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Braddock: A Story of the French and Indian Wars. Vol. VIII. The Colum-
bian Historical Novels. By JoHN R. MusicK. Illustrated with 8 full-
page half-tone engravings, and 14 other illustrations. Cloth, 12mo, 480
pages, gold stamps, etc. $1.50. New York, London, and Toronto :
Funk & Wagnalls Company.

To write an historical novel that shall be a fair representation of the
““times” of which it treats, that shail bear the stamp of accuracy even
in the smallest details, and yet at the same time have the thread of a
genuine romance woven through it, is extremely difficult, and we cannot
say that Mr. Musick succeeds in this. The characters vary of course,
but there is a general sameness of plot throughout the whole of the eight
volumes published. There is, too, a little straining after effect, a sacrifice
of accuracy of detail for picturesqueness of imagination. But these are
after all minor defects. Mr. Musick does succeed in making the old past
live again and in causing us to see the men of the old colonial days as they
really were. He writes concisely, too, and does not weary the reader with
over much “padding,” which is the common tendency in historical novels.

All these books, as they come out, should be placed in our various public
libraries, for nothing so much conduces to patriotism as a thoughtful
sinderstanding of the past history of one’s forefathers.  Braddock?” is
the most interesting volume yet published, it deals with the principal
events between the years 1700 and 1760. This period embraces the
straggle between the French and English for supremacy on the American
Continent, and is intensely interesting from any point of view. We get
in this volume also a most interesting account of the early days of
George Washington.

Notable among the chapters of the volume is one entitled “ The Debtor’s
Prison,” an English institution of oppression and misery, from the eman-
cipated inmates of which the colony (now the State) of Georgia was
originally founded in 1733. The romance of the volume is cleverly
wrought out, and the Stevens family, whose lineage is traced in the pre-
vious volumes of the series of Columbian Historical Novels, from the
time of Columbus, is well represented. We have great pleasure in recom-
mending these volumes to the public, and hope Mr. Musick will be able
to complete the series.

The Hero of the Saskatchewan. Lifeamong the Ojibway and Cree Indians
in Canada. By JoHN MCLEAN, M.A., PH.D., Port Arthur, Ont.,
author of “The Indians of Canada,” * James Evans, Inventor of the
Syllabic System of the Cree Language,” etc., etc.

This_interesting life of the late Rev. George McDougall, which recently
appeared in the Barrie Examiner, has just been issued in a neat pamphlet
form, with frontispiece. Price 30 cents, to be had of the author. The
work gives an interesting and full account of Mr. McDougall’s missionary
labors amongst the Indians at Alderville, Garden River, Rama, Norway
House, and in the Saskatchewan Valley, where he perished on the broad
prairies of the far west. A more interesting story than the life of this
good .man can not be found.

Sleep and Dreams; A Scientific Popular Dissertation. From the German
of Dr. Friedrich Scholz, Director of the Bremen Insane Asylum.
By H. M. JEwETT. Also, “The Analogy of Insanity to Sleep and
Dreams.” By MiLo A. JEWETT, M.D., Assistant Superintendent of
Danvers (Mass.) Lunatic Hospital. Bound in one volume. Cloth,
148 pp., 75 cents. New York, London, and Toronto: Funk &
‘Wagnalls Company



