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OU WITR 111E TIlDE.
"Wall, I guess. the Lord lias about

coneiuded te give Randy lier frec-
dom."

This remark was made by Mrs.
Yates the other miorning, as ive sat in
the tent, each of us wvith a handful of
pea-pods in lier apron and each sheil-
ing peas with différent degmees of alac-
rlty. Maria Jane was doing mest of
-the work, for we were stifl very red
-and inoist and palpitating from row-
ing in our dory on Sait Pond. Wc
lad set up a dory the dlay before a-ad,
naturally, we wanted te use it, even
thougl the wind was southwest and
the sun ~rhn.It was liard, how-
ever, to corne bck te, the tent and
knoe'4: that couldn't have any din-
ner until we hiad prepared it. Fortun-
ately Maria Jane dropped in at this
moment, 'vic>rous and alert as ever.
SIc said that Mars11 wvas pretty tired;
slic left himi trying to rest, and took!
hold energetically lu the matter of
shelling peas.

"Didn't you know,"- shc -went on in
=iswer te, our questions, "1that Mr.

Itankin in't well? H1e ain't. I don't
know's 'Im callcd upon to, make be-
lieve I'm sorry, for I ain't,' one grain.

Ié one of them kiud tliats always
pleasant and sunilin'-never says a
cross word. But he will have lis own
way if le cuts yer heant ont ail the
time and secs it a-bleedin', and he'll ho
just as soft, and you'd le sure te thinli
'twas you that was the wretclî, and
]ikely's not you'd beg lis pardon,
seein's le was se genie. lu the end
yTou'il find eut lie's done jest what le
caikilatcd on do!' ail the time. Wlen
you plead witli hum, sud cry andgroan
aud agonize, as it were, he'll smile suad
say: 'Sho, now don't get excited.' I
guess there woulda't none of us git
excited if we were as sure o! our own
way as that iuian's always been. But lio
ain't get ne bcd habits. You can't put
:jour tinger on a thing he's donc. For
all that, 1 believe lie killed bis flrst
wife. Aud I sli'd think she'd beu glad
of it. Yes, hoe jest killed lier a-bein' se,
pi ceasant aud so cussed. She neyer

ad lier own wa.y in a thing.- Tley
say she was as delikit as sIc could. be,
and sIc was a perfect picter te look at.
I reirember wben sIc was inarried,
and 'peared as a bride. I was a littie
tot, and set wvith iny motiier two seats
;behind wtere they sot. I reckect ex-

actly how 1 felt and what 1 thougit
when they walked in slow along the
broad aisie, she holding on te his armý.
I didn't look at himn at all, but 1 stared.
at her all the service. I was blaeker
even than I amn now, and she was like
a white rose, I thougyht. She hadn't
had good health, and she'd had a speUl
a few months before of bleedin' at the
lungs, but they said she' got over that;
and was well. She had on that fust
Sundav a DurDle velvet bunnit with
a long white feather. I e'n sec jest
lîo% %ihe plume lay along over the vel-
vet. I sot and stared and stared. 1
knew I neyer could be so interestin' as
to wear a purple bunnit with a white
feather 'n bleed at the lnus."
1Maria Jane tooli a large handful of
pea-pods from the tin pan and wvas si-
lent for a time reviewng, those days.
The hot wind fluttered the tent; there
wvas the sdund of talk and high laugh-
ter from a small sailboat that was glid-
ing by so near as to seern to be almost
on the sauds belowv the bluff. How
hot it was! It is only when the wiind7
is in some other quarter than the south
or west that it is cool on this eoast,
notwitlistanding the hotcl advertise-
monts. Andinu summer, if you wHil
notice, the -%ind is usually either in
the soutli or wcst, or betwveen those
two points, and thon itis at the liottest-
Then, aise, there is constant danger
that the rna'sh will send forth its Inys-
tenions, he]lish odor. I amn choosing
this latter adjective advisedly. The
word infernal is notsufllciently strong7,
as yen would. say yourself if you lad(
ever happened to, be here when, as
the natives say, -the ma'sh was
smellin7-"

Nevertheless, we were glIad te be lai
a tent on the South Shore. The life
was free and charming. The people
thus far had a constant interest for us-.

'We feit that it would be a long time
yet before ive should bc tired of their
different phases of character. .&lse
now, and for ahnost two montîs more,
there would be thc kaleidoscope of
fashionable life te watch at a distance.
This mnovement of gayety was just far
enougli away te amuse without fa&-
tiguing. If some unutterably fasci--
natiug belle came to us for a glass of
water we could examine ber more
nearly, while she examined, Us.

Just now we ad. as a visit te which

we board Maia Janes words tbis
morin. Whou Randv Rauki Ue

364


