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Ix a work lately published in Ingland on
tho * General Drainage and Distribution of Wa.
ter,”” the author says:— It is admitted by all
who undemtand the subject, that where drainago
has been carried on upon correct prnciples, and
withl proper skill and energy, 8 bushels or one
quarter of wheat has been added to the produce
per acre.” The author further states, that 10,.
000,000 outof 12,000,000 acres of the aruble land
of England is undruined or incfiectually drained
at present ; and he supposes that if this land was
perfectly drained, more than 3,000,000 quarters
of wheat would bo annually added to the pro.
duco of that grain alone in Eugland, e en-
deavours to prove also, that the drainage water
might be usefully employed in irmgation, and in
giving mill power. “Phe sewerago of the towns
of England and Wales, he calculates would an.
nually produce over 3,000,000 tons of disposable
masture more than they do at present, capable of
cariching anarea of 1,000,000 acres. The work
referred to, is highly recommended to the atten-
tion of Jand proprictors in the Briush Isles.

Woe have repeatedly endeavoured to prove
that the more pertect drainage of the arable lands
of Canada, would be the most necessary and pro.
fitable improvement that could be eftecied 1n our
agriculture.  Every farmer who understands hus
business must know that it is unprofitable and
worse, to cultivate and manure land that 1s not
sufficiently drained.  Before any field 1s cultiva,
ted by a farmer, it will be decidedly Ins interest
to drain it sutficiently. Every shulling expended
in draining, so far as it e necessary, will pro.
duce more profit than five shullings wonld do
cultivating and manuring undramed or msuffici.
cnily drained land, We recommend to the at.
tention of our Legislature, the Acts that have
‘been lately passed m the Briush Parhament, for
the more perfect dramage of fand in the British
Isles: and we carnesdy hope that the merests of
our agriculture will receve some consideration
in the next Sesejon of the Provineial Parhament.
Our Legislature will have a GOOD PRECE.
DENT in Eungland, what measurcs should be
introduced here for the encouragement and im-
provement of agriculture, They need not appre.
hend that this precedent would be unsuitable for
this country.  We have frequently endeavoured
10 prove, that the more closcly we adopt and ful.
‘low the English improved system of agriculture
in cvery branch, (with the exception of culyyat.
ing turnips to the same extent), the more certain
we will be of profitable agriculture. We now,
‘regardless of what any person may have to state
to the conurary, assert the same thing. The
drilling and hocing of wheat, we would particu-
larly recommend. Dibbling of wheat is pracu.
ccd in England, but not to a great extent, and
we nced not adopt that part of their system here
for the present, as labour is dearer, and sced
cheaper with us than in that country, We urce
prepared to enter into a full explanation on this
subject, with any one who may chuge to take the
matter up.  Winter vetches are @ erop that enn
not of coursc be cultivated here, nor arc they ne.
cessary for us.  Hocing whent may be done here
nearly as chicap as in England, wlen we have
labourers that will understand the work and be
expert at it. Oue hocing would be sufficient,
and it would greatly tend to destroy the wheat

fly, we have not the smwlest doubt. Drilling

and hoeing would give uir to the crop and keep
down weeds.  If our land wag very guitable for
wheat, and situated at a distance {romn town,
where wheat should be the most profitablc crop
to cuitivate, we would certainly endeavour to
prove, by experiment, the plan we recommend.
Let thuse who have stitable soil, summer.fullow
the land—lime it—sow tho wheatin the begin.
uing of September, in drills—hoo it once in the
spring—and if a good crop is not produced, (pro-
vided 1t comes into car previous to the 20th of
June, so as to escape the fly), we shall acknow.
ledge our error.  We have every reason to be.
lieve, that by sowing wheat early on well prepar-
ed fertile soil, limed if possible, it would bein car
carly in June, and be perfectly safe from the fiy.
Has any farmer tried this experiment fully on
wheat, up to this momentin Eastern Canada7—
We believe there has not, In making experi.
ments, every part of our plan must be followed
exactly, or wo will not answer for its success,—
We do not propose any tlung more than the sys.
tem of cultivation that is now very generally
adopted in England for the production of wheat.
How can we cxpect good crops from tho sloven.
ly cultivation that is general in Canada? Our
strong clay lands aro not cleancd by summer-fal.
lowing, the crops aro not hoed or weeded proper.
ly, the land is not suffiviently drained, and how
can we rcasonably expect good crops? Wo ap-
peal to any onc who i3 acquainted with the coun.
try, if our statement respecting tho general culu.
vation of cropsis not correet, ‘There is much of
the soils of this country that contain salts, or in.
gredients, that are said to produce rust in the
crop of wheat, and from our own expericnce we
know this to be case. Lineissaid to be an ef
fectual remedy against the injurious influence of
these salte.  The dnlling and hocing out of all
weeds, would also help to prevent rust and mml
dew, and these discases when they affect the crop,
arc as destructive to them as the fly.

In The Mark Lane Ezpress of the 4th of July,
we have scen o most intcresting ¢ Summary of
the Pablic Proceedings” of the Royal English
Agricultural Socicty, that was to have taken
place at the Brstol meeting, on the 12th and
three following daysof July. Every man attach.
cd to the prufession of agriculture must feel -
terested in the procecdings of 2 Socicty who are
doing sommuch to promote the improvement and
prosperity of agriculture. It is, however, 1o Ca.
nadian farmers, distressing to know, that not.
withstanding the great necessity that exists for
introducing improvement in agriculture here,
they have no such Socicty as that of England to
encourage improvement, ot take care of their in.
terests.  Agriculture is left 1o take care of itselt
inCanada. The few Agricultural Societics we
have, dircet their principal attention to giving
preminms on superior horses, catile, sheep, and
swine, and neglect altogether the improvement of
the system of husbandry, that ts of mfimtely more
maportance than the ymprovemnent of hve stock in
a few hands.  Better draning, ploughing, judici.
ous rotation of crops, the destruction of weeds,
and of vernun injunious to agriculture, is what we
should dircet our attention to first,

If thubarb sced is not wanted, it is a mere

waste of the powers of the plant to allow it to

flower.  For tho eamo reason asparagus should
not bo permitted to bear berrics, nor sca.kale
flowers and sceds.

A Socicty has been organized m Ircland for
promoting the “Improvement of the growih of
Flax,” and several deputies have been sent by
the Society (o Belgium n order to acquire a prac.
tical knowledge of the culuvation and manage.
ment of that important crop in that country.—
These deputies have returned and have gone to
their respective districts the last spring, to givo
to Flax.growers, the benefit of the information
they have acquired. When ehall a Society bo
organized in Canada for a similar object? We
answer, not certainly until agriculturists posscss
more influcnce than they do ot present in the
country.

The late Lord Sydenbam, when transmitting
to Lord John Russell, the joint addresses of both
Houscs of the Canadian Legislature on the sub.
jeet of the Timber Duties, mado use of the fol.
Jowing termsin his dispatch «—4 In transmitung
theso addreases, I am bonund to remark that, not.
withetanding the authority from which they pro.
ceed, I amn notdisposed to attach very great up-
portance to them.” Such was the opnion en.
tertained by the late Governor-General of the
jointaddresses of our Legislature on a subject of
great importanco to Canada. It could scarcely
be expected that the Colunial Seerctary would
attach much conscquence to addresses tranemut.
ted to hum with so doubtful a recommendation,
and it was certainly a very poor compliment to
the wisdom of our Legislators, The dispatch of
the Licutenant Governor of New Brunswick,
when transmitting addresses trom the Legistawro
of that Province upon the same subjcet, 13 1n
strong coptrast with that fromm Lord Sydenhiam.
His Excellency Sir W. M. G. Colcbrooke, recom.
mends to Lord Stanlcy, the present Colonial Se-
cretary, the prayer of the addresses in the strong-
est terms he could cmploy. {t must always bo
cause ot deep regret, when the Governor.General
of Canada, under our present Constitution, in
transmitting to the Home Government, the joint
and unanunous addresses of both Houses of our
Legulature, on asubject that may be of vitul im-
portance to the country, should conccive it to be
his duty to speak of it in such tcrms as thoso
which Lord Sydenham empluyed on the occasion
referred to.  Such a course must decidedly ehow
a doubt in the wisdom of tho Legivlature~that
they are not always influcnced in their motives
and measures to promote the gencral good of the
country they legisla‘e for-—and that they are not
competent to form a correct opinion of measurcs
that would be the best calculated to advance tho

-

general welfare. 5

We have scen ficlds in Eastern Canada eo
completcly occupicd with a crop of thistles, that
any stranger would have supposed that they were
a crop that had been regularly sown and culuva.
ted. Will any once pretend to say that it would
not be expedient for the Legislaturo to pass alaw
that would inflict a penaliy upon any farmer or
occupier of Jand who would not cut down thair
thistles, or other weeds that scatter their sceds,
before they matute their seeds?  We think it
actually nccessary to introduce such a law, that
it would be an expedicnt and reasonable law, and'
a law that no well disposed occupier of lond
would conmiplain of. \ ..



