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‘The fuct, that these extraordinary pow.
o8 wero loft by Jesus Chrisuwith hismine
istey, in order 1o preserve the deposit of
his doctrines and 1he sacred sites or sacra-

ments Which he instituted, to feed his flock,

as with a divine ngyrishment, aud to watch

aver and govern ull belivvers,keeping them “er of fanh ;" that “the g ues of Hell’ have

anembers of one society and one holy com-

\to conclude that the Christian Church was

otganizod and perpetuated procisely as its
Divine Founder desired and intonded; that

[the laws by which it lus boen governed for
|nges, were enacted with heaven-direcied

prudence and wisdom; that its decisions,on

, matters of faith, were alwoys in accordance

with the doctrines fist revealed and deli
vered 1o the body of witnosses,teachers &
muaistors, by the great “Author and finish~

never prevailed against the Churchy nccors

munipa, proves conclusively, thut his pro- "ding 10 s prounses ; and that Christians,
aiises 10 send the Spirit of Truth to abide |, any givan peried of time since the fiest
'with them, and 1o be himself with them, gstablishment of the Church, were nlways
eiding und assisting, were intended toenas 0 g only safe, when submitting 10
dle them to accomplish these soiemn and ;¢ puidance. ‘Those things must be admit-
fportant duties . with unfuiling suce~3s. (o440, by those who admit, that the ap-
A preservation of his truc doclrines, o duo .y prophesies, which foretold the estabs
sdministration of his ordinances, or sacra- i mentand extended and persevering tri-
mexts, and a correct and beaeficial exercise umph and glory of Christ's kingdom, have
o pastoral authority,’could not e insured, been venfied,and that the labours and re-

dnless, with the body of pastors, united
under their visible head, Christ co.ope-
7ated effectually,  And this effectual cos
operation, sv necessary and indispensaule,
#s what the CatholicChurch has ever claime
od, and now cortinues 10 claim, asthe buls
-wark of her awthority. The great pows
ers left with the body of pastors would be
‘ineffectunl, . and even dungerous, without
this divine cosoperstion. If the fluck
were subjected, without limit or quelifica
tion, 1o their authority and guidance as a
anited body, and required 10 obey under
paaalty of being reputed with heathens and
{ofidels, and their aushority was erring
and fallible, it would be little better than

-.%the blind leading the blind,” and ali
. .might “fall into the ditch together.”* But

if teir high and extraordinary powers, &

their nuthority to guide and govern,be pro-.

tacted by the abiding presence and effecs

- tive cosoperation of Christ himsslf,in obey-

- .ing them, we obey Aim, and we cannot be

.

lod astray, unless Chirist himself can con Y
> \;lic mark, *o convinze the world of his Di-

duct us 10 perdition.

velations of the Saviour, for the redomps
tion and regeneiation of the human race,
have been made effectual.  For otherwise,
it must be mintained that faith perished,
and the Church became the synagogue of
Satan, soon sfter the death of Chnist and
his Apostles.

The great powers left with his ministry,
as proved from scripture, show therefore,
thit Clirist desigiied to confer the attribute
of infallibility, which the Church has al.
ways cluimed, as the consequence of his
direct nnd unqualified promiso t6 be with
her 1ill the corsummation of time.

Other argnments might be erected on
thos: texis of scripture, which set forth
the unity which 1he Saviour designed to
exist among his followers. lis fold was
t0 be one,® his kingdom to stand undivid-
ed ; 'his disciples were to love one another,
to avoid divicions, dissensions, hc‘rcsies
and schisms: for this he prayed 10 his Fa.
ther; to this he referred as a characteris<

vina mission. Unity in the Church can

secty, would appesr and disappoar. And
amid the universul confusion of a thousand
controversias, the Gospal of Christ would
becoiie a mere fable, for the scofl of the
infidel, and thoe contempt of the wicked.

If therefore Christianity be a divino
and harmonious system, if the plain teach~
ing of scripturo be entitled to credit, unity
among Chrigtians is indispensably necos-
sary. If unity be necessary, Christ must
have invested his Church with an uners
riog, infullible authority.

. Arc we correct in reforring to these
scripture proofs, as conclusive to demons
strate that tho Redeemer invested his
Church with an unerrjng authority in the
concernsof divine fuith T Protestams think
not. They protest against the doetrine
that the Church establishicd by Christ, has
nn unegring authority in matters of faith,
They do net believe it.  This is one of
the negative articles of their fuith. But 1o
asscrt o negative and scek to establish i
by a false interpretation of the texts of
scripturo which teach the sffirmative, will
scarcely satisfy a rational and impartial
inquirer.,

Lot them make this article of their faith
positive, and in place of saying *¢ I deny
that Christ left an unerring guxhorilj with
his Chuich,” let them affiem this: ¢ be-
lieve, as an article of taith, that Christ es-
tublished a Church and invested it with
an erring, fullible authority, to which,
however, he enjoyed submissjon.’*-

And, as they only Llelieve what the
scriptres plainly teach, let them show
one plain text of scripture which sustains
this article of their faith.  We defy them
todo so.  Aud yet it is an article of their
faith 1hat fallibility is an auribute of the
Church of Christ.  ‘They shelter the glar-
ing absurdity of their positive doctrines
bohind sophisms, and'. come tosth with ne-,
gations to wrestle against thu positive
faith of Cazholics. Lt their negations be
made afirmations, and then let them prove

to sot aside the. puint of their testimony,
they are perfectly satisfied and seem to
take for granted that their own heterogens
cous ussertions sre éonsequenly confirmed.

But why do jhey not bring forward
these same plain toxts, to show some posie
tive doctrine of their own creeds, to set
forth somou attribute of their own churches?
Why can their Bible-religion make no di.
rect positive and sflimative use of thess
passages of the wiitten word of God? Can
they, from the text, “T'hou art Peter t acd
upon this rock T will build my Church, angd
the gates of Hell ahiali not provail againse
it,” show that some promise js here madé
to their Church, and what this promise is,
aud what is the rcsult therouf in the history
of their Church? Can they, from the
text, “whose sin, yau, shall_forgive, they
are forgiven ; whuse sins you shall retain
they are retained,’ and from this other,
*Whatsoever you shall bind mpon earth,
shal) he bound also in heaven ; whatsoever
you shall loose upon earth shall be loosed
also in heaven,’ prove that Christ lefi
with their minisiry some extraordinary
powers? Can they, from the text, “If he
will not hear the Church let him be to
theo as a hoathen and a publican,” show
the obligation to submit to their Church?
And from thé text, “Thisis my body, this
is my blood;*” “Do this in commenioration
of.me,” cay they show the sight to give
“the flesh and blopd”* of Christ to, be 1he
life of their members, and sy, as the
Apostle did, “The chalice of Benediction
which we blass, is it not the communion of
the blood of Christ?: Andihe biread which
we break is 1t not the pastaking ofthe body
of the Lord?¥® ~ o

Can thoy show their complignce with the
injunctivn of S1. James *‘t0. anojnt the
sick with 0il?. Can they use these and
odher plain texts of seripture to set forth
their own positive doctrines, in plice of
trying their ingeauity in controversy

And why wouid the Redeemorgive such, ; .. .
" only be secured by submission to authori-

"against the Catholic Church-?- They pre-

that Christ intended his Church to lead
«test, they deny, thoy oppaose—they, fuce

" tomped  without

powers, make such promises, and then re-
quire obedience, if ho foresaw into whag

oondition Christendom woald be brought |
-by yielding obedience to those who should

qlsim to be his ministers,~—~a condition, as

that fs, the whole Christian wortld, for cen-
turias together, recognising the supremacy
of-the Popo, the unerring authority of the
Churchy and alt the preseat:doctrines of
tt» Roman Catliolic Church? . Protes.
tants admit that Clristians believe and
practised as Catliolies do as psasens, from
8 very remoto antiquity, indeed almost
trom the fest ages of the Church. - Christ
. smtust have forescen that. this- would be the
«ase, 8ad why did he devise ne measures
to provent thissudden pretehded ruin, und

. eontinuep purvession, bf the pnza princi-|

ples ofhis Gospel?  On the coatrery, why
does the very first constitmtion of the
Church, in its primary elements, show a
gharacter and authority is tho ministry,
requiring respect and cbedience from the
fithful ; an” Auhority, not to-be , cons
despising Christ,—
'qd'ag obedience, not to be refused by

. those who would not bs _tlassed with the

beaben aud uakeliover ! Wo have a right

ty. If Christ desired unity, be a'so des
sired this submizsion to authority, for he.
who wishes the end must ulso wish the
means. The authority would be incom-

- Protestants pretend, of universal prpery ; 'petent without his divine aid and co upera-
h ?

tion to render it a'true and safe guide in
the concerns of Fuith:  But if the autho.
sity be made a true and sufo guide in tho
concerns of Feith, by the nssistance of
Christ, it is then an unerring infallible au.
pority.

Submission 10 suthority thus divinely
supported by Chist himself, will effectnally
secure the unity waich ho recommended,
and for which lie s earngsily prayed.
Withiout this submussion there can be uo
unity of faith, no unity with regard to the
sucred ritex, ceremonics, and worship ol
Christians ; no oty of ecclesinstical diss,
cipline znd government.  Herasy, sehism,
ard innovarion would march abroad among
Chuistians, inlroducing division and confu-
sion into their tauks. Truth and Charity
would .both. be sacrificed  System afier
systom, scheme afier schetoe,:sect alter

* Sco John, x. 165 andxvii. 20, Also rtom,
v.5; 1, Cori. 10, and Ephes. iv. 3, &c.

men into error, superstition and damnable
idolatry ; that ho established a fallible
Church; that he wished heresies and
schisms ; that he desired his kinedom to
be divided, his followers to be disu.ed
and in continnal controversies; that he: was
willing that any and every mun who chose,
mighs usurp the office of preacher, instrues
tor, guide and misister, without any res
gard to ordination or mission. And lct
them show plain scriptiré in support of
these affirmations. "Fhey cannot do 803
and they neves undeniske it, notwithstand-
ing all their boast about believing only
what scriptuie teaches, , :

Tt is something not a:litle remarkuble,
that Protestanta can make no use whataver

of all thoze plain, strong passages of scrip-
ture, which are brought forward to prove
the controverted poi ts of Catholic docs
trine,
1o show any of the truths which they pro-
fess to discover in the word of Gad or any
ofthe autributes or prerogatives of theirown
sectarian Churches. . 1f they quoete them
ay ull, itis shat they 'may, by ingenious,
strained, and fug-souglh intospirergiion. des

prive the ‘Cathelic Choich uf-the tesiimos |

ny which they.lurnish herand succeed, by

these texts as antagonists, they regard
thera as so many witnesses arrayed to
condemn them, and like parties to a pro-
cess, their ehiefaim and desire is to in-
validate the testimony, to find in it some
woak point, some flaw, some ground oa
which to impench it and set it aside.
But as far as it is direct and positive, they
can do nothing with it, and really these
texts srem to make no pare of those scrip-
turés, upon which they profess 10 ground
their fuith. 'Why, like Luther, do shey
not expunge them, and fironounce: them
papistical” interpolations? Luther found
his novelty, sbout *'faith alone,*-condems.
ned by the cpistle of St. James, and he
2000 set the testimony aside by expelling
this epistle frowm the canon of scripture;
pronouncing it “‘an epistle of lraw.”

A  Luther has shown Protestants an eary wa
They can do nothing with all ihese | vy

10 silence the ‘witnesses which come furs
wurd to cordemn theirprinciples. ‘They
tveat thé texts wiich positively cone
demn them, with sileace and neglectin ol
casen, ihg}e they are not-cininged in pre-
tsting &gdiax the ascient Church, and
underminiig her auibarity oud. doezrinas.
. N T . .,

J1 Cor, x 16, .

vxplanatian, cogtjruction, and false logic,

. £Ta be Contioued.) '



