A Lesson i1 Commercial Geography.
i

knowledge, of the form, size, and geo-
logical structure of the globé ; of its
physical featires ; of the topographl-
cal distribution of its mineral arid
‘vegetabieé products, 4nd of the varied
* forms of animal life, including man,
that it vustams, “of the influerice’ of
geographical envitonment on man
and the lower animals; and of the
clithatic conditions of the various
tegions of the earthi—is absolutely
¢ssential to a successful solution of
the many problems before us. If
England is to maintain hér command-
ing position’in the world of commerce,
" she must approach these problemis in
the spirit of Henry the Navngator, and
by high scientific training fit her Sons
to play thelr patt like men in the
commg struggle for commercial ‘s
premacy. The struggle will ‘be keen,
and -victory will rest with those

who have most fully realized: the truth

of ‘the riaxim that ‘knowledge IS)
power.”” ‘

His. licid ‘method’ of tréating the;
questions of commetcial geograghy
will' be seen from Lis interestingre-
marks: on the ‘Suez Canal, Wwhich are
the mote interesting, as they suggest:
4 comparison to the-effécts of a.canal’
through-thé Ameri¢an ‘Isthmus,

¢ THe opening: of 'the: Suez ‘Canal,

by diverting ‘trade. froti. ‘the Cape
route to the' Meéditerranean, has’pio! | yages,
. The result is; that ahinferior type of

duced, and‘is-still: prodcing, changes’
in thé intercourse bétween the East
and: the West: whxch affect this: coun-
tiy’ more nearly, perhaps, than any
other Furopean- state.
have ‘béen in three dlrecttons.

“ First. An increasing proportion:

of the raw material and products of

the Eastis carried direct to- Mediter-
ranean ports, by ships passing through.

the canal! instedd of coming; as they

once- did, to Englarid'for dxsmbutxon. i+
Thus Odessa, Trleste. Vemce and.

Marseillés, are. becoming. centres, of
distribution for. Southern-and -Ceniral

Europe, as Antwerp .and ,Hambu_rg, E

Thé changes: |
¢ [-aré quite unﬁtted for:the vojage round
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are fot the North ; 'and our metchants
are thus losing the profits theéy dérived:
from  transmitting and forwarding
Eastern goods to: Evirope. It:is true
that the. carrying trade is &till, to a
very gréat extent, in English. hands,
but should' this country be involved
in a European wat, the carrying trade,
unless we can efficiently protect it,
will ,pass to others, and it will not -
readily return. -Continental manu-

. facturers ‘have always been heavily

it process of time.

handlcapped by-the :position England
has held ‘since theé commencement of
the century, and the distributing-trade -
would doubtless have passed’ from: us
The opéning of
the canal has accelérated the: change,
10 the detriment of English manufac-
tiifers, and consequently of the' na-
tional’ wealth'; and it must tend: to
make England 1ess and less each-y year
the emporium- of - the-world. Weé are
expénencmg the results of a natural

“law that a redistribution: of the cen'res

of trade must followa’ re:arfangement;

of the channels -of commerce;
“Seeond.. The: diversion of traffic

fron.the Cape route ‘has: led: to:the

_ cofistruction of steamers: for specxal
-trade to-India and the East through

| thecanal. -

Ou this liné coallng sta-

- tions:ate freqiient; and the. seas, (35

ng ifl the Bay of Biscay;.

tranquxl than on” most long b'

| vessel, both as regards coal-stowage,
. speed, endurance»and sédworthiness,

- hds beén ‘built.

- “canal wal-

lahs,” as they gre+/éomietimes called,

the Cipe; atid; should ‘the ‘catal‘bé

_blocked by war or .accident,. they

ing on our, Eastern trade.

would:be practically useless in carry-
Since the

- cangl’ has deepened they have -im-

:proved forit has been. foind- cheaper
to-have more: coalstowage;. bt they
arestill: far from being .available:for:
the long voyage round 'the' Cape.

Had. the: Ganal“not béen made;a.



