
tiouls nature ; is not the fear of imparting disease
ilnto lie own faiiily anx naiditionil Motive for refus-

in% li attndance on ,uch aun occasion ? A manli

will ofknti readily expose himnsnelf to danger in the

nay of his duutv, thoiugh the reflection that lhe there-

hy exposesotlier, and those too the nearest and

d'eare4 t to hinm on enrith, is capable of damping his
urdour, andi ofcausing himto hesitate in the attempt.

A phvsician, one iwill sav, may have all these

mo0n es for reftising his attendance on the sick ;
and vet le isseldom. ifever, known to declinie vi-
t'itun.r his patient$, when sent for. A physiciai, if a
skitbIl one, is not exposed te such daiger as a cler-
gyman ; who, beingless acquainted vri the nature
ut'the distemper, is les able to guard against its
contagious influence. Besides the physician is
sure of his f , and what do not meun venture fori
gain's.sake ? white the priest lias to look for his re-
ward only in the life to coae.

2 ' . A married priest must aiso endeavour by
cver, possible exertion to provide against tle tuture
wvants of his fanily ; lest, when lie is takei away
froum them, they should be left destitute. This con-

jugal and parental concern must allen iengross lis

thougts ani attention fully as much as that of
inistructing and directing his parishioners. For, as
St. Paul says,'he Who has a w/ife, mindeth the things
of the world, and houo to please his wife : but he
that has not a wffe, mindeth the things of the
Lord, and hotu to please the Lord. 1 Cor. vii. 32,
'3. The people therefore may think themselves
not bound in justice to maintain a waife and a fa-
mily, whîo can only be an impediment te their pas-
tor in the discharge of htis officiai duty. On this
account the ChurcI has freed them froun this obli-
gation, by requiring that lier clergy continue to
lead a single life ; minding only the things of the
Lord, and hoo te please the Lord. She thus also
flîcilitates to all the benefits of religion, of which
otherwise the faithfui must, in n«Uuy instances, re-
main deprived. For the licarers are often se very
poor, asscarcely to be able to provide decently for
their clergyman -alone ;mucl les for a marriedoine
and a family. Would it thlen be according ta the
spirit of the Christian Church ta leave tlese on
such an accotnt deprived of a pastor ?

3 '. A Cathohe missionary priest, who lias the
true spirit of bis vocation, ouglit, like an apostle, to
be ready, wlienever the glory of God and the good
ofsouLs require it, te go ta the farthest extremities
9f tle e9rth. But to the married man the incum-
brance of a wife and a family renders such aposto.
lie, undertak'ings quitc impracticable. And, indeed,
had it not been for the law of Celibacy in the
Church, we should never have secen the Christian
faith extended se fir and wide ; and the Most dis-
ttut pagau nations brouglit into the oncfold ofthe
one Shepherd. Joln X. 16. Our Savinur himself
seemns to have given the express hint of this disci-
Pline to his Apostles, before sending them forth ta
convert the world ; when he said H Me toho does not

fvefather andi mother, sister and brother, wtfel
and children,for my Sake, cannot be my disciple.

4 o. There is no saying, besideshowmr a p^riest,

who is entrusted with the secrets of conlession, The practice of fasting and abstinence was al.
miglt bc induced to revcal thein to a wite, his ,ways comnon in the Churci of God unider the old
bosom companion ; in order to satisfy lier restless law, as vcll as under the new; and God has oflen
and ever prying curiosity : which breach of confi- shown how very acceptable it is to him. The
dence miglit be productive of the very worst conse- great city of Niniveli, which, on account of the sims
quences in a temporal, as well as a spiritual nise.; of its inhabitants, lie liad threntened by his prcphet

5 0. It miay be further added, that if the married Jonas to destroy in forty days, was spared by him,
state is less perfect than that of virginal purity, as because its people proclaincd a most rigorous fast,
St. Paulso clearlytestifies, saying: lIe who gives to appease his wrath, and did penance for their sins
his virgin in marriage, does well ; but he, who i in sackcloth and asies. Jonas iii. v. Our Savi-
gives her not; dues better; (1 Cor. vii. 38.)it is our himself fasted forty days and forty nights.
not unbeconing the Church to require tliat hier (Matt. iv. 2.) and laid down besides rules for fast-

priesthood should aim at what is most holy and ing, Matt. vi. 16. He even told lis apostles, wlhein
perfect. Sie forbids none to marry, wlio cloose they could not on a certain occasiii cast out. the
to.do so. Sic evcn declares marriage a holy state, devil, that such could bc cast out only by prayer
aid bas raised it ta the dignity of a sacrament.- and fasting. Matt. xivti. ..0.
But she warns all those, who aspire to the priest- ON MAN'S CONNECTION WITH ROTTENNESS
hxod, (which is a matter not of compulsion, but of AND THE WOltM,
Jree deliberate choice made at an age wiien one is Putredini dixi pater meus es : mater mea et soror mea
capable of kiowing one's self) tliat they must nake vermibus.-Jb xvii 14.
up their minds te iead a single life, ere they arc I saidtIo rottenness thou, art muyfathru ; andl the eorms.
promoted to that dignity. If they cannot do this, ye are my iotker and my sis ter.
they are free to marry ;for it is better, says St. IT is truily humbling and mortifying for man to
Paul, to marrj than burn. 1. Cor. vii. 9. I , think how in his corporcal part lie is so nearly al-
in spite ofail the reasons she lias for enjoining &- lied and of a kin witi rottenniess and the ivormo.-
libacy to her clergy in general, she permits those of These indeed are se intniatcly connectied witl hu.-.
the Greek rite, who are in communion witi lier, to nature in its present dega-ded and imperfect state,
follow their own particular dLwiplinîe in this res- that not only aller death, his body is doomed tu
pect, by marrying before they take orders, and become their prey; but that even through life, antI
living with their wives and families : but after or- fron the very moment of his conception in lis mo-
dinatiou no one, ever of these, isallowed to marry; ther's vomb, tilt that of his.descent into the grave,
or ever to become the husbanîtd of a second wife. hc is constantly exposet to their tormentingand

This is net then, as somae are pleased to alledgc, destructive, induenc His terrestrial frame, hav-
that doctrine of devils,mentioned by the same great ling once lost its iimortal temper by the bancfii
Apostle,forbidding to marry: no more than the touch ofsin, became liable to corruption and disso-
doctrine of fasting and abstinence is that alluded to lution ; and, in order to humble him the more, who
ia the same test, commanding to abstainfrom cer* had sinned through pride, wishing to be greatcr
tain meuts, as uinclean. 1 Tim. iv. For if the 'than God had made him, even like unto God him -
forbidding to marry, in the sense I have mentioneil self, knoving both good aun evil ; the mighty mi-
were the doctrine of devils, it us evident from the nister chosen to work him all this mischief, and t,
tests already cited, that St. Paulhimself inculcat- enta urbe of his uie, sne ta
ed ifI, la whmt hce says an marriage and i vrginity. bc flhe constant disturber ofliis quiet, the spoiler ci

nedtrine of dcis fo his beauty, the underiiner of his strength, and the

luded ta is ackr )wledged by aUl the learned in te triumphant subduer of all bis might, is nothing for
Christian Churc' . ta be the abominable doctrine of the most part, but a diminutive worm ; ollen a

the Manicheans, who held two opposite supreme mere living atom, and one of the numberless im-

Beings; the one essentially.good, and the author or' perceptible animalcula, whose evanescent tribes are
ail good; the other essentially bai, aud the anthor brought back within our sphere o vision fly tie
of all that is evil. They therefore forbade to marry, microscope; that window through which we peep
and enjoined abstinence from certain meats, as- un- into another world of pigmy beings : though still
clean;because they supposedsuch either ofthe cre- ive cannot discover among thenm but oniy tit
ation or institution of tlieir evil God. largest and mostgigantic forms.

The Catholic Church, on the contrary, declares We have been enabled through this mediun ie
marriage, as I have sai1, a holy state, and a sacra- ascertain that worms and animalcula are flic cause
ment; and enjoins fasting and abstinence only at of many, perhaps of most of the distempers that
certain times; and as an act ofselfdenial, and a tri- afffict the human race. Of those that ae epidemi-
al ofour obedience: notas if what we abstain from cal, several may be tr aced te this origin. That
wcre in any sense unclean. The same trial 1f of the small pox is evidenly occasioned by an in-
man's obedience was made by God himselfin para- sect, whiclis seen to burrow in the skin, making
dise; nor was it the applc which he est: that defil- its nest where the pimple is raised ; and hatchine
ed hm; but the transgression of bis Maker's coa- fiere its eggs with that degree of proeimc- 1--à
mand. Su'it ifthe transgresson ofthêcommand

'cC c ch esus rit has com e quickimparted animation, which is common ta in-
us te hear and obey, (Matt. xviii. 17. and Luke x. sects ; and which seems to increasedn proportion as
16,) that defiles us; noktho meat itself which we they dirinish .in sie. Their prodigionsly sapid
eût. propagation vhiere they ha'pLen to find stge fa.


