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fious nature ; is not the fear of imparting disease
into s own family an additional motive for refus-
ingt lus attendance an such an occasion? A man
will ofien readily expose himself to danger in the
nay ofhis Guty, though the reflection that he there-
by exposesothery, and  those 0o the nearc‘st nn.d
dearest to him on earth, is capable of damping his
ardour, and of causing himto hesitate in the attempt.

A physician, one will say, may have all these
motnes for refusing  his attendance on  the sick ;
and vet be is seldom, if ever, known to decline vi-
it m.;_v his patients, when sent for. A physician, if a
skalful one, is not exposed to such danger as a cler-
avman ; who, being less acquainted with the nature
of the distemper, i3 less able to guard against its
contagious influence. Besides the physician iy
sure of hisfe ., and what donot men venture for
gain’stsake ? while the priest has to look for his re-
ward only in the life to comce.

22, A married priest must also cndeavour by
cver, possible exertion to provide against the tuture
wants of his fumily ; lest, when he is taken away
fromn them, they should be left destitute. This con-
jugal and parental concern must often engross his
thoughts and attention fully as much as that of
instructing and directing his parishioners. For, as
St. Paul says®he who has a wife, mindeththe things
of the world, and how to please his wife : but he
that has not a wife, mindeth the things of the
Lord, und how to please the Lord. 1 Cor. vii. 32,
83. The people therefore may think themselves
not bound in justice to maintain a wif¢ and a fa-
mily, who can only be an impediment to their pas-
tor in the discharge of his official duty. On this
account the Church has freed them from this obli-
uation, by requiring thather clergy continve to
lead a single life 5 minding only the things of the
JLord, and howto please the Lord., She thus also
fucilitates to all the benefits of religion, of which
otherwise the faithful must, in many instances, re-
inain deprived. For the hearers are often so very
poor, asscarcely to be able to provide decently for
their clergyman alone ;much less for a married one
and a family. Would it then be according to the
spirit of the Christian Church to leave these on
suchanaccount deprived of a pastor ?

3°. A Catholic missionary priest, who has the
true spirit of his vocation, ought, like an apostle, to
be ready, whenever the glory of God and the good
of souls require it, to go to the farthest extremities
of the egrth.  But to the married man the incum-
bhrance of a wife and a family renders such aposto-
lic, undertakings quite impracticable. And, indeed,
hadit not been for the law of Celibacy in the
(f‘t.mrch, we should never have scenthe Christion
faithextended so far and wide 3 and the most dis-
tant pagau nations brought into the one fold of the
one Shepherd. John x.16. Our Saviour himself]
seems to have given the express hint of this disci-
pline to his Apostles, before sending them forth to
convert the world ; when he said s He who does not
{rave father and mother, sister and brother, wife
and children, for my sake, cannot be my disciple,

who is entrusted with the secrets of confession, |

bosom companivn ; in order to satisfy her l‘esllcss:
and ever prying curiosity : which breach of confi- ,
dence might be productive of the very worst conse-,
quences in a temporal, as well as a spiritual gense. ;
5. It may be further added, that if the marricd,
stateis less perfect than that of virginal purity, as ,
St. Paulso clearlytestifies, saying : He who gives !
kis virgin in marriage, does well ; but he, "’ho.{
gives her not; dues better; (1 Cor. vii. 38.)it is:
not unbecoming the Church to require that her,
priesthood should aim at what is most holy and’
perfect.  She forbids none to marry, who choose
todo so. She evendeclares marriage a holy state,
and has raised it to the dignity of a saerament.—
But she warns al}  those, who aspire to the priest-|
hood, (which is a matter not of compulsion, but of|
free deliberate choice made at an age when one is'
capable of knowing one’s self) that they must make
up their minds to lcad a single life, ere they arc
promoted to that dignity. If they cannot do this,
they are free to marry ;for it i befter, says St.
Paul, to marry than burn. 1. Cor. vii. 9.
in spite of all the reasons she has for enjoining
libacy to her cleray in general, she permits those of
the Greek rite, who are in communion with her, to
follow their own particular discipline in  this res-
pect, by marrying before they take orders, and
living with their wives and families : but after or-
dination no one, even ot these, isallowed to marry ;
orever 1o become the husband of a second wife,
Thisis not then, assome are pleased to alledge,
that doctrine of devils, mentioned by the same great
Apostle, forbidding to marry: no more than the
doctrinc of fasting and abstinence is thatalluded to
in the same text, commanding to abstain from cer.
tain meats, as unclean. 1 'Tim.iv. For if the,
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4°. There is no saying, besides;howfir a priest,

forbidding to marry, in the sense I have mentioned
were the doctrine of devils, it 18 evident from the
texts already cited, that St. Paul bimself inculcat-
ed it, in whathe says on marriage and virginity.

The doctrine of devils, which he foresaw and al-|
luded to is ackrwledged by all the learned in thei

‘Christian Churc' , to be the abominable doctrine of
the Manicheans, who beld two opposito supreme

Beiugs; the one cssenﬁallyﬁood, and the author of
all good; the other essentially bad, aud the anthor

of all that is evil. They therefore forbade to marry,
and enjvined abstinence from certain meats, as-un-
clean;becauso they supposed such either of the cre-
atiorr or institution of their evil God.

The Catholic Church, on the contrary, declares
marriage, as I have sail, a koly state, and a sacra-
ment; and enjoins fasting and abstinence only at
certain times; and as an act of self denial, and a tri-
al of our obedicnce: notas if what we abstain from
were in any scnse unclean, The same trial of
man’s obedience was made by God himselfin para-
dise; nor was it the applc which be eat: that defil-
ed him; but the transgression of his Maker’s com-

mand, So it is the transgression of the command

of the Church, whom Jesus Christ has commanded
usto hear and oboy, (Mutt. xviii, 17. and Luke x.

The practice of fasling and abstinence was al-

might be induced to reveal themto a wite, his yWays common in the Church of God uuder the old

law, as well as under the new; and God has often

shown how very acceplable it is to him. The
great city of Niniveh, which, on account of the sins
of itsinhabitants, he had threatened by his prephet
Jonas to destroy in forty days, was spared by him,
because its people proclaimed a most rigorous fast,
to appease his wrath, and did penance for their sins
in sackcloth and ashes. Jonas iii. v-  Our Savi-
our himsclf fasted forty days and forty nights.
(Matt. iv. 2.) and laid down besides rules for fast-
ing, Matl. vi. 16. He even told his apostles, when
they could not on a certain occasiun cast out, the
devil, that such could be cast out only by prayer
and fasting. Matt. xvti. 20,

ON MAN'S CONNECTION WITH ROTTENNESS
AND THE WORM,

Putredini dixi pater meus cs: mater mea et soror mea
vermibus.—Job xvii 14.

I said{o rotlenness thou artmy father ; and to the worms.
ye aremy mother and my sister.

It is truly humbling and mortifying for man to
think liow in his corporeal part he is so nearly al-
lied and of a kin with rottenness and the worn.—
These indeed are so intimately connected with I~
nature in its present degraded and imperfect state,
that not only after deatis, his body is doomed 1o
become their prey ; but that cven through life, and
from the very inowment of his conception in his mo-
ther’s womb, till that of his.descent into the grave,
he is constantly exposed to their tormenting-and
destructivg infuence. His terrestrial frame, hav-
ing once lost its immortal temper by the banefi)
touch of sin, became liable to corruption anddisso-
lution 3 and, in order to humble him the more, who
had sinned through pnde, wishing to be greatcr

iithan God had made him, cven like unto God him-

self; knowing Loth good ana evil ; the mighty mi-
nister chosen 1o work him all this mischief, and t»
be the constant disturber of his quiet, the spoiler ct’
his beauty, the underminer of his strength, and the
triumphant subduer of all his might, is nothing for
the most part, but a diminutive worm; often a
mere living atom, and one of the numberiess im-
perceptible animalcula, whose cvanescent tribesare
brought back within our sphere of vision by the
microscope ; that window through which we peep
into another world of pigmy beings : though still
we cannot discover among them but only the
largest and most gigantic forms.

We have been enabled through this medium 1o
ascertain that worms and animalcula are the eausc
of many, perhaps of most of the distempers that
afflict the human race. Of those that are epidemi-
cal, several may be traced to this origin. That
of the small pox i8 evidently occasioned by an in-
sect, which is seen to bwrrow in the skin, making
its nest where the pimple is raised ; and hatching
there its egps with that degree of prolifieness gnd
quick-imparted animation, which is common to in-
sects ; and which seems to increasen proportion as

16,) that defiles us; notthe meat itsclf which we

cat,
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they diminish in size. Their prodigionsiy rapid

lipropagation shere they happen to find sogge fa-



