v

3

|

 NORTHERN MESSENGER.

Frederfick Goold, leading seaman ; Onesi-
%hqrus Luxon, able seaman ; and Edward
urton, able seameén., They all wore cork
life belts, and although the two former
were badly cut and bruised they all reached
land in safety, and were kindly treated by
the Spaniards. . :

Of Commander Ross, Admiral Sir Wil-
liam Dowell said: “I had known Com-
‘mander Harry Ross, the captain of the
‘Serpent,” for over twenty years, He
was a capital fellow, and well liked in the
service. I also knew the first lieutenant,
Guy Greville, very well. Both he and
Lieutenant Torquil Macleod served with
me on board various ships, and they were
very good fellows.” The inhabitants of
Devonport were greatly excited when the
news of the wreck of the *‘Serpent” ar-
rived, as most of the crew hailed from that
town. Very distressing scenes were wib-
nessed as the relatives of .the ofticers sud
men who were on board crowded round
the Admiralty House eager to know if any
further news had been received. The ex-
citement was only slightly assuaged by
the posting of notices both at the Admiraity
House and outside the dockyard gates,
that no further news had been received,
and that all information would bée made
public as soon as it arrived from the Ad-
miralty. R

We give a picture of the wreck and one
of the scene at the office of the Port Ad-
miral, Devonport.

The funeral service was performed on
Sunday, Nov. 23, in the church of Santa
Maria at Jabina, by the rector, the Rev.
Father M. Fadregas, who had previously
consecrated the burial ground. This
ground has been enclosed by a wall; and
a cross; made on board ILM.S. ¢ Tyne” at
.Corunna, by order of Commander Good-
ridge, R.N., was crected on Nov. 18, when
the bodies of Commander . Ross, Mr.
W. Edwards, engineer, and forty-seven
men were buried there. A guard of sol-
diers was posted by the Spanish authorities
to protect the remains of the dead and to
secure whatever came ashore from the
wreck. .

“«I DON'T BELIEVE -THAT.”

Tho well-knoiwh Dr: Fletther, of Step-
ney, was once requested to visit a man
who professed to be a sceptic. Speaking
to him of his need of salvation, he pointed
kindly and earnestly to Christ as the only
and all-sufficient Saviour, who gave him-
self as a ransom for sinners, that they,
through him, might obtain forgiveness and
be reconciled to God. :

Hearing this, the dying man said:

“8ir, I don't believe that; I wish I
could, as my dear wife there does ; she be-
lieves every word you are saying.”

“But,” said Dr. Fletcher, ‘“you say you
wish you could, and that, if you are sin-
cere, is a great point towards attaining it.
Now, what do you believe concerning
Jesus Christ

© “Why,” he replied, *‘I believe that
such a man once lived, and that he was a
very good and a petfectly sincereman ; but
that is all,” - . '

It was a principle with Dr. Fletcher,
when reasoning with unbelievers, if they
acknowledged the smallest portion of truth,
to make this a position—a starting-point
from which to argue with them. So he
said :

*You believe, then, that Jesus Christ
was & truly good man. Now, do you think
a good man would wish to deceive others,
or that a sincere man would use language
that must mislead, and that in things of
the highest importance.”

* Certainly not,” he replied. _

“Then,” said Dr. Fletcher, ‘““how do
you reconcile your admission that he wasa
good man with his saying, ‘I and my
father are one? And when they took
stones up to kill him,-he did not undeceive
them, bub still asserted the fact of his
Divinity, adding, ‘My sheep hear my
-voice, and they follow me, and I give unto
them eternal life.” Could any mere man
say this, or even an angel, or the highest
archangel 9’

¢ Stop,” cried the dying man, with an
excited voice, *‘stop, sir, I never saw’ this
before ; a mew light breaks upon me;
stop, sir ! let me think.” :

Holding up his emaciated hand, as'if
fearing that even a breath might obscure a
now light breaking in upon his darkened
soul, and with a countenance lighted up

with an indescribable expression of mmgled

iixed on Dr. Fletcher, he exclaimed,after
a short pause, and while the big tears&ere
rolling down his'cheeks: - RN,
*¢Sir, you are a messenger of mercy senit
by God himself to save my: soull..Yes,
Clrist is God, and he died to save sinners.
Yes, even me !"—Chyistian-at - Work.' -
BEGIN WITH. YOURSELF: .. .
la- Let your zeal begin with yourself,. then
you may with justice extend® it to: your
neighbor,—Thomas 4. Kempis, B
A NEGLECTED DUTY. .
. Probably the majority of parents inter:
est themselves in -making it more or léss
easy for their children who' are attending
day school to prepare their lessons for reci-
tation, But how is it with the Sunday-
school lesson 7 Do parents take -as’ much
pains asthey should to give their children
time to prepare this lesson, did.in prepar-
ing it, and do they insist that -the scholar
shall be ready for the recitation in Sun-
day-school? Let each-parent who reads
this paragraph answer this' to- himself or
herself. : Co
It is taken for granted somehow:that our
children will grow up with a knowledge of
the Scriptures ; they hear the Bible. read
at family prayers, from the pulpit, and in
the Sunday-school ; it lies on all our tables,
it is in all our libraries, and yet the ignor-
ance of members of the church of the Bible
is simply astonishing. If one would be-
come an astronomer, he must do some-
thing more than read a page or two every
day in a text-book of astronomy. If one
would be a chemist, -he’¥ill not compass
that desire by casual and ‘desultory consul-
tation of a book of chemistry. And so of
all other sciences, arts, and professions.
If our children are to know the Bible they
must study the Bible, and their parents
must study the Bible’and teach it to the

children *¢ diligently.”

The last Sunday the’ writer of thi; con-

s

-| ducted.a class of young ladies in tho Sun-

day-school, there were eight or nine in the
class, and every one wasa church niember;
‘but niot-one seemed ever to have 1

Saul ; not one could .tell how. Saul had
sinned, and why the kingdom of Israel was
taken from him ; mor could they, give a
connected history of David up to_the time
of his becoming king in Hebron. And yet,
ought not they to:have known all these
things from their youth up? The history
of David is the best commentary possible
on many of the psalms of David.

Now, dear parent who shall read this, do
you not owe it to your child to ground him
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tos-
taments? Ought you not from Sabbath to
Sabbath to see to it that his Sunday-school
lesson each Sunday is thoroughly prepared.
So shall you reap a double blessing?—
Claistian Advocate. _

et o

THE CONSECRATION-MEETING.
BY MRS. ALICE MAY SCUDDER.

Ts it necessary and practicable for Junior
Endeavors to hold a consecration-mecting ?
Thisis a question that puzzles many lead-
ers. They can readily see that young men
andwomen can bebroughtinto the consecra-
tion spirit, but with little children will
there not be danger that such a meeting
may be only & form, rather.than a deep
emotion of the heart, as it most certainly
ought to be ? -Will.God’s spirit act on the
hearts of tho children at the hour and on
the day that the leaders shall dppoint!
Some have felt fearful on this point, and
have settled it by saying, ‘‘Yes, I have no
doubt. it can sometimes be done, but I
think for the present it will be wiser for
my society not to attempt ib.” This, I
think, is not the right conclusion to arrive
at, for such logic would put an end to al-
most every form of church worship, and
would weaken and limit God’s power to
aid us. .

No grander thought ean be implanted in
the heart of a child than the thought of a
frequent consecration to God ; in fact, it
‘may be the means of saving hundreds of
children’s souls. I heard a.young man
once say, that when he was in college and
tempted by.sin on every side, the thing
‘that saved liim more than all else was the
recollection of the family prayer circle, in

wonder and joy, but with eyes intently.

d Hedrd of |-
therwiteh of Endor'and her connegton with,

which each member of the family, both
old and young, offered a short prayer that
the entire family. might resist sin-and be
faithful to theirchurchvows. That family
circle was ‘a daily consecration-meeting,
none the less powerful because held ata
regular time, and for aefixed purpose.
The consecration-meeting is one. of the
foundation stones on which the Christian

.. Endeavor Society rests, and there is great

danger in removing foundations which have
been so wéll laid, . '
—————

TRAINING CHILDREN IN BENEVO-
LENCE.

The training of children to be good
givers is a great work., Parents havea
great responsibility in this direction,
~ The work cannot be done by making a
child merely the bearer of a contribution
to the Sabbath school treasury ; nor yet by
teaching the child that if he will do a cer-
tain thing or yield a certain privilege, he
can give a certain sum to a certain object.

Children should be taught the duty and
privileze of giving, and the responsibility
should be on them early of denying them-
selves for the performance of this duty and
the attainment of this privilege, that out
of their allowance or possessions of gifts or
earnings they may giveunto the Loxd that
which they before coynted their own, and
for the use of which they must finally be
answerable.—S.8. World.
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SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(Irom Westminster Question Book.)
LESSON V.—FEBRUARY 1, 1801
ELIJAH AT HOREB.—1 Kings 19:1-18.
COMMIT TO MEMORY V8, 9, 10,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“¥ear not, for I am with thee, and will bless
thee,”—Gen. 26: 24, -

HOME READING

M. 1XKings19:1-18.—Elijal at Horeb,

T. Ex. 3:1-18.—Moses at Horeb,

W. Luke 4 :1-13.—Christ in the Wilderness.
Th., Rom, 11:1-10.—Elijah’s Intercession,
F. Ex. 33 :11-31 :8.—Tho Lord Revealed.

S. Gen. 26:17-25—"1 am with Thee.”

S. Psalm. 37:1-20.—* Rest in tho Lord.”

LESSON PLAN..

" 1. Fleeing from the Queen, vs; 14, -» --
IT. Comforted by the Angel. vs, 5-8,
T1I, Meeting with God. vs. 9-14,

IV. Sent Back to Duty. vs, 15-18,

TIME.—B.C. 906, directly after the last lesson.
. Pr.acrs.—Wilderness of Beershebn, in the south
of Judah ; and Mount Horeb, in the Sinai Moun-

tains, . .
OPENING WORDS,

Elijal’s victory now secmed complete. The
priosts of Baal had beenslain; the people had de-
clared for the true God ; tho king had yiclded Lo
the power of the miracle and the voice of the
people, It looked as though the prophet had
accomplished the overthrow of idolatry and the
restoration of the true worship in Isracl. Qur
1esson tells us how in this respect Elijah was dis-

appointed.
HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON,

V. 1. Jezebel—the wifc of Ahab, the daughter
of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians (1 Kings16: 31),
a woman of the tiercest passions, a grossidolater.
1 Kings 18:19. V. 8 Went for his Life—with o
seeming lack of faith and courage, Beersheba—
ninety-five miles south-west of Jezrcel, in the
southern extremity of Judah. V. 4, A day's
Jowrney—twenty-five or thirty miles, Juniper
trec—broom tree, That hemight dic—he counted
his mission a failure. V. 5. dn angel touched
him—God did not lose sight of his fugitive secr-
vant. V. 8. Forty days—compare kx, 24:18;
31:28; Matt. 4 :2. Mount of God--scc Ex.3:1,
Froin Beersheba to Joreb was about two hun-
dred miles, V. 9 W hat doest thou here—a word
of tenderness as well as rebuke. Not God, but
his fears, had driven him to Horeb, V, 1L The
Lord passed by—the wind, the earthquake and
the fire_were symbols of God’s power and ma-
jesty. V. 12, A slill small voice—symbolizing
the gentler, silent influences of the Holf' Spirit
mightier than hurricane, carthquake or fire, pro-
ducing effects which:jndgments alone_ cannot
produce. V. 15. Go, return—lot my Spirit, not
thy frail judgment, ’kmde thee. dnoint Hazacl
—a servant of Benhadad, king of Syria. V. 16,
Jehu—sco 2 i35 9:1-10, :

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—~W i1tk was the subject of the
last lesson? What test had Elijah prepared?
What was the result of his challenge? What
further answer to g)r.uyer was given? 1XKings
18:41-46, Title of this lesson? Golden Tex(?
Lesson Plan? Time? Placoc? Memory verses?

» I, FLEEING FROM THE QUEEN, vs, 1-{.—=What
threatening message did Jerebel send to Elijoh?
What efiect had thismessage on Elijah 2 Where
did he go? Where was Beersheba? Where did
ho o from Beersheba? What did he request for
himself.

II. COMFORTED BY THE' ANGEL. V8. 5.8.—As
Elijah slept, who bade himriso? What did the
angel tell him -to dot How often was this re-
peated? How long did Elijah go in the strength
of that food? To what placedid he go?

IIT. MEETING WITH GOD, v8. 9-14.— Where did
Eliiah lodge? Whose word came to him there?
‘What roproving guestion wasasked him? What
did he reply? hat did the Lord command him
to do? What happened thon? What followed
tho wind? What camo after the carthquake?

Whatafter the fire? Whatdid Elijah do? What,
quest.lor?l was repeated? What .was Elijoh’s
answer i

IV, SENT BACK TO DUTY. Vs, 15-18,—What did
the Lord command Elijah to do? Who was lo
be king of Syra? Of Isracl? Who was to suc-
ceed Elijah? -What punishment were they to
bring on Isracl? How many Israclites had re
fusced to becomeidolaters?

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

1. That we are not to, be weary in well-doing.

2, That we. should not: run away from duty.
- 8. 'That God deals very tenderly with his tried
people. i :

4. That God often works out his plans and pur-.
poses by silent, unobserved influences. R
. 5. That woshould listen for the stillsmall voice
in our own hearts. ’

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

1. What threatening message did Elijal re-
ceive? Ans. Jezebel swore by her gods that she
would slay him, .

" [2 What did Elijah do? Ans. He fled for his
ife.

3. Who ministered to him in the wilderness?
Ans, The angel of the Lord supplied him with
{food, in the stvength of which he went forty days
and forty nights to Horcb, .

4. What question did the Lord ask him at
Horcb? Ans. What doest thou here, Elijah?

5. Whatdid the Lord command himto do? Ans,
To go and anoint Hazacl king of Syrin, and Jehu
king of Israc), and Elisha to be prophet in his
room, .

LESSON VI.—FEBRUARY 8, 1891,
AHAB'S COVETOUSNESS.—1 Kings 21 : I16.
COMMIT TO MEMORY Vs, 15, 16
GOLDEN TEX'T.

“Muke heed and heware of covetousness.—
Luke 12:15.

HOME READINGS.

M. "1 Kings 2t ;1-16.—Ahab’s Covetousness,

T. 1XKings22:1-28,—Ahaband Jehoshaphat,

W. 1Xings 22:20-39, 51-53.—Ahal’s Death

Th. 2 Kings1:1-18.-——Ahaziah's Death.

F. Luke12:13-21, —Beware of Covetousness,

8. Niec, 2: 1-11.—\Woo to the Covetous!

S. Psalm _101:1-8.—The Final Doom of the
Wicked.,

LESSON PLAN.

I. The Coveted Vineyard. vs, 14,
I1. The Plotting Queen. vs. 5-11.
III. The Blood-stained Possession. vs. 12-1G.

TIME—D.C. 809, Ahab king of Isracl ; Juhosha- -
phat king of Judah ; Benhadad JL. king of Syria.

Pracgs.—Jezreel and Samaria, the capitals of

Ahab,
OPENING WORDS.

Ahab, king of Isracl, formed the plan of en-
larging the grounds of his palace al Jezreel by
purchasing s vineyard which adjoined them on
the cast and turning ibinto a garden, This ovent
as recorded in to-day’s lesson, was theimmedinte
canse of the fall of the house of Ahab and the
political and religious revolution which followed.

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON,

V. 3. The Lord jforbid —Naboth’s answer
showed that he was one of those who recognized
Jehovah, and not Baal, Ho was probably a sin-
cere and faithful worshipper., Z%e ‘nheritance
of my futhers—the sale of a paternal inheritance
was forbidden in the law. Lev. 25:23-28; Num.
36:7. V. 4, Adhab came into his house—at
Samaria. V. 7. Dostihounow govern—un ironi-
cal sncer. T will yive thee—since you have not
spirit to act as o king. V. 8. Scaled them with
his seal—thug giving them his kingly authority.
V. 9. Proclaim a jast—as if in view of some

ublic calamity. Sect Neboth on high—bring him

cfore the people for trinl. V., 10. Two men—

‘the number required to convict of any great

crime, Deut. 17:6. Sons of Belial—worthlcss,
good-for-nothing fcllows. laspheme God and
the king—cach offence punishable with death,
Lev. 282163 Num. 15:35. 'V, 13, Out of the city—
see Lev, 262165 Num. 152 35, Thesonsof Naboth
were also slain, (Sce2 Kings 9:26.) V. 16, Lo
go down—from Samaria to Jezreel, Totakepos-
sesstion of tt—as confiscated property.,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What wag the subject of the
lastlesson? Why did Elijah flec to Iloreb? Who
reyvealed himself to the prophet there? On what
nission did God send Elijah? Title of this les.
son? Golden text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place?
Memory verses? :

L Tur Coverd VINEVARD. vs. 1d.—What
did Ahab ask of Naboth? Why did Naboth re-
fuse toscll it? How did the king show his voxa-
tion? ‘Which is the tenth commandment? What
does it forbid ¥ . :

IL Tue PLowtiN¢ QUERN. vs. 511.—Who wns
Ahab'’s wife? What did Jezebel say to Ahab?
What was Ahab’s answer? What did Jezcbel
promise to do? What wicked plot did she form?
What did sho do to carry out her plan? Why
did they proclaim a fast:?

III. TaE BLOOD-STAINED POSSESSION, vs, 12-16
—Who were brought as witnesses against Na-

‘| both? What did they testify ! Who were slain

with Naboth? What word did Jezebel send to
Ahab? Whatdid Ahab then do?
WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

1. That covetousness is miserable folly as well
as great sin,

2. Thatit is the sourco of many evils andcrimes,

3. That we should never listen to evil counsels,

4. Thatl we should never allow others to use us
for bad purposes. )

5. That even o woman may so give herself to
evil as {o become a flend.

QUESTIONS FFOIR REVIEW,

1. What did Ahab wish to purchase from Na-
bo};h? Ans, A vineyard in Jezreel hard by his

alace. .
P 2. What wasNaboth’sanswer? Ansg. TheLord
forbid it me, that X should give the inheritance
of mﬁmthog‘s unto thee,

3. How did Naboth's answer affect the king?
Ans. It greatly vexed him,

4. How did Ahab get the vineyard? Ans,
Jezobel cansed Naboth to be slain, and then Ahab

took possossion of it.
<R




