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lized nations] the true principles of focial order ;
the arts which conduce to the dignity and the
happinefs of mankind, and a rational and lafting -
fyftem of morals and religion. Let it not be faid,
that they are incapable of improvement. Such
an afiertion can only fuit thofe fpeculative philo-
fophers who retire to their clofets inveloped in
a thick atmofphere of prejudices, which the
ftrongeft lights of truth cannot pervade. Natu-
ral Hiftory, which opens the door to fo much pre-
cious knowledge concerning mankind, teaches
us, that the phyfical differences between nations
are but inconfiderable, and hiftory informs us, that
civilization has been conftantly preceded by bar-
barity and rudenefs. . It teaches us, a mortifying
truth, that nations may relapfe into rudenefs a-
gain ; all their proud monuments crumbled into
duft, and themfelves, now favages, fubjedts of
contemplation among civilized nations and philo-
fophers. Inthe immenfe fcheme of nature, which
the feeble mind of man cannot fully comprehend,
it may be our lot to fall into rudenefs once more.
There are good reafons for conjeturing, that the
anceftors of many of the favage tribes of Ameriea
are the defcendants of nations who had attained to
a much higher degree of polith than themfelves,
My inquiries, at leaft, feem to render it ccrtz;in,
that the Americans are not, as fome writers have
fuppofed, fpecifically different from the Perfians,
and other improved nations of Afia. The infe-




