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. TRANSACTIONS OF THE

tention o the Fall Wheat Seed Show.
There is no work of our Society that flour-
ishes beiter, or is more deserving of our coun
tenance than this. We may toil ourselves
to death in order to prepare the ground, but
unless we are part.cular in the selection of
seed, all onr efforts will be utterly ov neariy
useless. Our Seed Show has now been in
operation for five years, and during that time |
it bas been steadiy gaiuing in unpo:tancc.
Owing to the fiilure’ “of the crops in some
parts ‘of our own and neighboring townships,
hundreds of bushels bave this year exchanged
hands. As you are aware, one of the rulc: of
the Society is, for uli ex'ibitors to furnish a
written siatemest of the manner of tillage.
This we consid r a very important point, for
by this plan we can compare the different
systems pursued, then observe the results,
The wtention of course is to make these
known. Out of the various lots the same
system scems to have been pursued except in
one Iustance: all the crops have been on
summer fallow except this one, which was on !
Pea fallow. Eight lots, of anaverage of 163
acres, each produced on an averaze 301
bushels to the aere, the highest bcmg 40
bushels, while ths Jowest was 16 bushels (upon
light sandy soil). The Pea fallow; 115 acres,
29 bushels to the acre.

The crops in this township this year
may be safely counted over an average,
few, if any of them, have bLeen affected
by the weevil; the rust has done some
damage but not to the extent of last year;
in the Spring there was much alarin felt about
the grasshopper which had done so much
damage last year, many prophecying that ths
year eve:y green thing would be destvoyed,.
the fence corners and stump roots were eagerly

hunted for thewm, some reported having found |

bushels ; but notwithstanding these prognosti-
cations and alarmns, no harmn was done.

The Township of Clarke is the eastern
one of the west riding of the county of Dur-
ham, and covers ax area of 72,000 acres; it is
45 nules to ihe east of Toronto and borders
upon Lake Ontario; it has been partially set-
tled upon the front from forty to fifty years,
but it is only within the last tweaty that set-
tlement has become pretty general, and the
last twelve have shewn great improvements.
It is very easy of access, hannd two harbors
and two railroad stations, N ewcastle and New-

ton, at five miles distance from each nther.

For internal communication it has two good
gravel roads, one running eist and west, and
one runni g south and north. Itis well watered
by first-rate living streams, upon which are
many flouring and saw mills. Tt export trads
is very considerable. "Taking the average re-
twns for the past four ymrs the cxpwrts
are, per year, $130.518, principally i
Wheat and Flovr. The assessed value of the
township, according to revised assessment,
was $1,374,179.

Crops.—The average crops of Fall and
Spring Wheat are this year nearly the samg,
we may state the average at 25 bu-hels per
acre; many farms have as hi. zh as 40 bushels,
while others may be as low as 15 hushels, but
the crops have been very good. We can con.
ﬁdently say there is no tow nship in the pro-
vince that can swipass this for the raising of
Irall Wheat; the land is peculiarly ad,ipted
for it; in 1855 one farmer, Mr. B. Bowen,
had a return of 60 bushels per acre of Fall
Wheat.  'We confid 'ntly believe that if farm-
ing were carried out to the extent of improve

ment as that of England and Scotland, that
the yield of this couatr) would be greder
than either of the others.”

[The Report here contains some interesting
information in regard to the agricultural pro
ducti ms of the lownshlp but uhu,h being to
a_ conside-able extent a repetition of that
given in the report of the county, is omitted
The report concludes ]

“ Were we to speak of improvements made .
we would say they have been very rapid
Chless in the very rear of the township, a fog
house is not known ; they have all given wy
to large and eommodious brick, fmme, and
stone.  Farmers are now ver y well off; and
after their toils of former times, they are nos,
at the decline of their days, inclined to také
their rest, with every appearance of comfort
lwcnty years ago there were few if ay
horses in the lO\Vllbhlp a yoke of oxen aol
an ox-cart, with somne ch.an straw in the bot:
tom of it for the benelit of the fair sex,ws
the only conveyance known. Now sp leadil
covered carriagss, horses with shmmor coal§
with silver mounted harness, are the faslnon.
Thirty years ago many had to go 20 milest
get their «rmt~ ground, and now they b
mills at their own doors; fifteen years agi
you could get cash for nathing but wheat,al
if the old lady had the mi<fortune to haei
headacho and wanted a little tea you badt



