, bordered
with bright green, It 15 & vory hoamtiful greenhouse
plant, aud 8o hardy that with a liztle protection, it
may be kept in the open-wr Fennery, O tas I ean
speak contidently, having grown 1t so for several
years,

P. Aspericaulis Tricolor.

Nothing can exceed the lovehncss of this plant, ifin
good condition, but this 13 a great drawback toats
enltivation, and I am mchned to thisk most amateurs
fail with this plant through net giving cnough water
to its 1outs. The fronds, however, should not be
wetted. The fronds are pinnate. the punnas broad
and pinnatiid, the centre vt each ot the pinnm 13 bnght
rosy-red, bordered on cach side by a band of whito,
which is fimshed off by an outer border of dark shin-
g green 1t is a truly lovely plant, a worthy sub-
Ject tor the amateur's rkall 1n eneavoring to cultivato
it. Must bo grown i the tropical Fernery. Easg
Indies.

P, Serrulata Variegata,

A somewhat robust formn of serrulata, marked in &
sinular manner to P. cretica albo-tineata, bul nar-
rower 1n the pumne, and these are shghtly serrate at
the edges ; it is a irco-growing pretty plant,

' P. Nomoralis Varlegata.

This is a very pretty plaut, svmnewhat resembling
a amall form ot . argyrea, but the white in the pin-
n® is heaut.dully suttused with rose ; it may be grown
i the temperate Fernery. — I'ille Qardencr.

Carpeting Borders Beneath Shrubs.

In places where greenhivuse plants are used to dee-
orate the grounds, whether they are turned out, or
the pots are plunged, the appearance of the border
devoted to them 1s greatly nuproved if the surface of
the suil b coveted with sume low-gruwing and rapidly
spreading plant.  Wo havo seen Portulucas sown
broadeast with very guud cffect, but the trouble.with
these is, that the seed aerminates slowly, and the
plants dunot make muca show until late in the season.
The best attampt we have seen ab carpeting was where
Gnaphalium lanatui was used.  This bedding plant
is propagated with ease, grows rapidly, and soon
covers the soil with a carpet of neutral grey tint,
aganst which bright [oliage and flowers shew  to tho
best pussible advantage. Thisis a puint in gardening
that has receved liss attention than its unportance
domands. 1f the sol of beds i which plants are
tomporarily placed, be carpeted with some rapidly-
growing plant of a pleasing color, not only 1s the gen-
eral eftect heightened, but of course much labor mn
keeping is saved. In permanent shrubberies, too,
this is a matter of no fittle importance. The soil
beneath our shrubs s cither bare or covered with
weeds.  Why pot grow some pleasg Elant which
shall cover the ground and save all trouble of weed-
ing ? We are trymg two plants for this purpose. In
one row of shrubs wo have set plants ot the Money-
wort ( Lysimachia nunmularia), which always grows



