- singing and genera.l exercises.

: vot'to Tead; 8 lesson leat but a- book
§ bearmg on the theme

;'clety durmg the’ past.- generation received
in® their “Puritan homes “patient, ‘thorough;
- and -long °.continued . Bible - mstruction
Daniel Webster tells.us that- his' standard
of oratorlcal excellence wag .derived from.
' such’ pasgages as the eight Psalm, and.the.
fortieth chapter of Isaiah. Carlyle tells us

that” he owed something to the thorough T

mastery of “about a hundred chapters in the
Bible. - Ruskin msists ‘that - whatever ' skiil
in thought-or ‘diction he possessed. is -trace-
" able to" the fact that his- mother made him
commit” to -memory - whole chapters of- the
New Testament, and many chapters of
Moses, David and .Isaiah. Bt in the stress

and haste of modern life the religious in--

etx"uctxon of children has sadly suffered. In
the morning, business  men have no time '
‘for the moral training of their chlldren In
the evening they have no strength ,On
Sunday :they excuse themselves on the
ground that they ]eave ethlcs and rehgxon
to the Sunday-school..” But. the Sunday-
- school hour is almost" entirely glven up to
‘In the end
therefore, the child gets almost no moxal
. Instruction. Parents who would scorn the

idea of farming the child out to a wet nurse .

g “The -college- pro-‘ ‘
. fesgors afid’ presidents the "statesmen - and
”preachers ‘the ‘men who have moulded 8G- -

;J ack.

"

“the wood. Fomo oy - ER A
‘Yes, I supposa 80." I’m glad they have
chosen Saturday, for the sake’of all the chil~

dren‘in'the neighborhood answered hls mo-_

ther busy ‘over the fire. -

“Goirg up in~a balloon' would be -pretty'

" near- Jike  flying. +~ Maybe you can .get. a
chance, Jackie,’ suggested hls little sister,
mischievously. - :

© SWouldn’t- I:-like - to try it Iy etclatmed
‘Can-I,’if I have & chance;. mother e
‘There ‘wouldn’t be much.danger ‘in con-:
sentmg to  that; I fancy,” laughed his - mo-~ -
‘thet. -+ ‘You will. not be likely to have a
chanée until you ‘have grown. cons1derab1y
older and" ‘wiser than you are. now.’’

"The fair had little attractlon for Jack that -

Sa.turde,,r atternoon in _comparison. thh the
field adjoining. -~ All his -

a.nd lingered 50 persistently, that-when the
crowd of spectators gathered at the appoint-
. ed hour he was-in the inner circle ‘and one .
"of the nearest to the silken air bubble, Every

item - of prepara.tmn ‘had a- charm. for him,

however impa.tlent others grew. ~When at
‘last-all was -ready ‘the manager of the air
chariot-asked if' any one wished to accom--
pany him on his excursior. A man stepped
forward, and then Jack: pressed up eagerly
‘I'd.like to go. - Please let me.’

If Jack’s sister or any of his compamons

j his - interest centred
‘there, and he was’ on° the .ground so. early

physically, have no hesitancy in -farming had been near, : there ‘would doubtless have
out the chlId morally Multitudes of_ chil~ been -remonstrances enough to: guickly- spoil -
dren -are splritual‘ orphans For sustenance' the plan, but they Bad hngered longer over:
they "are dependent "upon the ‘kindness of* " the a.ttractions of the booths and stalls,-and.-

persons who are w1lhng for 'sweet ehanty s
sahe, to teach neglected children an “hour:
cach Sunday Men ‘who \would ot think
for ‘a moment ot ‘allowing a nexghhor to~

. _science and ‘the moral sentiments to any

stranger into whose ¢lass ‘the- child. may "

chance to be placed. Naturally, the decline

- - of moxal mstructxon is followed by a decline -

“in moral ‘Jeadership. Even Huxley, in his
plea for a study of the’ Blble, finds ‘'the ex-
plana.tlon of the lessening number of great
men, in the lessen2d interest in these great-
religious themes that feed greatness and,

" heroism in the human heart-—‘Pres, Wit-
ness’ . . T '

- Jack’s Experiment.

‘Oh, dear! I wish I could fly,’ said Jack,
coming in from school.
coming up that hill, and it’s dreadfully tire-
some to walk.’ o

‘Il is a great deal more tiresome not to
be able to walk,’ answered grandma, looking
down on her rheumatlc feet as they rested
‘on a cushion,

¢ And since you are ‘not a bird, but-a boy,
you'd better try “to be as good a boy as pos-

gible, and stop wantmg S0 many things that
you cannot have,’ remarked his wmotheér.

‘Now run out aud bring me an armful of
~wuod, Jackie, for the kitchen fire s nearly
out.! : :
“That is always the way When I wish for
anything,” muttered Jack for the edification
of the wood pile. ‘I musn’t wish for riches
" or wings or anything else, but just plod
- along and be contented. I don’t see how
a fellow can be contented when . he doesn’t
" bave anything to. make him so.’ .
Over the fence fluttered a.square. ot paper,
and the breeze bore it to Jack's.feet, while-
the man who was scattering handbills pass-
ed up the street. Jaeck’s quick eye cauglit
- the flaunting letters, and he picked up the
- notice,

« ¢ Oh, mother, ere’s going to be a balloon

.

‘The sun is so hot’

had” rea.ched the field only in time to view

the* proceedmgs"from the. outskirts of the.

crowd,  No one was:near who knew:him,-

but-a bysta.nder endeavored to dlssuade-

shape their boys idea of" commerce,- have.: h.lm :
© NOo~] hesrtancy in - glvmg the training of con-

Oh, se2 here, boy ! 1 I don't beheve you'd
better go. Your folks wouldnt hke it

would they ?r .
«My: mother . said she dldn’t thmk ther_e
‘was much danger in-.consemting if I had'.a

’ chn.nce, answered Jack, telhng the truth as

far as words went, but with a guxlty con- -
science that he was not nvmg his mothers

meaning.

The aeronaut was not. a sorupulous man.
If.the boy wanted to go and no oné objected

-the responsibility did not rest upon him, he

carelessly argued; and ‘he motioned Jack to

take a place in the car, with the injunction -

to* keep still and not try any nonsense.’
‘With the deronaut and.his assistant there.
were now four in the car, and a minute or
two later the signal was given, the line cut,
and. the balloon sailed into the’air. The
1owd shouted, tossed caps-and waved hand-
kerchiefs, but the younger pdssenger heard
one shrill scream of ‘Oh, Jackie !’ as his
little sister saw and recognized him. = But it
was too late for any one to prevent his go-
ing then; and as Jack felt the soaring mo-
tion and glanced up toward the name ‘Hagle’
50 gayly painted, his heart bounded.
"Isn’t this grand ?
ing on the back of a great eagle,’ he said.
‘Yes, it is all very fine just now, but you
ruay think it is something else
are through with it,” enswered ithe aeronaut
grimly. He did not seem inclined to bestow
much attention upon ‘his passengers, the
elder of whom, indeed, appeared to be a
foreigner, who either could not or would not
speak” English. "But Jack comtented him-
self with looking down upon the world be-
. low, or ‘what he could see of it.

Tt was.

It is almost like sail- .

.

nefore yon

very strange to sec trees and stesples so far .

beneath him, and presently to find himself
sailing- away over a great stream of water.

‘But soon lie’ could. see nothing distinctly, It
had been la.te hefore the Eagle' was fully

where they were, and pulled the: rope “of the _
valve,”

Jack" id . not, knowawhat :he was do-

ing, only that they began to, descend. Down-
~ ward- they sped until they came near. enough ’

the earth’ to'discover a dark mass that look-
ed as if it mrght bé the top of: a ‘forest. Thcn
with a’ muttered exclama.tion of 1mpatxence,
‘thé aerohaut turred 6" his assrstant who''
threw out’ ballast and \they ‘rose ‘agiin, It
- grew-cold and dreaty in the’ darkness, his
companlons were farfrom pleasant ‘and’ he
could no longéi see anythmg, Jack suppés-"
‘ed" 'he had’ experie‘nced nearly -all the enjoy-'
ment to'be dérived from the\tnp Would it not -
be’ splendld to tell the boys a.bout 1t though"‘

¢ When shall we go down 7 he asked

‘ If you can tell that, young man, you can
.o more ‘than I can,’ answered one of’ the
men, crossly.

- Jack .did not understand the alternate pull- -
ing at -the .rope and throwing-out of sand-:

< -

bags; he only. knew that-the balloon. nmow :

ascended, now, descended, pitching ‘and ‘toss-.

ing in a strange fashion, while the a_eronaut’s
-muttered imprecations grew dreadful to hear.
But he gathered from what passed between

him and his assistant that somethmg was

amiss. “
‘What is wrong ?’ he vcntured to mqune
txmrdly, ‘at last. . . -

‘I've lost oontrol of thé wretched thmg,
and’ Wwe are more likely to land in’ another
World than we are ever to get back ahve to'-
the one we lefts: that’s ail if 1t's a.ny comfort
to you.’

Another world' Jack had nevcr planned
for ﬂymg there, in his w1ldest drea.mmg, and
oh, how he. shrank from the thought R Tha.t
"was a long, awful night— driven hxther
.'and’ thither, now. up, nOwW down, expectmg

death any moment and trying confusedly to -
pra.y, while his mind wandered lougxngly\,

to the cozy home he might’ never -g€e again,
Jack never fargot that night. At last, in
" the gray of the early morning, the Eagle

swaooped.to the earth, and, catching upon a '

tree, emptied the occupants of the car to the
ground Fortunately they ere near a house
and were soon found and cared for. _All
were more or less injured—the aeroma.ut too

severely ever to attempt another voya,ge, i

and when Jack found himself at home, brurs-
ed and battered, he had no wish to try ano-
ther flight, :
before hi§ broken leg was strong enough to
support his weight, he learned that a boy
ought to be content with the ability to run
about on two feet. —Morning Star.’

At Set of Sun.
By Ella Wheeler ercox )

If we sit down at set of sun .

‘And count the things that we havé done
And counting find . .

One self-denying act, one word )

That eased the heart of him who. heard '
One glance most kind o '

That fell like sunshine where it went,”

Then we may_ count the, day well spent.

But if, through all-the hvelong day,
We've eesed no. heart hy yea or nay ;
If through it all
“We've done no thing that we can trace
That brought the sunshine to a face H
No .act, most small,
That helped a soul and nothing cost;
Then count that.-day as worse than ‘Jost.
~—Am, Paper :

In the weary days that elapsed



