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e | bese are virtually nil. Some of the ( a tunnelin 300 fect and expect soon to | jug carefully they shout in  chorus,
) ery men who on the platform demand | strike the main ledie.  Thelr expectas | @ Alex,™ “The shout at once summons
s ] wost loudly state railroad ownorship,are | tions run high, and, if vealised. we may | «Mine 1lost.” a big, strapplng fellow
for § et on the bunt for extensive railroad | look for much svlid prospernty in and | pearfug, it is true, a wooden log, yet
it harter privileges, and just as eager as | around Bonaparte camg. withal full of energy and as scen at o

ny others to sell them to the highest
dder. Hence state rallroad ownership
sust -here be 1 -garded as 8 present
himers, and the utmost that can be
bbtained s more or less effective govern-
sental supervision .of the rates and
ratic conditfonsof chartered raflroad
ndertakings. This can easily be had
n the lines of British raflroad legisla-
ion, 1 the people of Canada call for such
ontrol. We are however, sneaklug
sneraily, at present fnert in our atti-
de on this question, though aroused
bo easily at times by party clap-trap
ares that have little that {s practical

STAGING TO CARIBOO.
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B Under this capifon, we shall endeavor
h take the reader in imagination with
s over the route from Ashcroft station
p the C.P.R. to Batkervitle on Willlams
eek, Carlboo.  Starting from Ash-
olt at the eatly hour of four in the
orning, we are with others hurried
board the B.C. Express Co's. commodious
ge coach, drawn by sir spirited i.orses,
o ribbons in the hands of Fred Tirgley,
hexpert frontler driver.  Onc crack of
s whip, aud «ff we started at a gallop.
ur travelling companions, ten In ,all,
¢ not yet fully- awake, but the keen
hd dracing afr of-early morn will quick-
start circulation and put an end to
muoolencs, Although fully half & ton
mafl matter and-quite as mach freight
s stored up on the stage, we make ex-
tlent headway, arriving at Hall Creek
out six. Hera, some 11 miles from
heroft, we breafast, and with a
ange of horses continue our journey
Clinton, 23 miles further, where we
rtake of the hospitality of Mr. Jos.
> GEEnith, whose genial smile augurs wel)
the early prospect of a good dinner.
this we are not disappointed. Mr.
pith's hotel {s {n point of comfort and
rality of comestible supplies, replete,
d so good has been this summer’s
de that our host is, for the better
ommodation of the travelling public,
llding a handsome addition to his
el, which contains among other ac-
mmodation a large dining room and
elve bedrooms. From Hat Creek to
nton we follow the Honaparte river,
ng the shore -of which considerable
hing i3 In progress. Here the B.C.
velopment Co., of Vancouver, s in
ticular actively engaged in prospect-
s number of properties with very
ouraging results. On one of tho
s a lead has-been uncovered show.

oight inches of galena. which’ Is said
my!n go}d’ siiver, copper and lead
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Leaving Clinton behind, we journey to
the 83-Mile House, where the 1B, C. k-
press Co. has provided excellent accoms
modation for passengers, th s meals being
wholesome and the beds comfortable and
scrupulousty clean.  Here we remain
over niglt, making an early start next
morntng. We are next diiven rapidly
ovor a rolling country, graduxlly ascend-
ing to a higher altitude, wd passiog
through fair and fertile meadews and
grazing lands until we reach 130-Mile
house, having in two days traversed
some 135 miles, Between 83 and 130-Milo
house prosperous ranches are seen,
in and about them several thousaud
head of cattle.  ‘I'he climate here is
healthful and favors a great variety of
agricultural products. Its svil is alluvial
deposit and includes the samds and elaye
peculiar to such a formation.  ‘The salt
meadows of this region are particularly
rich in tho elements of fettility as as
evidenced by the crops of grass thoey
produce, whilst in the mountain region
heyond are great cattle ranges—ijands
where in abundance grass grows natural-
fy 50 soon as the trees are cleated away
and the brightest of suulight admitted
freely.  The rich wmeadow pasturages
are here well meet for dmrying, whilss
along the streams e wide reaches
of grain land with fields where in abun-
dance grow the finest of roots stretehing
up the slopes and aiung thte plateaus.
Every kind of domestic animal that s
resred in a temperate climate here finds
congenial habitation, and horses, mules,
milch kine, oxen, bleef cattle, sheep,
swine and poultry live and thrive i con-
tinually increasing anmber.  ‘Thes: facts
have been amply proven by Messrs,
Veith and Borlaud, the we)l-to-do pru-
prietors of the 150-Mile housa, itsstores,
hotel and ranch. These gentlemen are
old timers and have grown nich by trad-
ing with prospectors and mincers, raising
cattle, horses and grain, and exteading
hospitality with a hearty welcome to
the travelling pub.ic. Thdir bar
stocked with the choicost wines, liquors
and cigars, and their cuisine is excellent.
Our wants are here carcelully attended,
and through the kindness of Mr. Borland
& double-seated spring wagon is placed
at our disposal. This ecuables our party
to leave the trunk tvad and drive
tarper's Camp on the Harsetly River,
some forty miles from tne main road.
Here is a typical frontier camp. Oun the
bank of Horsefly stands Afex. Mee's
hotel® aud as we draw reign the door of
this hostlery flies open and the guests
sally forth togreet us. Theensembule isa
picturesque scene right worthy repro-
duction by brush or camera. The group
includes miners, characteristically attir-
ed, so too trappers, Indians, Chinamen,

is

|.and of course uiso dpgs.
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aglance o thorough good soul.  We faol
that the bLest at his command will be
ours and {n this we are not mistaken,
OQur horses are quickly stabled, and our-
selves mado comfortable in the qualntest
hostel imaginable—a long shack some 10
feet wide and 30 feet loug, partitioned
off. ‘e front fills the requiromentsof a
bar, zeneral store, oftice, Larber shop,
card room, and gencral living room.
Yet in this far away spot with such
restricted facilities, Alex. Meo provides
us with comfortable quarters and an
excellent table, the food abundant and
zond and alse well cooked and served.
‘T'his ploncer house of Alex. Mee's is des-
tined to be the nucleus of a busy and
brosperous settlement of possibly several
thousand people, if the indications of
mineral riches form any apt criterion.
At Harper,s Camp, on the * American
Horselly,” an immense area Is now leased
frum the government for alluvial gold
mining. A brief mention of the opera-
tions of several companies fn this camp
will give an idea of the maguitude of
of their undertakings. Senator R. H.
| Campbell, of San Francisco, is in
charge of the management of his
'cmnp.my the Mioceno Gravel Mining
' Co., of Cariboo, F.imited, aun incor-
‘ poration with a capital stock of $30,0-
000, controlled by Senator Camnpbell, Mr.
l D. Drysdale, of San Francisco, Mr. Fred
| Coulthard and two other ‘gentlemen of
New Westminster. It is a close corpora-
tion and there is no stock for sale. This
company owns 12 leases and 4 claims, in
| all 13v0 acres of placer ground, situate
|
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on the supposed old channel of the
Horsefly river. Toaicertaia if this be
€0 or no, extensive prospecting is being
actively vushed by the Scoator in o
miner-iike manner and if proper angi-
neering and skilled mining can fnsuro
suceess, Senator Campbell has a sturdy
under grip upon it. ‘The shaft which he
hus sunk a depth 250 fcet and drifted
on the rim of somoe GO feet, is model
work, and affords mdications that bed-
rock will be reached very shortly.
The gravel coming from the drify re-
| sembles that of the rich gold bearing
crecks of Cariboo in the sisties, and col-
ors are beginning to show in the pan.
‘The Company possesses its own saw mill
for cutting the lumber required iu its
oncrations, whilst the shaft is fitted with
two pumps, with a first-class steam en-
gine to work them. This hoists the
bucksts.  Work procecds by day and
night with three shifts, and evidence of
good management i3 seen everywhere
about the works. Located on the pres-
ent Horsefly Creek and adjoining the
“Miocene” Is tho Ward's claim, owned
by the Horsefly Gold Mining Co., Limit-
ed, capitalization £100,000. The clai

comprises 360 acres, and is a. hydranlic




