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Fertilizing with Corn Cobs.

SIR,-In the Anial Report of the Ontario Fruit Growers' Association for 1891, which
I have had the pleasure of receiving, I have read soute discussions on the proper fertilizer
for apple and other fruit trees. Will you allow tme to give, what I was many
timues toldl down in 0/d Kentucky, where I lived for severail years, was the best means
to fertilize such trees? " Dig the whole surface a spade deep around the tree, and some
four or tve feet out fron the trunk, throwintg the soit otttside ; then tilt in to the depth of
three or four inches with corn cobs, cover up with the soil again, evenly, and leave it. Of
coutrse lte cobs will lot decay itmmediately, but their general decomposition illii feed the
tree by the roots ani prove of great bentefit."

Siice writing the above, the tholugit lias struck me that if the soui was roughly broken
tip, uter the trees, and ground or crusied corn cobs scattered thickly on the surface, in
the aututtnt, the moisture of winter rains and snow would help decompose the intended
fertilîzer and carry the strength or virtues of it down Lo the roots. This t think would be
to obtain the advantage quicker than the other, cruder plan, and a greater numbter of trees
couiild be so treated from the same quantity of original cobs, annually ; and if the applica-
tion showei a bienefit, the number 8o treated could be increased indefititely, according to
the quantity of cois saved and collectedi.

J. P. D., Amherstburg, Ont.
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