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A Lènon in Coni

knowledge, of thé form, size, and geo-
logical structure of the globé; of its
physical featüres; of the topographi-
cal dc1kributibn of its mineral and
vegetable-products, atid of thé varied
forms of animal life, including man,
that it zustains ;'of the influence ôf
geographical envifoninent on man
and' the lower animals; and of the
-climatic conditions of the various
-regions of the earth-is absolutely
essential to ·a successful sblutiôn of
the many problems before us. If
England is to màintain hêr command-
ing position'in the wôild of ommercé,
she must approach these problenis in
the spirit of Héeiy the Navigator, and
by high scientific training fit hei šos
to play their; pait like men in the
-coming struggle for cômmerèial su-
preiacy. The strugglé wvill be keén,
.and victory will rést with those
who have most fully realized the tiuth
-of .the iaxinr th'at 4 krnowled'gé is
power?>"

His lucid inethod of tre tihg ihe·questions of coimercial :gogra hy
will be sèeë froin lis inteiëstiñngre-
marks' ii thë Süez Canal, -Which are
thé mote inteeësting, as thëy suggést
à coniarišonitó the effectk of a canat
thioughethe American Istius.

"Theôpening:of"thè· Séz Canal,
;b- diverting :träde. fii.m the Cape
rTute to the Mediterranëan, ha pkOf
duced, aidis-still. produciig, changes'
ii thé' inteiôursè bétwëen the East
.and the West Which affect this côin-
try iie ieárly; perhaps, than afiy
othe'r Europeàii statë. The àahànge
have:bèen in:threè diectioris.

"First. An. increasing -proportion-,
of the raw material and products of
the East is carried direct to Mediter-'
ranean ports, by ships passing through
the canalI insteàd of coming; as they
once did, to Engla lfotdistribution.
'Ihus Odessa, »'rieste, Veiiice fand
Maiseilfès, are becming en-es, of
distribution for.Sogthern-and Central
Europe, as Antweip and Haniburg,
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are fo theNorth i -and our nieichants
are thus losing the profits théy derived
from t-anrnitting and forvarding
Eastern goods to: Europe. It:is trë
that the carrying tradé is iti1, to a
very gréat extent, in English 'hands;
but sliuld this dountry beý involvedý
in a European wa-, the carrying-trade,
unless we can eficiently protect it,
vill ,pass to others, and it vill not

readily return. Continentäl rmanu-
facturers have always beeri heavily
handicapped by the position England
has hëld since thé commnencement of
the ceïtury, and'he distributing-trade
woúld doubtlesš have passedI fronm us
iri process of tme. The boèning- of
thé cnal has accelérated the'change,
to the, détrimerit of English rnanufac-
tuiers, ànd consequently of the, nà-
tional' wealth-; and it imust tend to
make Enga'd l'ess; and less eachyear
thé enporiurr of the-world. We are
exp riencing the rešúlts of a natural
läiv thafà redisfibution'of the céntirès
of tíadle ínut fiowa rë-arrangement
of, the' charinels of commercë.

CSéónd' 'ihe diversion of traffic
fromt the Cape ioute hàsý ed toithè
construction of steam.ers for ,speci
trade tô India aid the East thiough
thecariá. 'Ún thiie ne coälingst-
tiorns:are frequent, aud thé, seaš, "x-
ce ping ii thé Bayt f Bisca; arè·more
trà'ñüüuiil- tiiáa n riiömstlnjoggs
The reslt;is, that an iriferior type of
vêssel, óôth ast :rgards oál towage,
speed, enduranë and 'éèawothiness,
hs beén built Teiesè 'cäaâl wal.
lahs,' as they are' sórÀ.tiime's ëalled,
aré quite unfiied for:tle -vóyage 'rund
thé 'Cþe, aid, sà iàuld the àauàl bé
blocked by war or accident,. they
Would be practically úseless in carry-
ing on our Eastern trade. Since the
canál. has depçied; they havé -im-
proVed, foit hàs beën foünd cheaper
to -have more coalstowagebùt they
àre still' far .from being -available.for.
thé long voyage roünd -th2 Cape.
Had,,the Canal' not been made .a


