
Vihe Canyons of the Culo2rado.

ranges; here and there isolated mountain imasses, risingy likze
islands fromn a rocky sea; " cfianit peaks, whiere eternal snows
anîd silence and mystery brood over the secrets of nature." The
iinost interesting elernent of the strangre scene now daims the
attention. A land of canyons' The profounid chasm of the
Colorado River scores with tortuous course throughiout the entire
Iengtà of the grreatest diaineter of the elevated plateau. At the
bottorn of tlîis, Grand Canyon, fromn three thousand to six tbou-
sand feet belowv the general. level of the plain, the river wvanders,
lishing its conflines of precipitouis rock for liutdreds of miles.
More .than this: not oiily bias the Colorado cut for itself a canyon,
buit every river enteriug lias cnt a canyon; every lateral creekz
i)as cnt a canyon; every brookz runs iii a canyon; every nul boni
of a passing showver lias cut a canyon. So that the wvhole table-
lan(l is traversed and meshed by a labyrinth of these deep
<lo<rus The wonderful elaboration arîd diversity v ithi which
this work has been done is oîdly equalled by the va.,t scale on
which the plan wvas laid. The extent and the coinplexity of the
systema of canyons is simply wonderful. Soine portions of the
lateau are eut into shreds by these gigantic chiasms. Beits of

country, miles in wvidth, have been swept away, leaving only
isolated mounitains standing iii the gap; fissures so proffound that
the eye cari not penetrate their depths, are separated by wal]s
whose thickness cari aluiost be spanned; and siender spires
shoot up a thousand f eet fromn vaults below.

After the canyons, the next feature characteristie of the
conntry is the long ciifs of erosion, called mesa-walls. These
aire bold escarpmuents, often hundreds or thousands of feet in
altitude; great geographical steps, scores or hundreds of miles
iii length. These mesa-walls, rnnning east and wei, facingr
south, mark the lmmnits of successive strata. The plateau is
futrther subdivided by longritudinal cliffs, produced by " faits,"
or the droppingi downl or lifting up of a continuons line of an
otlîerwise unbroken stratum. It is obvious that the dispiace-
mient would, iii either case, formn a cijif or long step.

Thie region is further diversified by short ranges of eruptive
niountains. There are many centres of volcanic, action, froin
'vhich floods of lava have poured, covernig mesas and table-lands
withi sheets of black: basait. The expiring energies of these
volcanic, agencies have piled up huge cinder-cones, that stand


