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ON BLAUTY.

Forina bonum fragile est ; quantumque aceedit
ad annos,
F't minor; et spatio carpitur ipsa suo.
Non viola semper, nec mantia bl florent :
Bt rigret, amnssa spina relicta rosa,
S il jum cani venent, formose, capitli;
Jam ventent rugw, quartin corpus arent
Jem molire amnum, qui durat; ¢t adstue
forma ¢
Svaus ad extremos permanet ille mgc(m)s. I
.

% Beauty is tnt a perishable good, which
looses by duration, and 13 wasted with age.
Neither the vio'et tor the expandwg hily is al-
way s an bloon ; and rugged 1s the thorn, when
stripped of'ita rose,  Gray hairs, shall spoil
all thy comeliness ; and wrnhles plough thy
polished braw, Lmprave then the mmd, which
cudureth, and make 1t a substitnte tor beauty.
It alone will tarry witinthee through life ; aud
accompany thee to the grave.”

Beanty of person is certainly a ver

areat natural advaatage, in as much as it

15 sure at once to conciliate the geod will
of all who behold ity and o miterest them
in its favor.

This Teeling is universal, and therefore
inspired by the Creator for some generally
wise and beneficent end.

Whethier beauty of body is intended as
the sign of heauty o nund 5 and, az such,
is instinctively whens justas one isaptto
judge of the inmatc’s quality by the elegant
exserior of his mansion ; or whether it s
metely the fecling of taste, which admires
and covets most what is most perfect of
sts hind 2 sure it is that he must be of a
very coarse and callous mould, who fecls
na such Kindly cmotion, no such frendiy
sympathy arising in his bosom, at the
sigut of exquisite beauty.

There is  nothing at

all  impros

bable in conceiving it the sian of wentdl
b= » i

worth 3 though those possessieg it are of-
ten found the most worthless of iheir spe-
cies.  May not these have become such,
though orizinally formed the most perfect ;
and there is many a proof upon record that
the mo-t pertect, when once depraved, are
the most depraved T A generalwule is not
desiroved by the ex :eptions fuund 1o it

It is true agrin that we frequently meet
with others ugly and defurmed in the ex-
treme s yet, whose worth axd good sense
are of the st exalied Kind,

Such, an sAisop and a Socrates are re-
ported to have Leen. Dutihese may form
to the cppoite sule only sinudar excep-
(:ons ¢ which conjecture seems indeed con.

fumed Ly the asnwal of Socrates that he.

felt within himsdis all that native baseress
and propensity to viee, which an eminenm
plivsivgnumist had ascribed to bim from
tns looks and appearance ; but which, as
hie sad, be had made it his constant en-
deavour 1o subdue, by practising the op-
posite virtues A good face, after all, of it
15 nnt, gucht at any rate to be the indica-
.00 of a cl.oire and generous mind.

Deformny, however; is a less sure sub-
j ct of surmise; since itall may be but the
eectef ace dent. Yerl feel myself as nat-
uta 1y repulsed by this last, as [ am atirac-
ted |y the former.

Neithier, to be sure, can form any safe
criterion to go by ; as man by his free will
has the power of debasing in himsell a
mind the most noble and dignified: or,

by struggling sguinst every natural diffi-

Ehapr=mny

culty wud obstacle, of improving a less) moral infiemities of the mind; bui particu-
pertuct one, and exalting it to no common |larly to the vanity we aro apt to feel at
pitch of real worth and excellence.  Tho jbeing endowed with a fair form & prepos-
baneful eflects also of fundness and flattery | sessing excerior, 1t is impossiblo to n-
alter for the worso the natuval condilion'dulgn i such vanity, il wo but reflect on
of the one ; while they spare, and spoil - the appalling change whicl that form un.
uot tho other. dergoes afier death s and its hideous and
Notwithstanding all this, the faco igl'lnmxbling|rnusmutn(ion in the grave,

rightly considercd as the index ol the mind, | . -
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ofien, when the tongue is false, do the looks
give it tho lie; and warn us against credit-
+

ling its strongest asseverati ms ! But when
, ¢

rdeceitful tongue to impose upon us, we
‘have no other natural means afforded of
Pnowing what is passing in the minds of
our fellow creawires; or of guessing their
destans 5 which fos no poed puipose are
kept closely folded up within them.  Such
an extreme case of daplicity as this, is,
however, providemiially for the safety and
weltare of manhnd,a very rare onz 5 and
we would constder the wretch as an une
common monsier, in society, who is dis-
covered at last to have been such a cons
sunate imposter.

Al
Yet beauty, thouzh so lovely aqaaluy,
so vunersslly admived, and so desirable ;i
1is a dangerous charge to tho:e who possess
tits especislly to the weaker half of our
species, whose peculiar perquisite natore
"has doomed it tobe ; for, besides the vame-
gl_\ » with which itis apt to inspire them, and
which 30 often makes them tun to bad
account the best nawural dispositions, and.
most valuable endowments, either through’
their negleet toimprove them, relying too.

nuch on the sdvantage of a fine eatetior;

or their abuse of them; it exposes particu-
larly the laic sex 1o every tempting allures
ment ol vice 5 and too frequently proves

in the end the very bane and rain of their

vittue 3 consequently the disturber of their:
peace, amd the destroyer of their happi-.
ness both here and hereafter. It should

I1hmcforo prove some: consolation to those,
inat so gilted by nature with a fascinating
appearance, 1o be thus exempted from the
many dangers which mutend it, and the fa-
tal consequences of the nutnberless temp- |
tations, to whach it is conunualiy cxposed. |
Nut to say but what those have the most!

menit, who gaia the victory ia such a con-!
flict, thouch the unattacked are most ses:
curc; nor ever experience the ewils resul
ting from a defeat. 1o should also make
such regret thew want of beauty the less,
to know that nothing on earth is more per-
ishable and transient. [t not only withers
with age, and decays like a flower, when
its short season is o'er : but it i3 often
nipped inthe bud, or in all its full spread
tlaom, by sudden disvase.  The sightest
sickness impairs ar destrays it,  {ts deli-
cate frame is shaken with every slight
blast 5 and its lovely form, on which we
uscd to gaze with such admiration and
transport, theown prostrate on the ground,
all soiled in dirt and blended with s na-
dve carth : the companion left, and prey
of become ruttonness and the worm.

Ficquent and serious meditation on

‘v comely countenanco is in league with a,

death js the most jnfallible curo fo all the

wise b trays to them, ¢ven in spito of us,; I?EFORA\E ’l"!ll‘} S‘l'l\'Elll'I‘\' or PRI
thoso which we wish to conceal.  Ilowy SON DISCIZLINE.

As the traveller treads with thought®ul
step tho mouldering ruias and forsuken
apartments of ancient baronical castles
and border (ortresses, his bioad chills as,
pnssing through some broken archway, he
descends into those gloomy and dreary
vauits where s fellow man was once
confincd. Even in their desolateness,
though wall and tower built over them
have fallen, the light o' day never pene-
trates them,  Tho bat and the lizacd, the
toad and the slug—the usual ienants of
abandoned dwellings—shun their noisome
ahnosphcro.; and the more loathsome
creeping things that feed and fatten *mid
dist and damp cannot breathe their taint
edair.  As the reader’s eye follows this
description his memory wiil run off to
revisit somo of those dismal places which,
haply, he may have secn in sumc youths
ful excursion. IF he be a wanderer, he
may have passed along the storicd banks
of the Rhine, and visited somie of those
craggy dens from which issued forth
iron-handed counts to exact black mail
of every passer by ; or he may have vi.
sited the interior of Hadrian®s tomb, from
which the bold Crescentius formerly
ruled, or the Mamertne prison, in which
the miscreant Thesegus and the cruel Ju-
gurtha were strangled.  ‘Though now
preserved out of religious veneration for
St. Peter, who was formerly confined
therein, it is (rightfully dismal. It is
built of huge massive blecks. is vaulted
over head, and ancicatly had no other
means of access than a square aperture
at the top of the vault, through which the
prisoner was et down. Now, however,
Jere is o staircase leading down to it,
and the bubbling of an ever-flowing foun-
ain. which rose at the bidding of St
Peter, and in which tradition records that
he baptised his guoler and family, tends
somewhat to relieve the oppressive silence
of this horrid abede.

To the Popes the poor prisoner is ins
debied for much alleviation in his condi-
tion. Four centuries beforo the benevo-
lent Howard had made his tour to lighten
their miseries, Eugenius 1V, (1431) had
restored an ancicut practico of the Chris-
tian church, according to which the ma-.
gistrates, accompanied by the procurators
of the poor, visited the prison twice a
month, to examine causes, listen to cach
one's statements, alleviate their penaliies,
end compound with creditors in behalf of
unfortunate debtors; the institution of
Eugenius still flourishes. Scanavoli, arch-
bishop of Sidon, exercised the office of
procurator of the imprisoned for the con-
fraternity of St. Jerom for forly years.
In 1665 ho printed three books, full of
interosiing details of his wisits; they

.
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Lreathe an ardent love for the poor dls-
consolato prisoner, and an interesting
energy to securo his rights nnd privileges,
This confraternity of St. Jerom was jne
stitwted by Cacdinal Julian de Medici,
afterwards Clement V1L Composed of
the flower of tho Roman nobility and
clergy, it undertook the care of the pris
soner.  Those whom society had expelled
as entcasts to languish in dungeons, thoy
chernhed with fond cave, nouvished,
clothed and consoled,  “Though the p,i-
sony of Rome are now much bettered, the
conlratemity of St. Jerom sull sheds over
them a blessed and cheenng influence.

On its foutsteps followed another arch
confvaternity, inculcating afltcticn for the
prisoner, which was instuuted by John
Tallier, S. J. ‘The Pontill, Gregory X111,
appraved of the new instittion, Theo
debtor was the especial object of iis care,
From Rome, these institutions passed into
other Catholic countrics.  But criminals
condemned to undergo the supreme pe-
nalty ol the law wevo olijects of the most
tender solicitude.  Three centuries and a
half ago Yope ¥nnocent Vil instituied
the arch-confhaternity of St. John the
beheaded.  In 1635, while alt Buropo
was resonnding with the din of arms, and
destruction scemed to be the passion of
the day, Innocent X, for the better sccu-
rity and mildes treatment of prisoners,
ctected the new prisons. If judged by
the standard ol the time, they speak highly
for tho superior wisdom and humanity of
the pontifl.  When visited by the benevos
lent Howard, a century later, he pro-
nounced themn to be the most healthy and
the most humane that ho had met with
cither in the old or new world.

But the resources of Catholicity for the
relief aud coasolation of 1he prisoner were
uot yet exhausted.  Acting on that human
principle thet punishnent is intended to re~
form ot to pain the prisoncr, that the so-
verity of the law s intended to make men
better, not to punishthem for transgression,
we find 1the two pepes, Clements X1, and
XII, laying e first foundation of that
penitentiary system which hias since been
tricd, but with disasterous results, in Amer-
ica and in England. To traze the course
of its success in Rome, and of its farlure in
otler countries, would be foreign to our
present enquiry ¢ we shall make it the sub-
ject of another paper.  The popes had
not 10 look beyond the bosom of the church
for a model penitentiary : they already
possessed one in the retired and laborious
life ¢f the recluse. A life of labor, silcoce,
and prayer, led by men who had greviouss
1y offended God by sin, or who yearned
after fecater perfection, suggesied the idea
of campelling those that were guilty both
before Gaod and man to lead a similar
penitential life.  Ere the monastic penie
tentiary system of the great Mabillon had
been laid before the world, a similar bur
more extensive plan for the regulation of
prisons had suggested itself to tho fertile
genius and humane dispasition of the then
reigning pontiff, Clement XI.  Prayer, si-
lence, labor and solitude formed the basis of
the new system. The first prison governed
according to this system was built in 1703,
afier the design of Carlo Fontang, near the
the Apostolic Hospitium of St. Michagl,




