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witness to the need of a social regeneration. The ninth, tenth
and eleventh Books of thç IlPrelude » have a historic-al value as
pictures of France et the great crisis. In the ninth, speaking of-
hlimself and a French" enthusiast with 'whom lie was communing,
the poet says:

114And when we chanceti
One day to meet a hunger-bitten girl,
Who crept along, fltting lier languid gait
* Unto a heifer'o motion, by a cord
Tied. te lier atm, aud picking thus from the lane
Its su8tenanco, -while the girl Trith pallid bands
Was busy- knitting in a heartlea mood
0f solitude, and at the siglit my friend
lu agitation said, "'Tis againet t1uat
That -we are fighting,' 1 with hima believed
That a benignant spirit -wa-s abroad
Which miglit not be withstood, that poverty
Abject as this would ini a littie time
B1e found nD more, but we ahould ses tb.e earth
«UnthwartEdin lier wieh to recompense
The meeln, bhe, lowly, patient ohild of toil."

As the terrible drama of the Revolution advanced, Words-
worth, like (Joieridge and Southey, recoiled and became Conserv-
ative. lie becane in some respect; ;7ather weakity Conservative;
and especially lie feil intor a superstitious- bebef 'in the absolute,
necessity for a State Churcli; an error which, liowever, is most
par-lonable in a poet li-ving amongst the cathedrals and the
ancient churches, of old Englaud. But lie neyer apostatized
from liberty, or cast off >lis reverence for Milton, Sidney,
Rarrington, and the great fathers and spokesmen of Englîsh
freedom Re lhad. nothing in coxnmon with the sensual Reaction-
ists and Imperialists of oui tùne. With truth lie miglit say-

"1The peet c]aims at least tilâs praise,
That virtuous liberty hiath been thie scope
Of bis pure song.'

Ceasing to be a revolutionist in politics, Wordsworth,
however, remained one in poetry; and, perhaps, he deemed
himself one to a greater extent than lie really was. Ris theory,
that there ouglit to he no0 différence i point of language between
poetry and prose, has en phi'osophically confuted by Cole-
ridge in the 111Biographia Literaria," and less philosophically
'but perhaps mole effectively, by the excellent parody i the-
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