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Port Hope, May 15, 1884,

H. R H THE PRINCE OF WALES
AND THE GREAT PRIORY
OF CANADA.

As we go to press, we learn hy pri-
vate note from the M. E. {Col. W. J. B.
MaoLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Prior
of the Great Priory of Canada, that he
has veceived a most courteous and
knightly letler from England, written
by order of H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales, Grand Master of the Templar
Orderin England and Ireland,acknow-
ledging the independence and sover-
eignty of the Great Priory of Cansda,
and expressing the kindliest wishes
for its future welfare. This places
beyond question our independent sov-
ereignty, and the Great Priory of
Canada is now the peer of any
Supreme Templar organization in the
world.

Following is the letter:—

430 Urper Fitz WiLL1AM STREET,
DusLin, 17th April, 1884,
Very High and Eminent Great Prior:—

I have received, and duly laid before the
Most Ewinent and Supreme Grand Master
of the United and Religious Military Orders
of the Temple and Malts, for Xngland,
Ireland, and Canada, your letter of 2ist
December last, in which you report, for the
information of His Royal Highness that
the Great Priory of Canada has, for cortain
good and sufficient reasons, resolved to
sever their connection with Convent Gen-
eral, and to constitute themselves hence-
forward as an independent body, they,
therefore, praying that the Grand Master
may be pleased to absolve them from their
obligations of fealty to himself as their
supreme head.

In reply, I am commanded by the Prince
of Wales, onr Most Eminent and Supreme
Grand Master to say that as the members
of your Great Priory bave no doubt arrived
at this decision after due and ample con-
sideration of all the circumstances of the
case, His Royal Highness readily and will.

ingly grants their request, and hereby ab-
=olves them froin.their allegiance to him.

! gelf ag members of Cunvent Geperal; and

he will onlg' add that in their new position
he trusts that they may have a prosperous
fature.

The Grand Master farther commands
me to say that he has much pleasure in
acceding to your personal request to retain
possession of your patent of Great Prior
of Canada, as an heirloom, which he does
in slight recognition of the great zeal and
ability with which you have performed
the important duties of your high office for
pany years.

I have the honor to remain, V. H. and
Em’t Great Prior, yoursin the bonds of the

order,
(Signed) Fr. }J. F. TowNsBEND,
Arch. Chancellor, Temp.”
The Very High and Em't Great Prior of
Canada,
Corn. W. J B. MacLeop MooORE,
Prioral House, St. Jobn’s, P. Q., Can.

Following is a copy of the letter
from the Gureat Prior of Canada to

« the Ill. Judge J. F. Townshend, Arch

Chancellor Convent General :—-
St. Jorn’s P. Q., 14th Sept., 1883,

V. H. and Em’t Arch. Chancellor:—

I beg to inform you that the Great
Priory of Canada, having amended its
Statutes at the annual assembly on the
10th July last, declaring itself in all re-
spects a Sovereign Independent body of
the order, having precedence over and
throughout the whole Dominion of Canas
da, I bave now the honor to enclose a
petition from the members of Great Priory,
praying to be released from the bonds of
fealty to Convent General, and H. R. H,
the Prince of Wales as Supreme Grand
Master thereof, which be pleased to have
laid before H. R. E. for his gracious con.
sideration. This step bas been taken by
Great Priory, realizing the necessity of hav-
ing the governance of the order in accord
with the other Grand bodies of Freemason-
ry in the Dominion, and also on account of
the relations existing between the United -
States of America and Cenada being of so
close and intimate a nature, that to pre.
vent the rossibility of any feeling of super-
iority arising between the two jurisdictions,.
it became necessary, on questions of inter-
national Templar importance, that perfect
equality should exist.

I have the honor to be, yours, &e.,
(Signed)  W. J. B. MacLEeop MoorE,

Great Prior of Canada,

G. C.
The Arch. Chancellor Convent General,
The Irr. Junce Townsm:gn,-T
Dub.lin: Troland.



