1896

THE ITL.LUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE.

331

a8 to spoil them for market bat not
for feoding purposes, from which we

have learned that two tons of Swedes| —

havo more valuo than one ton of pota-
toos. It is easior to grow 25 tons of
Swedes than 123 tons of potatoes, (1)
besides which thero is the cost of cook-
ing the lattor. Wo have gono into the
subject of the relative fecding values
of the two crops. bocauso rosults of &
fow experimonts are {roquently taken
as duta to thow tho oxceptional valuo
Eos-sossod by pntatocsas afidder crop.
Gxperienco shows us that there is no
spocial advantage to be reaped by
substituting potatoes for Swedes asu
crop ; por is it moro profituble to buy
potatoes at doublo the cost per ton
that would bo paid for Swodes at the
gamo timo.”

As before stated, potatoos should bo
cooked before feeding. ‘Theoy shounld
also be washed freo from dirt, wlich
i8 cusily dono by placing a louvse
wooden grating in & tub or long
trough. Till half the trough with
wator. placo the floating grating on
this, then throw in the potatoes, stir
end rub them with a broom or hard
brush, and in ashort timethe potatocs
will be clean and tho dirt w.ll have
sank beneath the grativg. Couvked pu
tatoes are readily eaten by all kinds of
siock, snd poultry thrive on thom.
They are particularly suitable for
horses which are being fitted for sale,
as they give a sleek appearance to the
skin aod a brightuness to tho coat. Ex.

BAD ROADS.

The condition of the country roads
in many partsof this continent during
the months of November and December
in the carly part of winter, and March
and April in tho spring, can be only
described as most doplorable. Daring
somo eeasons their condition is often-
times so bad that oven those farmers
who look with contempt and indif-
feronco of all echomes of road improve-
ments, from tho modest ono of a btter
carrying out of ths present system of
rosd work to tho clsborato and ex
ponsive plans suggosted by more
thorough road rcformers, feel boand
to admit that something ought to bo
dono to improve the roads.

Tho =pathy shown by so large a
part of tho farming community, when
10ad improvement is proposed. is lar-
gely duoe to threo csuses.  First, thero
13 that great conservatism among
farmers which finds cxpression in the
stetement that what was good orough
for thcir fathers is good enough
for them. In tho second placo, they
fear that road improvement is going
10 bo an expensivo procoeding, from
which they will derive no propor-
tionate return ; and, thirdly, they say,
with somo show of recason, that road
improvement is being urged mainly
in the interests, of bicyclists and
townspcople who possess horses and
carriages.

The first reacon is the weakest ono
of all, bat it is one which is very often
urged, necertheless. It is, howeser,
belicve, vory often given as a reason
by somo in order 1o avoid stating that
thoy object 10 tho cost of road im-
provemont. This is, after all, tho mamn
objeotion farmers have to all the
schemes propounded. If it could only
bo demonstrated to their eatisfaction
that improved roads would bo a last-
ing bonefit to them much of this
opposition would disappear. — Farm-
ing.

{1) We sboaid ray, jadging from Sored
crops, than 6 tons of poiatocs.—Bo.

Occhard and Garden
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POMOLOGICAL.

Annual Mooting of tho Fralt Growors’
Aesociation at St-Johns.

Winter-seedlings— Cranberrles— Prof.
Craig on apples — Prof. Fletcher on
injurions insa:ts — Distribation of
grafts—House plants—R. W. Shep-
hord on padcking and shipping
apples—Ball on vogetables—Spray-
ing.

As announced in our last issuo the
aonual convention and business moeet-
ing of tho Provincial Fruit Growers’
Association was opened in StJchns
on Wodneedsy ovening of last wook.
There were prosent Mr. R. W. Shep-
berd, Montresl, president; W. W.
Danlop, of Oatremont, secrotary ;
Messrs, E. A, Barnard and Chspais,
ropresenting  the Quebzo dustrict,
Robert Brodio and Cecil Newman, tho
Island of Montrcal, M. Hslero, of
Hudson ; Me-srs Wm. Craig, J. M.
Fisk C Fi-k, Aboutsford ; S. A Fisher,
Know ton ; R. J. Bail, Kuowlton , A,
Jubnston, Cowaasvillo ; David West.
ovor, Frelighsbarg ; M. Peter Maso.
Farlane, of Chateavgnay; W. N,
Pattison, of Claronceville and many
others,

Prof. Fletcher and Craig, from tho
Ottawa Experimental Farm, woro slso
on hand s0d as a matter of courso
sontributed very matorially to tho
saccees of tho meeting. Among tho
local members of tho committeo who
wors presont 1o mcot them 1ivare
Mayor O Ciin, Messra. D. and™ A.
Macdonsald, Hon. F. G. Marchand, Dr,
Wood, Sheriff Arpin, P. J. Doré,
Honri Roy, I B Fatvoyo. P. A. Chas-
&, A. J. Corrivesu, E. R Smith, A.
Morin, J. B. Demers.

Owing 10 8 misanderstanding as to
the placo of mestieg. the formsl open
icg was deferrod till tho following
ovening, and the business taken «p
was tho roport of the Committeo on
Spraying. Mezsrs. R. Brodie, Fiek,
Newman, Chapais, Prof. Craig, Fisher
and Prof Fletcher spoko to this. The
genersl consonsus i8 that spraying is
cffective and = ncoessary part of tho
orchard work. It wad ssid that
second and third seasons’ oxperience
had showa ascumaiative advantages.
Tuo results incresso year to yesr.
After ths meoting 2r. Duncan Mac-
donsald, conductel s number of the
visitors to his fino residenco ard en-
tertained them afler the meoting.

THURSDAY MORNING.

On Tharedsy morning the business
meoting of the convention took placo
tho annusl roport, fioancial state-
ment, oto, beiog read aud sdopted.
Committoes wore namod and the
samples of frait Jaid out. Among
thoso wero tsn cntries of wintor soed-
lings, sent in responso to Jho pricas
otfered for the bist new variety of
scedling : pples which will keep until
1st May. Thoy mzke & very fico
show. Mr. B. Newman exhibited s
winter secdling, named Lachizo,
which ho eatered in tho secdling
competition. Mr. Gibb, of Comn, ox-
hibited Powaukees and Arsbkas, and
Mr. W. F. Halcro, of Hudron, had an
ankaown varioty, which it {s intend-
cd 10 pame lster. Mr, J. M Fitk, of
Abbot-ford, displayed Cavadian Bald-

wics, Arabkss, Ben Davis, Golden

Russet, and Svintsovka, or ILead
apple, and a ssmplo of nutive cranber-
ries. Mr. D, Westover, of Froolighs
burg, had Wagener Ben Davia and
Rhiodo Island groening, whilst Mr. R.
W. Shopherd, of Como, exhibited
Rambos and Cauada Baldwirs, Mr
Lounis Hamel, 8t. Hilairo alco show:
od some wonderfully well preserved
grapes.

THUREDAY AFPTERNOON.

‘Tho afternoon eossion was taken up
with a number of mostintercstirg and
instructivo papers and discursions
theroon, Mr, Chapais proposed in a
ihoughtful eseay the establichment of
some oxporimontal frait stations, eay
four ou five, in the varionssections. A
committeo to consider this and inter-
view governments was formed. Mr
Craig rave and eluboratoaddress on the
food olements tsken from the soil by
apple crops and how to supply these.

OBRANBERRY OULTURE.

Mr. J. M. ¥izk, ono of our most prao-
tical fraits growers, read s paper on
« Uranberry Culture.” in which he
advocated tho culuvation of tho plant,
which would grow readily from cut.
t:ngs, in those swamps which were
abundant in many partsof tho pro-
vince. Tha cultare of cranborries
could tarp them to profit. The best
vines to seo'e:t from which to take
cuttings wero those whose leaves had
a greorith-brown color, and not the
bright shiny green, which were less
productive. The vines should be
selected in September, beforo the frait
was placked. Thero wss no aced to
import the cuttings from either Capo
Cod or Massachmotts, a5 abundance
could bo obtained from our own
marches, and twithont tho rick of im-.
porting intecte, from which our owo
vines wero comparatively free.

Prof Craig said that the subjeet was
3 very important one, and it was one
that was coming up sll over thocoun
try. As to the profits ho had seon
accounts showing that, one man in
Nova Scotis, from tho sales of the
prodact of two acres of last yesr,
roalisod abont $700. This yesr tho
sales had not been quito so good, but
the same person had mado over $§100
a1 acre clear monoy.

Mr. H. Roy mentioned that, near
St. Bridget, thero wero largo tracts of
lasnd that wero admirsbly ad-
apted for oranberry wing, and,
ho thounght, it wounld bo well if the
Guvornment would andortzke tomake
a fuw cxperiments there.

Tho President thought thsat cran-
berry cultare had betn very much
neglected in this Provioce, whero we
had quantitics of suitable land. He
was of opinion that every farmer
might bave a nice littlo patch of cran-
berries, snd make it profitable.

APPLE GROWIRG.

Prof. Craig gave ** Somo Thoughta
on Apple Growing,” illustrated by
charts in which ho dezlt at length
with tho elements contsined in tho
£oil that wero absorbed by 2pplotrees
— nitrogen, phosphoric acid and
potash—aund ehowod how essential it
wss that tho treos sbould receive
theso in proper proporiions. Potath
was tho chief ingredient necessary.
Boloro tho trees boro frait, barn-yard
manure, which could be ueed as a
top-dressing, contained all thess olo-
ments in about the proper propor-
tions, baut after & troo arrived at tho

bearing stato, it required moro potash
which eouldof)o most chesplyo tained

from ashes, whilst the neoessary phos-
phorio aoid (1) conld bo obtained from
bono mesl and phosphates.

INJORIOUS INSBREOTA.

Professor Fletchor gave an admir-
ablo addross on ' Injurious Infeots of
tho Garden and Orohard, ” which is
clearly summarized in the Garette,
the peed of kesping plants and trees
in a healthy condition, so as to be
little liable to an atisclc from insgocts
as poasible, Regarding the tarnip
fley, ho eaid that the practice in the
Ottaws Distriot was to sow the tarnip
aecd about the 156th to the 20.h June.
The plants then came up when the
first brood of fleas has disappeared,
and the socond brood did not appear
until the plants were sanffloiently
growa to eseape injury. Among the
mmsects that he bad bad complamnts
abont in tho Province of Quebec was
the bad moth, against which late
spraying proved most effective. There
was also the insest known as the
cascbearer, against which a spray of
kerosino and soap suds or a spray of
Paris green was the best preventivo.
For getting r.d of the cabbage maj-
got, pouring kerosine mixture among
the roots of the plants hiad been found
very sorviceable, as well as & mixtare
of hellebore and water. Catworms
should bo controlled by weapping a
pieco of pap:r 2, ronnd thostem of the

lant, when putting it in the ground,
eaving aboat an inch of it above the
goil ;, or they could be got rid of by
steoping a small bundlo of weedsina
mixtare of Paris greon and water,
snd putting them down where the
pests were.  As to the onion maggot,
hs had not baen able to treat it smo-
cessfully, but has obtained fairly good
results by sprinkling carbolic acid
sud sosp suds, or gas limo over the
beds. For the plum caronlio and the
codling moth, he recommended Paris
greon and Bordesux mixture. The
canker worm should be got rid of,
either by thoroughly spraying tho
trees, or whero they are to0 large to
admit of this, by placicg somo me-
chanicsl contrivance sonad the tranks,
either msade of tin or a band of paper,
and smesring it with fith o1l and
printer's ipk, or with resin and castor
oil. To this viscid mixtare tko moths
adhered, and any eggs that wero de-
positod were laid below this artificial
band, so that it was easy to destroy
them, either by seraping tbo trees, or
by spraying them with coaloil and
sosp suds. If gras-hoppers cver bo-
come numerons as thoy threstened to
do last summer or €0, he advised the
uso of the machine koown ss ths
hopper doser which did good servics
in tho Westorn States, whilst for exz-
torminating a carioas wingless moth,
which nover left its cocoon, bat the
caterpillars of which ecat holes in
apples, ho rocommended spraying with
Paris green.

THURSDAY EVENING. .

Tho gathering took place in the
Thestro Royal. Tho President occu-
piod thoe chair, aud in dohivering his
sanual address, ho pointed ott that
ladicas could aid the Sociely in its
work, sud recommended that they
vhould be ropreeented on tho direot-
orsto as s00n a+ 020 wss foand willing
to undertzsko tho auties of such an
offico. It was a stop wh-ch ho thought
would work to theadvantsgo of the So-
cioty. H»spoke of the progress made

1) Piealy of phosphoric acid in wood-
ashes.—EBo.
{2y e used alwavs to wrap our tobacco-
plants, or rather the rools, in mtpl«\lcgvcs
.



