
THIE CANADIAN
Pruning Apple Trees

W.,. Rickard, Newcastle, Ont.
Pruning welI and properly done is a

niatter of great importance but one that
is very much neglected. In driving

HORTICULTTJRIST
sidered I believe this to be the most
con'venient and under some conditions (I
may say, quite general'conditions) the
best ture.

Under somne special conditions,* 1 pre.-

tree and to restore the balance between
the top and roots, the latter having been
materÏally reduced in the process of dig-
ging and planting. Allow branches to
cornefromn the trunk of dwarf trees near
the ground, thus protecting the trunk
from sun scald and keeping the load of
fruit low which adds to the life and
strength of the tree.

The annual pruning consists of remov-
ing ail superfluous branches and head-
ing back vigorous growuths,' keeping the
trees uniform and pyramidal in form, flot
allowing any dwarf tree in orchard
blocks to exceed fourteen feet in height,
and choosing desirable varieties. FolIow-
ing the above system with thorough
spraying and heavy thinning of fruit
when the fruit is about one-third grown,
combine practices which have resulted
in pleasure and some profit to growers of
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