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to see that lie ias not obscrved, bont down and wlijspered con-
fidentially ini her ear :-

" Siy, do you liko peanuits ?"
Tte old lndy's eyes heamed.
'Liko them ! I just love thei."

Again ho gave an apprehensive glanco around, then brouglit to
view a hugo paper bag which ho lad artfully concealed benleath lis
coat.

" Look lierc !" ho said, triunphnntly. " Ever sec se niaiy in
yoir life "

She gavo a littlo cry of deliglit.
Oh, where did you got themî V"

"lHush ! don't speak se loud. Soneono night lear us." He
hlad lowered lis own voice te a whisper again. " The folks sent
mie to get somine ieat for diner. Seventy-five centa ! And I spent
it ail for peanuits !"

He laughed gleefully over tho enbezleiient, nild the old lady
gave vent to a fuîny little bubble of laiughter. The sounîd of lier
merrinent seemned te reassure hi, dispelling any latent suspicions
he mnay have cherished concerninîg lier good faith.

"There arc somte hils over there," wvaving lis lotag, thin haud
toward the north, " ihere wo could go and cat theim, and no ee
would catch us."

She looked at him gratefully. " That would bc splenidid," she
assented.

For somte iomnents they strolled along in silence, then lie broke
tho silence.

" I once rend a capital book-if I could only renemiber lie naie.
1 have it-' Crusoe,' ' Robinson Crusoo' -- "

"a Precisely what I vas thiiikiig atlotit," interrupted huis com:pani-
ion pensively. 1 could b tobiison Ciusue, aud you coulld b mfly
mitan Friday."

"lhuo ! That wouldn't dont ail. You'd ranke a pret ty Crusoo!
1 will bu Crusoe, and youii shall bu iy mnan Frîday."

The old lady, who did not seci te bu cf a coibative turni, rc-
lapsed into a hurt silence. As they passed a little fruit stand on
Folsoni street lier face hriglitened.

"We ouglit te have suiething else," she suiggcbted. "IWe
should grow tired of nuts."

Her coir.de looked glooniy. " W'ish I had thiouglt of thiat.
Havi't got another cent," lie added, plaintively.

" Oh, I have plenty of change. I always carry muy puse in my
reticile," the old lady renarked, and fronm the deptis uf the large
embroidered bag which hung upon lier arim, sie drew forth a httle
beaded purse, withmi wihoso glittermng iiiesles the gleai of sîtver
could be discerned.

"Give nie tei cents' worthof oraniges, ýen cents' worth of grapes,
and a dollar's worth of pepperninît drops," she said, smilingly, to
the young fellow wlîo came forward te wait lapon lier. The boy
made up the packages with a repressed chuckle, and looked curi-
ously at the coins sie tendered in paynment, tho muost recent of
wlich bore the date of twenîty years before.

Thie old couple left the store and wandered off in the direction of
Twin Peaks, which loned before them in the distance. They had
net gone nany blocks before the old lady exhibittd signs of
wcarmess.

" It is so far te the hills," she iurniured. " There is a place,"
pointing to the east, "Il where thero are ne houses. Why net go
there, iistead "

" That's always the way with girls. They never stick te any-
thing." He darted a keen look of suspicion upon her. "Perhaps
you think l'mn net capable of taking care of myself ? Mighit get
ruin over, or lost, or junethiiiig of the kind ?"

" No, ideed," returnîîed the lady, placidly. " Suchi an idea
never enitered iy head."

As they passed along the streets tliosu iho niet theni coiinented
tupon their stately and veerable aspect. " Somie old people going
to.seco theirgraudchildren, and laden down with ail sorts of goodies,
with whicli te gladden the little folks," reniarked one. .. l More
probably thuir great graid.cliildrei," quoth the one addressed;
anid both turned te follow with their eyes the aged anad benevolent
couple.

Passiig tasteful htoues surrounîded with largo grounds and au
wealth of llowers, they caine te sinaller houses, whuence issued the
aound of childish prattle with noiew and then ai aristocratic pic-
neer, raising its tliree.storied w.alls haugltily above its huimblo
neighubors. Leaving theso far behind, they reached at last a point
wlierc the street iarrowred into a single wagon.road, which dienp-
peared over a smanl emiinence beyond. Toiling up this risc they
found thoeiselves in a broad, depresseil tract, sloping dowin te a
siall iarsh on the west, and securely cut off froum observation savoi
fron distant bouses on the hill beyond.

" Isn't it lovely l" cried the old lady in aun ecstasy of deliglht.
11er compipanion looked somîcwliat conteiptuously about the bar-

ren ground on which they stood, andt at the geese waddliiig througli
tle maud tlat below.

"Not iîuch chance te serapo a living liere," lie responded,
unless I mighît perhaps fetch one cf those ganders with a stone."

Surely you wouldn't do aiiythiir.g so cruel," shte cried, graisping
lis arm and slhaking it. 'With a sullen grace lie loosed lis hoMl
upon the stoie lie lad picked up.

Let's begim eatiiig," lie said, eagerly.
" That wouldn't be nice at all. We maust fix our ho:so first, and

our tables and our dislies."
Fudge ! Where you going to get all those thingsî"

Shlo ie up ait him triuiipliantly, and, openig lier reticule,
diew forth a number of odd bits of broki.a crockery and glasswaro
slo hiad shyly picked up frot timte te tine as they iwandered through
the streets.

" Areun't they beautiful? Seo this pretty flowered china, and this
with a gilt stripo across."

SIHunpli ! That's net se bail," lie conuented, iith an air of
mnild approval.

" Now, bo a good boy and muako ne a little cupboard," she
urged, "while I ia getting the dishes rcady," and drawing froin lier
pucket a snony hlanidkerclief shte began te pohshi theni vigruusly.

The old mnai strolled about und founîd a few brokcn planks,
which lie conrverted into shelves, .separated from eac.h other by
fragments of bricks and stones. As lie conpleted his task his coi-
panion called out :

" Do conme here and see what a sweet flat rock I have found for
a table. We'll eat right noiw, and build the louse afterwards."

With tremulous eagerness th1iy iarshalled out their coamestibles.
The broken bits of glass and china were hieaped wvith dissected
oranges and grapes plucked fron the steni. A little pink and wrhito
pyranid of candy ornanented the centre, and about it they ar-
ranged sone sprays of wild lupine. A liberal alloiance of peanuts
was placed at cither end of the rock. The old gentlemnan attacked
the banquet- with the c;reless gusto of a greedy boy, whilo the old
lady ate in a dainîty, fastidious way. They had net progressed fu
before she gave a little shocked exclamiatioun.

"Mercy ! We havn't any iapkins."
Glad of it ! I despise iapkinîs," retorted her reckless visa-vis.

Sihe viewed hiM with a delicate air of wonder.
" Joshua is just so-my brother Joshua. Yeu donî't know what

a siart boy lie is for figures. Dear mie I auî se thîirsty *


